
AGENDA

CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY HALL, COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER STREET

MAY 24, 2012, 6:00 P.M.

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM

INVOCATION

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION
(The City Council welcomes public comments on items not listed on the agenda. However, the Council cannot
respond until the item is posted on a future meeting agenda. Registration forms are available at the sign in table.)

CONSENT AGENDA
(The Consent Agenda includes non-controversial and routine items that the Council may act on with one single vote.
The Mayor or any Council member may pull any item from the Consent Agenda to discuss and act upon individually
on the Regular Agenda.)

1. Minutes for May 10, and May 17, 2012. (Susan Brock)
2. Approve Ordinance 2012-12 amending the Fee Ordinance with regard to unmetered fire protection

systems.
3. Concur with preliminary financials for April, 2012. (Rosemarie Dennis)

PUBLIC HEARINGS/ORDINANCES

4. Conduct Public Hearing and consider introducing Ordinance 2012-17 regarding a request to rezone
property located at 401 E. 6th street from MF-2 (Multi Family) to I (Institutional). (John Elsden)

5. Conduct Public Hearing and consider approving Ordinance 2012-13 to change the name of
CR 400. (John Elsden)

6. Consider introducing Ordinance 2012-18 establishing requirements allowing burning within the
city limits. (Chief Ekiss)

REGULAR AGENDA; REVIEW/DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ACTION

7. Consider approving Resolution R12-13 denying the Mid-Tex Division of Atmos Energy
Corporation’s Statement of Intent to change the gas utility rates in the City of Taylor. (Jim
Dunaway)

8. Consider continuing participation in the Williamson County Urban County Program for CDBG
funding. (Bob vanTil)

9. Consider amending Library meeting room policy. (Karen Ellis)

EXECUTIVE SESSION

10. Executive Session. The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed executive meeting pursuant to
the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Texas Local Government Code, and the
authority contained in Section 551.087 to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial and/or
financial information on a business prospect that the City of Taylor, Texas, seeks to have locate,
stay, or expand in or near the City of Taylor, Texas, and with which the City of Taylor, Texas, is
conducting economic development negotiations and/or deliberate the offer of financial or other
incentives to the business prospect.

 Project Bate
 Project Lone Star



• Project Stream 2

11. Consider action from Executive Session.

ADJOURN

The Council may vote and/or act upon each of the items listed in this Agenda. The Council reserves the right to
retire into executive session concerning any of the items listed on this Agenda, whenever it is considered necessary
and legally justified under the Open Meetings Act. I certify that the notice of meeting was posted in the Taylor City
Hall Lobby before 6:00 pm on May 21, 2012 and remained posted for at least 72 hours continuously before the
scheduled time of said meeting. I further certify that the following news media was notified of this meeting: Taylor
Daily Press.

In compliance with the ADA the City Hall and Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible. Reasonable
accommodations will be provided for persons attending city council meetings in need of special assistance. Please
contact Susan Brock, City Clerk, at least 24 hours prior to the meeting for special assistance.

Posted By: ~f?IA- ~C£; Date S0( bJ-.------~~~--~~~~~~~~----------- I I
Susan Brock, City Clerk



                                                                                                                                           Page 1 of 1                                                                    

  
 City Council Meeting  

May 24, 2012 
Agenda Item Transmittal 

 
Agenda Item #:   1  

Agenda Title:   Minutes for May 10 and May 17, 2012. 
 
Council Action:    Motion to approve or approve with corrections 

Initiating Department:  City Management/City Clerk 
 
Staff Contact:    Susan Brock, City Clerk 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Local Government Code and in 
accordance with the authority contained in Section 551.021 and the City Charter, the 
“Minutes” of each City Council must be recorded, compiled and approved by the City 
Council in subsequent meetings.  The purpose of this item is to conform to these legal 
requirements. 
 

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
N/A 
 

3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 
 
N/A 
 

4. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve as submitted or amend with changes noted. 
 

5. REFERENCE FILES  
 
1a. Minutes, May 10, 2012. 
1b. Minutes, May 17, 2012. 
 
 



The City Council of the City of Taylor met on May 10, 2012, at City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, 
Texas.  Mayor Donald Hill declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with 
the following present: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem, Chris Gonzales  City Manager, Jim Dunaway 
Council Member Jesse Ancira   Assistant City Manager, Jeff Straub 
Council Member John McDonald  City Attorney, Ted Hejl 
Council Member Chris Osborn  City Clerk, Susan Brock 
 

 Jeff Straub led the group in prayer. 
INVOCATION 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

No citizens came forward during this time. 
 

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

1. 
2. 

MINUTES APRIL 26, 2012. 

Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales moved to approve the consent agenda as presented and 
Council Member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE. Motion 
passed. 
  

CONSIDER ACCEPTING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FROM GEMINI 
INDUSTRIES FOR FIRE PROTECTION INFRASTRUCTURE.  

 
PROCLAMATION 

3. PROCLAMATION: IN RECOGNITION OF COMMUNITY TAX ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM PROVIDERS TO CITIZENS OF TAYLOR.    

  

Mayor Hill and Karen Ellis presented a proclamation to volunteers who assisted citizens 
with filing their income taxes.    

 
ORDINANCE 

4. CONSIDER INTRODUCING ORDINANCE 2012-16 AMENDING THE FEE 
ORDINANCE REGARDING UNMETERED FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS. 

ORDINANCE 2012-16 

Mr. Straub presented a request to consider removing a fee from the fee schedule 
regarding unmetered fire protection systems.  He stated that the fee had been in 
place since 1984 and that he could find no reason to continue to charge businesses 
for this service. 
 
With no further comment Mr. Hejl introduced the Ordinance as presented: 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 2011-28 ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 22, 2011, 
MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR 



FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2011 AND ENDING 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; BY AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL FUND AS WELL AS OTHER 
FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT OF OPERATING 
EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING THE 
AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE 
CITY. 

 
5. 

Chief Pat Ekiss, Taylor Fire Department, introduced Ms. Annette Maruska, President 
of the Taylor Area Business Women (TABW), who presented the Taylor Fire 
Department with a trailer for the Honor Guard.  Ms. Maruska said the TABW held a 
fundraiser to earn the funds to purchase the trailer which has an estimated the value of 
$2450.00. 
 
Council Member McDonald moved to accept the gift of the trailer and Mayor Pro 
Tem Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 

CONSIDER ACCEPTING A TRAILER FOR THE TAYLOR FIRE DEPARTMENT 
FROM THE TAYLOR AREA BUSINESS WOMEN.      

 

6. 

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION: 
 

CONSIDER ACCEPTING QUARTERLY REPORT FROM AND AMENDING THE 
CONTRACT WITH THE TAYLOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.  

7. 

Mr. Thomas Martinez, President, Taylor Chamber of Commerce, presented Council 
with a quarterly report regarding chamber activities from January through March of 
2012.  Mr. Dunaway suggested that the agreement be amended to change the reporting 
requirement from quarterly to semi-annually.  Council Member Osborn expressed his 
desire to continue the reporting at the current schedule.  With no further discussion 
Council Member Osborn moved to accept the report as presented and Council Member 
McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.  
 

Mr. Dunaway presented Council with a recommendation from the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Board regarding the construction design of the community 
recreation center.  The Board reviewed the proposed design and voted to recommend 
that a gymnasium be included in the initial construction rather than an indoor 
swimming pool.   Mr. Dunaway advised Council to not accept this recommendation.    
Council Member Osborn expressed his support for advisory boards to have the right to 
submit recommendations to the Council and would entertain a method for council to 
meet with boards on a regular basis to exchange thoughts and ideas.  No further action 
was taken on this item.  

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION FROM THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO DELETE THE INDOOR POOL AT THE 
RECREATION CENTER AND INCLUDE A GYMNASIUM.  

 
8. CONSIDER WAIVING TIER TWO FEES FOR TREATED WATER FOR THE 

CITY OF HUTTO. 
Mr. Dunaway presented a request on behalf of the City of Hutto to adjust their water 
contract for a thirty day period while the Brazos River Authority conducts a chlorine 
burnout of the water system.  The adjustment would provide an opportunity for the 
City of Hutto to draw additional water, if needed, from the system at the lower rate of 



$2.04 per thousand gallons.  Mr. Dunaway cited a desire for the city to assist with this 
request as an effort to continue to maintain an amiable relationship with the City of 
Hutto as they have assisted us in the past.   
 
Council Member Osborn moved to approve the request to waive the fees as presented 
for thirty days and Council Member Ancira seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted 
AYE.  Motion passed. 
 

9. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER POSSIBLE CHARTER AMENDMENTS. 
Mr. Straub presented an update on citizen input regarding possible amendments to the 
city charter. To date  
 
Council Member McDonald moved to set a charter amendment election for November, 
2012 and for each council member to appoint one person to form a Charter Review 
Committee to address the issues presented as well as to add any other issues deemed 
appropriate for council review and to have legal counsel available.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Gonzales seconded the motion.  Prior to a vote, Council Member Osborn asked to amend 
the motion to expand the committee to two members appointed by each council member 
and three members by the Mayor.  Council Member McDonald seconded the motion to 
amend.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.  
 
Mayor Hill then instructed council to vote on the initial motion: VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  
Motion passed.  Council agreed to submit names for the Charter Review Committee 
within ten days.    
 
 

ADJOURN 
 
With no further business; Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 7:44 p.m. 

 
 

________________________________ 
Don Hill, Mayor   

 ATTEST: 
 

___________________________ 
Susan Brock, City Clerk 



The City Council of the City of Taylor met on May 17, 2012 at City Hall, 400 Porter St., Taylor, 
Texas.  Mayor Donald Hill declared a quorum and called the special meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
with the following present: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem, Chris Gonzales  City Manager, Jim Dunaway 
Council Member Jesse Ancira   Assistant City Manager, Jeff Straub 
Council Member John McDonald  City Attorney, Ted Hejl 
Council Member Chris Osborn  City Clerk, Susan Brock 
 

Mr. Straub led the group in prayer. 
INVOCATION 

 

  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

1. 

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION: 
 

CONSIDER APPROVING RESOLUTION R12-12 CANVASSING THE RESULTS 
FROM, MAY 12, 2012 MUNICIPAL ELECTION.  

 

Ms. Brock presented a request to consider accepting the results from the election for 
District 3 Council Member by way of Resolution R12-12.  The official results not 
including two outstanding provisional votes were as follows: 

  
  Brandt Rydell      283 

CANDIDATE  VOTES RECEIVED 

  Tony vanBoekout       48 
   

Based on these results Brandt Rydell was declared the elected to the District 3 Council 
Member position.      
 
Council Member McDonald moved to approve Resolution R12-12 as presented and 
formally accept the canvass of the election and Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales seconded the 
motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.  
 

2. 

Ms. Brock administered the oath of office to Council Member District 2 Christopher Gonzales and 
to Council Member District 3 Brandt Rydell.  Council Member Rydell took his seat on the dais. 

ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE TO COUNCIL MEMBERS DISTRICT 2 AND 
DISTRICT 3.        

   
3. ELECT A MAYOR.     

Mr. Hejl presented a call for nominations for Mayor.  Council Member Rydell moved to 
nominate Council Member Ancira for Mayor.  Mr. Hejl asked for additional nominations 
and Council Member Ancira nominated Council Member Hill for Mayor.  Mr. Hejl again 
asked for additional nominations; hearing none he asked for a vote on the last nomination.  
VOTE:  Four voted AYE; one vote NO (Rydell).  Mr. Hejl asked for a vote on the first 
nomination.  VOTE:  One vote AYE (Rydell); Four votes NO.  Motion passed to elect 
Council Member Hill as Mayor.   
 



4. ELECT A MAYOR PRO TEM. 

ADJOURN 
 
With no further business; Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 6:10 p.m. 
 
  

Mr. Hejl presented a call for nominations for Mayor Pro Tem at which time Council 
Member Ancira nominated Council Member Gonzales.  At this time Mayor Hill asked to 
close the nominations by acclamation.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Christopher Gonzales 
was elected Mayor Pro Tem. 
 
Prior to adjournment, Mayor Hill presented outgoing Council Member McDonald with a 
plaque and expressed his appreciation for his nine years of service on the Council. 
 

________________________________ 
Don Hill, Mayor   

    ATTEST: 
 
    ___________________________ 
    Susan Brock, City Clerk   



 City Council Meeting  
May 24, 2012 

Agenda Item Transmittal 
 
 
Agenda Item #:           2 

Agenda Title:             Approve Ordinance 2012-16 amending the Fee Ordinance 
regarding unmetered fire protection systems.  

 
Council Action to be taken: Approve by consent 

Initiating Department: City Administration 
 
Staff Contact:     Jeff Straub, Assistant City Manager 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
A new commercial business questioned the fee we charge for unmetered fire protection 
systems (sprinkler systems).  A benchmarking of other cities revealed that only Hutto has 
a similar fee.  In our effort to be as business friendly as possible, staff recommends this 
fee be deleted from our fee ordinance.  
  

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
Having a unique fee for unmetered fire protection systems is an anomaly.  It also seems 
less than fair in that we require such fire systems be installed in certain buildings.   
  

3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 
 
There is a nominal financial impact of $7,656 of $3.7 Mil. total revenue to the Utility 
Fund.  A rate study is now underway that should be ready for implementation with the 
next budget year.  This study will insure that we are charging a sufficient amount for 
services to remain solvent. 
     

4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
  

5. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends ordinance be approved by consent. 
  

6. REFERENCE FILES  
 
2a.  Ordinance 2012-16 



4b.  Amended Fee chart 



ORDINANCE NO. 2012-16 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS AMENDING 
ORDINANCE NO. 2011-28 ADOPTED ON SEPTEMBER 22, 2011, MAKING 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CITY FOR FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2011 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; BY 
AMENDING THE AMOUNT OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE GENERAL 
FUND AS WELL AS OTHER FUNDS THAT PROVIDE FOR THE PAYMENT 
OF OPERATING EXPENSES AND CAPITAL OUTLAY AND BY CHANGING 
THE AMOUNT APPROPRIATED FOR VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS OF THE 
CITY. 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR: 
 
SECTION 1.0:  That the appropriations for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2011 
and ending September 30, 2012, for the support of the general government of the City of 
Taylor, Texas be amended for said term in accordance with the change in expenditures 
shown in the attached Exhibit A. 
 
SECTION 2.0:  That the amendment, as shown in words and figures in Exhibit A, is 
hereby approved in all aspects and adopted as an amendment to the City budget for the 
fiscal year October 1, 2011 and ending September 30, 2012. 
 
SECTION 3.0:   In accordance with Article 8 of the City Charter, this ordinance was 
introduced before the City Council of the City of Taylor, Texas on the 10th day of May, 
2012. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED on the ______ day of May, 2012. 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Donald R. Hill, Mayor     
      City of Taylor, Texas 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Susan Brock, City Clerk 
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UTILITIES
Deposits for all single family, commercial, industrial, irrigation accounts per connection.

Meter Size Avg. Gallons consumption/month** Deposit Amount
5/8" x 3/4" <10,000 100.00$         
3/4" <10,000 120.00$         
1" <10,000 130.00$         
1½" <15,000 175.00$         
2" <15,000 225.00$         
3" <15,000 275.00$         
4" <25,000 425.00$         
6" <25,000 625.00$         
8" <50,000 1,025.00$      
10" <75,000 1,525.00$      
12" <150,000 2,525.00$      

Deposits for all multi-family dwelling accounts per connection.

Meter Size Avg. Gallons consumption/month** Deposit Amount calculated as follows:
5/8" x 3/4" <10,000 $100 +(((# units -1) x 0.7)x$100)
3/4" <10,000 $120 +(((# units -1) x 0.7)x$100)
1" <10,000 $130 +(((# units -1) x 0.7)x$100)
1½" <15,000 $175+(((# units -1) x 0.7)x$100)
2" <15,000 $225 +(((# units -1) x 0.7)x$100)
3" <15,000 $275 +(((# units -1) x 0.7)x$100)
4" <25,000 $425+(((# units -1) x 0.7)x$100)

Tap Fees
Water Taps
1" 1,048.00$      per tap
1½" 1,480.00$      per tap
2" 1,668.00$      per tap
Sewer Taps
2" 800.00$         per tap
4" 929.00$         per tap
6" 993.00$         per tap

Backflow Prevention
Initial Permit 25.00$           

Water Rates
Rates for all single family, commercial, industrial and irrigation accounts per connection.

Meter Size For the First 2,000 gallons in billing period Monthly Minimum Charge 
5/8" x 3/4" 24.54$           
1" 33.79$           
1½" 56.71$           
2" 84.33$           
3" 148.80$         

Deposits waived on additional connections to those customers that have a current City of Taylor utility account with good payment history during the last five years.  Good payment history 
is no disconnections for non-payment and no outstanding balances.

"EXHIBIT A"

**If average monthly consumption is found to be in excess of minimum, customer may be assessed additional deposit as determined by the City Manager.

City of Taylor - Adopted Fee Schedule  for City Services 2011-12

Deposits waived on additional connections to those customers that have a current City of Taylor utility account with good payment history during the last five years.  Good payment history 
is no disconnections for non-payment and no outstanding balances.

Total Month Charges include monthly minimum charge + $5.01 per 1,000 gallons in excess of 2,000 gallon minimum per billing period.

**If average monthly consumption is found to be in excess of minimum, customer may be assessed additional deposit as determined by the City Manager.
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City of Taylor - Adopted Fee Schedule  for City Services 2011-12
4" 240.89$         
6" 470.90$         

Rates for all multi-family dwelling accounts per connection.

Meter Size For the First 2,000 gallons in billing period Monthly Minimum Charge 
5/8" x 3/4" 24.54$            +  $9.67 for each LUE 

1" 33.79$            +  $9.67 for each LUE 

1½" 56.71$            +  $9.67 for each LUE 

2" 84.33$            +  $9.67 for each LUE 

3" 148.80$          +  $9.67 for each LUE 

4" 240.89$          +  $9.67 for each LUE 

6" 470.90$          +  $9.67 for each LUE 

Rates for unmetered fire protection system per connection.
Service Size Minimum Charge
2" 8.00$             
6" 20.00$           
8" 30.00$           

Bulk Water Rate 5.00$             per 1,000 gallons

Sewer Rates
Rates for all Single Family Dwelling accounts  per connection.

Meter Size For the First 2,000 gallons in billing period Monthly Minimum Charge 
5/8" x 3/4" 16.40$           
1" 16.40$           
1½" 16.40$           
2" 16.40$           
3" 16.40$           
4" 16.40$           
6" 16.40$           

Rates for all multi- family dwelling, commercial and industrial accounts per connection.

Meter Size For the First 2,000 gallons in billing period Monthly Minimum Charge 
5/8" x 3/4" 16.40$           
1" 16.40$           
1½" 16.40$           
2" 16.40$           
3" 16.40$           
4" 16.40$           
6" 16.40$           

Additional Utility Service Fees:
Administrative/Processing Fee 25.00$           
After Hours Connection Fee 50.00$           
Connect Fees 25.00$           
Fire Hydrant Meter-Base Fee (no consumption included) 100.00$         
Fire Hydrant Meter-Deposit 600.00$         

10%
Lock Fee 25.00$           
Meter Fees 200.00$         
Meter Flow Test-In-House 40.00$           

Total "charge" includes monthly minimum plus  $5.31  per 1,000 gallons in excess of 2,000 gallon minimum. Excess usage (above the 2,000 gallon minimum)  is based 
on three consecutive months average water billing during low use period (December, January and February).

Total monthly charge includes monthly minimum plus$5.01 per 1,000 gallons in excess of 2,000 gallon minimum per billing period plus $9.67 LUE charge per unit 
minus 1.

Late Fee (Applied to balance of account if not paid by due date indicated on bill)

Total monthly charge includes monthly minimum plus $5.31 per 1,000 gallons in excess of 2,000 gallon minimum per billing period.
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City of Taylor - Adopted Fee Schedule  for City Services 2011-12
Plugged/Pulled Meter Fee 75.00$           
Reconnect Fee 25.00$           
Reread Fees 20.00$           
Return Check & NSF Electronic Draft Fees 30.00$           
Return Trip Fee 20.00$           
Third Party Meter Flow Test-Commercial 175.00$         
Third Party Meter Flow Test-Residential 95.00$           
Transfer Fee 20.00$           

75.00$           

Municipal Drainage Utility System
Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) Monthly Rate
Residential (includes multi-family) = 1 ERU/Unit 2.00$             Per ERU

Non-residential= $2.00 per 2,500 sq ft of impervious area 2.00$             minimum fee

Unauthorized Usage Fee (customer turns water back on to avoid the after charge)
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City Council Meeting  
May 24, 2012 

Agenda Item Transmittal 
 
Agenda Item #:            3 

Agenda Title:     Concur with Preliminary Financials for April, 2012. 

Council Action to be taken:   Approve by Motion 

Initiating Department:     Finance Department 
 
Staff Contact:     Rosemarie Dennis, Finance Director 
     

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
Article 12, Section 12.3 of the City of Taylor’s Charter states in part that the City Manager shall 
prepare and submit to the City Council a written monthly financial report that is in a form 
satisfactory with the City Council.  The referenced report is intended to satisfy the Charter 
requirement. 
  

2. MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
The reporting period covered for is the month of April 2012. The following provides a brief 
overview on the preliminary status and/or activity of the major funds or groups of funds as of 
April 30, 2012: 
 
 General Fund 
 
 Year-to-date revenues total $7,497,420 up by $44,505 from this same time last year. 

Revenues are reported at 70% to total budget.  Below summaries the major General Fund 
revenue sources. 
 

 Current Property Tax Collections for year-to-date total $4,333,598, an increase from this 
same time last year by $200,338 or 4.8%.  Property tax revenue is at 98.3% of collection 
to total budget. Please keep in mind that during the budget process, we elected to 
decrease interesting and sinking (I&S) debt portion by $100,000 which ultimately has a 
direct impact to the M & O portion.   For this reason we see an increase in collections for 
this revenue line item.  The TIF of property tax has been deducted from this line item in 
the amount of $63,489 and allocated to the TIF Fund.  This was done during this 
reporting period.  
 

 Delinquent Property Tax with Penalty and Interest at $84,360, an increase from this same 
time last year by $3,799 or 4.7%.  

 
 Total sales tax collections for the month of April are reported at $223,987, an increase 

from this same time last year’s collection by $34,101 or 19.4%.  The graph below reflects 
a history trend by year from 2002- 2012 for the months of April for the City’s total sales 
tax allocation. The City portion of sales tax allocation is $167,990 from the total 
collection which is an increase of $25,576 or 18% from this same time last year.  The 
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cumulative year to date collection is reported at $1,298,784 which is an increase from 
prior year by $59,132 or 4.8%.  TEDC receives the other 25% of sales tax.  Overall, we 
are experiencing modest increases in sales tax revenue. 

 
 

 
 

 Franchise Tax collected year-to-date totaled $674,712 compared to $554,883 this same 
time last year which is an increase of $119,829 or 21.6%.  Cable, electric, gas and solid 
waste franchise fee have increased from the prior year. The increase for solid waste 
franchise fee was due a payment made during the month of March for commercial 
industrial waste collection. Electric franchise increase is due to two different settlements 
totaling $47,175 from Oncor.   The decrease seen in gas is due to a timing issue, the 
quarterly payment was received in April verses last year it was received in May.   
 

Franchise Tax Collected  

Franchise Tax   
As of 4/30/11 

FY2010-11 
As of 4/30/12 

FY2011-12 
        
Cable    $        60,238      $        64,925 
Electric    $      353,467  $      428,504 
Gas    $        35,255  $        74,005 
Mixed Bev.    $          6,194  $          1,657 
Solid Waste    $        69,630  $        78,023 
Telephone     $        29,269  $        27,313 
Skills Games    $             330  $             285  
Mobile Home     $             500  $             -0- 
     $     554,883  $      674,712 

Increase over previous yr. 
+ $119,829 or 
21.6% 

 
 Permits and Licenses are recorded at $49,582 down by $6,703 or 11.9% compared to this 

same time last year. This category is at 38% to total budget. 
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 Charges for services are at $714,377 which is up by $18,229 or 2.6% from prior year. 

The largest increase still remains in park and league fees which are at year to date 
$73,761 up by $23,320 or 46.2% when compared to last year.   The largest decrease is in 
refuse collection charges down $12,178 or 2%.  Charges for services are at 50% to total 
budget. 
 

 Municipal Court Fines and Fees are reported at 158,153 down by $48,648 or 23.5% from 
this same time last year.  Some of this decrease was due to the reclassification of revenue 
but also in municipal court fines down by $31,168 or 21.8% from this same time last 
year.  
 

 Interfund Operating Transfers are recorded at $65,000 unchanged from the previous 
month.   This still does not include the Utility Fund transfer.  Typical these transfers are 
done quarterly from the Airport, Cemetery and MDUS Funds.  The Utility Fund is 
monitored and the transfer will be done late in the fiscal year when increase revenues are 
reflected during summer months.  
 

 All other revenue totaled $118,842; this is a decrease compared to last year by $326,972 
for which majority of that was due to the Ned Louis bequest.  
 

 Expenditures are at $5,832,604 which is 55% to total budget. This is a decrease from the 
previous year by $67,734 or 1.1%.  All departments are operating within acceptable 
levels with the exception of the Moody Museum.   City Council approved appropriation 
for repairs which was not budgeted.  This will be amended to reflect the approve 
expenditure.  
 

 The General Fund reflects revenues over expenditures of $1,644,816. This is an increase 
over prior year by $92,239 or 5.9%.  Overall, the General Fund is performing at 
acceptable levels for both revenues and expenditures. 
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Special Revenue Funds 
 
 Tax Increment Fund- Revenue is reported at $63,693 which is 69% to total budgeted. 

Expenditures are reported at $8,564 for benches and remain unchanged from the last two 
reporting period. City Council approved the usage of the TIF funds for this expense. 
Revenues are over expenditures by $55,130.  

 Hotel/Motel Fund-Revenues- Total revenues are at $31,383 which is 39% to total budget.  
This is a decrease of $4,444 or 12.4% over the previous year.  Revenues reported by the 
lodging providers are down.  Expenditures are reported at $37,266 year-to-date, which is 
paid to the Taylor Chamber. This includes the expenditure for the repairs to the Moody 
Museum.  The use of hotel funds for this expenditure was approved by the City Council. 
Expenditures over revenues are at $5,883. 

 Texas Capital Fund- This is a pass through fund account. TCAT pays the City and the 
City in turn pays the State.   

 Main Street Fund- Revenues are at $15,058 which is at 72% to total budget. Revenue 
from sales and other fund raising are reported at $7,188. This is from the Christmas 
bazaar and book sell.  The funds raised for the Zest Fest year to date are reported at 
$7,870. Expenditures are at $10,322 which is 29% to total budget. Revenues are over 
expenditures by $4,736.   

 Cemetery Land Purchase- Revenue at $1,691 which is at 65% to total budget with no 
expense activity year-to-date. 

 Municipal Court Security/Technology- Shows revenues over expenditures by $9,773 with 
no reported expenditures year-to-date. Revenues are reported at 47% to total budget.  
Performing as expected. 

 Library Grant/Donations- Revenues are at $800 which is 15% of total budget. 
Expenditures are reported at $4,478 which is 90% to total budget.  Expenditures exceed 
revenues by $3,678.  This fund is very hard to budget for and carryovers for expenditures 
are often common. 
 

Roadway Impact Fund 
 

 Revenues year-to-date are at $5,304 with no reported expenditures. This is a decrease 
from prior year by $13,137. 
 

Municipal Drainage Utility Fund (MDUS) 
 
 The MDUS Fund shows revenues are reported at $74,923 year-to-date which is 48% to 

total budget. Expenditures at $37,103 which is 62% to total budget and performing as 
expected year to date.  

Utility Fund 
 
 The Utility Fund operating revenues totaled $3,231,111 year-to-date which is at 47% to 

total budget. When compared to last year at $3,078,949 up by $152,162 or 4.9%. Utilities 
(water, sewer, drainage and garbage) are billed in arrears and the accrual method is used 
at year end. Water sales year to date are recorded at $1,665,693 which is an increase from 
the prior year by $107,661 or 6.9%.  Wholesale water year to date are recorded at 
$189,300, a slight decrease from prior year by $174.  Sewer recorded at $1,097,864 
which is a decrease from prior year by $14,193 or 1.3%.  All other charges for services 
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total $196,607 which is an increase of $18,396 or 10.3% from prior year. Miscellaneous 
revenue totaled $81,647 which is an increase from the prior year by $40,472.   
 

 Total year-to-date expenditures are at $3,155,419 which is at 46% to total budget. This is 
down when compared to this same time last year by $102,245 or 3.1%.  All departments 
are operating slightly below normal levels. 
 

 The Utility Fund shows revenues over expenditures by $75,692. This same time last year 
expenditures were over revenues and in the deficit by $178,715. Overall, this fund is 
performing as anticipated. 

            
      

 
 

Utility Impact Fund 
 
 Revenues year-to-date are at $10,328, which is at 56% to total budget.  Expenditures are 

at $13,174 and remain unchanged from last two reporting periods. 

Airport Fund   
 The Airport Fund operating revenues year to date totaled $248,870, which is down from 

this same time last year by $33,865 or 12%.  Hanger rental is at $88,928 slightly down by 
$257 from this same time last year.  The fuel sales are reported at $158,526 down by 
$33,434 or 17.4% when compared to this same time last year. Revenues are at 52% to 
total budget year to date. 

 Operating expenditures totaled $231,489 down by $15,464 or 6.3% when compared to 
last year. Expenditure for fuel year-to-date came in at $165,156 down by $10,773 or 
6.1% when compared to prior year. The Airport Fund shows revenues over expenditures 
in the amount of $17,381 year to date and operating at an acceptable level.  The payment 
to the General Fund was done during this reporting period in the amount of $20,943. This 
leaves a balance of $65,376 that is owed to the General Fund.  Internal payments are 
made semi-annually in October and April between the Airport and General Fund.  The 
balance owed are reflected on the balance sheet.  
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Cemetery Operating Fund 
 

 The Cemetery Operating Fund shows revenues over expenditures by $11,401.  
Revenues are $82,946 which is 61% to total budget.  This is up by $3.307or 4.2% 
from prior year. Charges for services came in at $46,278 which is up by $8,278 or 
21.8% from this same time last year. Revenues from cemetery lots are down from the 
previous year by $1,078 or 4.4% and reported year to date at $23,672.  Expenditures 
totaled $71,545 which is up by $5,146 or 7.9% from prior year. This fund is budgeted 
with expenditures over revenues by $24,844 taking from fund balance. 

 
             

 
 

Fleet Services Operating Fund 
 The Fleet Service Operating Fund reflects expenditures over revenues in the amount of 

$37,890.  This is an internal fund; different departments from various funds are charged a 
rental fee which is transferred to this fund to off- set the expenses for repairs and 
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maintenance to the City’s vehicles and equipment.  Expenditures are reported at 64% to 
total budget.  Equipment operation and maintenance is reported at $275,515 which is an 
increase from prior year by $15,905 or 6.1%. This category includes fuel cost which is 
the largest expenditure increase within this fund.  Staff will monitored this fund closely to 
ensure that there is adequate funding. 
 

    

 
  
Fleet Replacement Fund 
 

 The Fleet Replacement Fund is performing as anticipated and shows a deficit of 
$148,597.  No revenues were budgeted in this fund; however, $20,731 was recorded in 
the fund for sale of surplus equipment. In this fund, the purpose is to used and drawn 
down fund balance. Expenditures are for capital lease payments in the amount of 
$71,532, two new police vehicles and a use reserve (fire) truck was purchased for 
$91,468 and a trailer for $6,329.  
  

3. REFERENCE FILES  
 
Preliminary Financials for April, 2012: 
 
 Attachment A:  Preliminary summaries of the total amounts of revenue and 

expenditures for the month of April 2012. 
 
 Attachment B:  Preliminary financials summaries of each on the operating funds 

and the special revenue funds.  This shows annual budgeted amounts and the 
year-to-date figures for each fund by the major revenue and expenditures 
categories. 

 
 Attachment C:  Checks issued during the month of April. 

 
 Attachment D:  Balance sheets for each of the operating funds. 

 
 Attachment E:  Sales Tax Tracking Report. 

 
 Attachment F:  Current investments year to date. 

















































































































































  
 City Council Meeting  

May 24, 2012 
Agenda Item Transmittal 

 
 
Agenda Item #:           4 

Agenda Title:   Conduct Public Hearing and consider Introducing Ordinance 
  2012-17 regarding a request to rezone property located at 

401 E 6th St from MF-2 (Multifamily) to I (Institutional).  
 
Council Action to be taken:  Conduct Public Hearing and consider introducing Ordinance 2012-17  

Initiating Department: Planning and Development 
 
Staff Contact:     John Elsden, AICP, City Planner 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this item is to conduct a Public Hearing and consider introducing 
Ordinance 2012-17 to rezone property at 401 E 6th St Street from MF-2 Multi-Family 2 to 
I Institutional, also described as City of Taylor, Block 43, Lot 6, Acres 0.25, Williamson 
County, Texas, applicant is Don Hill, property owner is Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church. 
 
The property is a vacant lot located north of the existing church. 
  

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
Location and Acres of the Property 
401 E 6th St 
0..25 Acres 
 
Property Owner & Applicant  
Owner:  Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church  
Applicant:  Donald R. Hill 
 
Applicant’s intentions for the property (development objective) 
Expansion of Church use which is located to the south across East 6th St 
 
Existing Zoning 
MF-2, Multi-Family 
  
Previous Zoning History 
N/A 



 
Proposed Zoning 
I, Institutional 
 
Future Land Use Map 
The Future Land Use Map designates this area as Single Family 

 
Current Use of Property 
Vacant 
  
Surrounding Property: Zoning and land use 
North: MF-2,  Vacant 
South: MF-2, Church R-1 
East:   MF-2,  Vacant  
West:  MF-2,  Vacant  
 
Existing Thoroughfares (type and size) 
N/A 
 
The City’s Thoroughfare Plan 
N/A 
 
Traffic Impact Analysis 
N/A 
 
Platting Information 
Property is platted 



 
Site Photo looking north across E 6th St: 

 
Current Zoning is MF-2: 

  
 

SITE 



 
Future Land Use is Single Family: 

 
 
 
 
 

Aerial Photo: 

SITE 



 
 

   
3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 

 
N/A 
     

4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
N/A 
  

5. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommended approval of the rezoning. The Planning and Zoning Commission 
recommended approval of this rezone request following a Public Hearing at their regular 
meeting on May 8, 2012. 
 
Prior to the P & Z meeting Father Lonnie Urban at St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
telephoned our office and indicated he had no problem with this rezone.   
 
  

SITE 

St. Mary’s Church 
Property 

A.M.E. Church 



6. REFERENCE FILES  
 
4a. Ordinance 2012-17 



(Ordinance No. 2012-17) 1 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-17 
 

AN ORDINANCE REZONING PROPERTY LOCATED AT 401 EAST 6TH STREET 
FROM MF-2, MULTI-FAMILY, TO I, INSTITUTIONAL; AND PROVIDING A 
SAVINGS CLAUSE 

 
 WHEREAS, notices for the proposed rezoning were mailed and published in accordance with the 
Zoning Ordinance and the request referred to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
 WHEREAS, Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church,  property owner, requested a rezone of property located at 
401 E 6th Street, also described as City of Taylor, Block 43, Lot 6, Acres 0.25, Williamson County, Texas., and 
shown on the map in Exhibit A which is incorporated into and made a part of this Ordinance. That after a public 
hearing held by the Planning and Zoning Commission on May 8, 2012, the Planning and Zoning Commission 
voted to recommend a rezone from MF-2 to I on said property. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR: 
1.0 That after public hearing held on May 24, 2012 before the City Council of the City of Taylor for the 
purpose of considering an application submitted by Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church., to rezone property at 401 E 
6th St., also described as City of Taylor, Block 43, Lot 6, Acres 0.25, Williamson County, Texas, from MF-2 to 
I, is hereby granted to Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church, for the property described. 
 
2.0 All of the facts recited in the preamble to this Ordinance are hereby found by the City Council to be true 
and correct and are incorporated by reference herein and expressly made a part here of, as if copied herein 
verbatim. 
 
3.0 Should any section, paragraph, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance be adjudged invalid or held 
unconstitutional, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any part of the provisions 
thereof, other than the part so decided to be invalid or unconstitutional 
 
4.0 In accordance with Article 8, of the City Charter, Ordinance No. 2012-17 was introduced before the City 
Council on the 24th  day of May, 2012. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED on the _____ day of _________________, 2012. 
 

__________________________________ 
Don Hill, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
________________________ 
Susan Brock, City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
     
Ted Hejl, City Attorney 
 
 
 



(Ordinance No. 2012-17) 2 

EXHIBIT A 
Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church Rezone Location 

401 E 6th St 
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 City Council Meeting  
May 24, 2012 

Agenda Item Transmittal 
 
 
Agenda Item #:           5 

Agenda Title:  Conduct Public Hearing and consider approving Ordinance 
2012-13 to change the name of CR 400. 

 
Council Action to be taken:  Conduct Public Hearing and consider approving Ordinance 

2012-13. 
 
Initiating Department:   Planning and Development 
 
Staff Contact:   John Elsden, AICP, City Planner 
  

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
This process was initiated and the ordinance introduced at the April 12, 2012 council 
meeting. That action started the thirty day comment period.  The thirty day period has 
ended and it is now time to conduct the Public Hearing and consider approving the 
ordinance. 
  

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
CR 400 was annexed into the City of Taylor during late 2010. Palomino Trail was 
recommended by staff at a recent Development Review Committee meeting.   
 
During the 30-day comment period staff received a recommendation from Kathy Welch 
email and Eudene Tham by telephone (see attached email) to rename the street to Cratis 
Lane.  
 
Both Palomino Trail and Cratis Lane have been approved for use by the Williamson 
County Addressing Coordinator. 
 
CR 400 is approximately 0.42 miles in length, and CR 400 exists only in Taylor within 
Williamson County, and connects with SH 95 (South Main Street) to the east, and Black 
Waxy Road to the west. 
 
The property owners along the existing CR 400 were mailed a notice of the name change 
proposal, and to solicit their input.  In addition, the street naming process was posted on 
the City’s web site and an advertisement was placed in the Taylor Daily Press.  Persons 
interested in the process were encouraged to suggest names and participate in the street 
naming process. 
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3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 

 
N/A 
      

4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
This Ordinance was introduced at the April 12, 2012 council meeting and a thirty day 
comment period opened.  The thirty day period has ended. 
  

5. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Council members may select a name from one of the two names suggested (Palomino 
Trail or Cratis Lane) or consider a different name for County Road 400. 
  

6. REFERENCE FILES  
 
5a. Ordinance 2012-13  with map 
5b. Email from Kathy Welch 
 



ORDINANCE NO. 2012-13 

“AN ORDINANCE CHANGING THE NAME OF COUNTY ROAD 400 WITHIN 
THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS; PROVIDING REPEALING AND 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSES” 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires that the name of County Road 
400 within the City be changed from its existing name to the new 
name ordained within this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, a thirty day period, which began April 13, 2012, 
allowing public comment from citizens and affected property 
owners regarding the change has expired; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing regarding the change was conducted 
May 24, 2012, by the City Council which allowed further public 
comment; and 

WHEREAS, notice of the change was published in the newspaper, 
on the City web site, and notice of the change was mailed to 
owners adjacent to the street which name is to be changed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TAYLOR, TAYLOR, TEXAS; 

SECTION 1. The facts and recitations contained in the 
preamble of this Ordinance are incorporated by reference within 
this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2. County Road 400 within the City is now changed to 
   . 

SECTION 3. All other ordinances, parts of ordinances or 
resolutions in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed 
to the extent of any such conflict. 

SECTION 4. If any portion of this Ordinance shall, for any 
reason, be declared invalid by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining 
provisions hereof. 

SECTION 5. In accordance with Article VIII of the City 
Charter, Ordinance No. 2012-13 was introduced before the City 
Council on the 12th day of April, 2012. 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED on the 24th day of May, 2012. 

1 



Don R. Hill, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
_ 

Susan Brock, City Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Ted W. Hejl, City Attorney 

CERTIFICATE 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF WILLIAMSON 

I, Susan Brock, being the City Clerk of the City of Taylor, Texas, do 
hereby certify that the attached is a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 
2012-13, passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Taylor, Texas, 
on the 24th day of May 2012, and such Ordinance was duly introduced, passed, 
approved and adopted at meetings open to the public and notices of the 
meetings, giving the dates, places, and subject matter thereof, were posted as 
prescribed by Government Code Section 551.043. 

Witness my hand and seal of office this the 24th day of May, 2012. 

Susan Brock 
City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 
CR 400 to be renamed 

 
 
 
 
 



Good morning, 
  
Cratis & Laverne Welch moved out to CR 400 in Taylor in 1981. They have enjoyed living out in the 
country and can say thank you to Cratis for establishing their little neighborhood.  
In 1983 Cratis sold property to some good friends, Gilbert & Eudene Tham, and then gave some 
property to his youngest son and family David & Kathy Welch.  We all have grown as neighbors and have 
appreciated each others company. 
David & Kathy, Laverne and Eudene still love their life out on CR 400. 
In honor of Cratis, his family, and the great memories shared amongst the “little neighborhood”  we 
think CR 400 should be named Cratis Lane.  
 



 City Council Meeting  
May 24, 2012 

Agenda Item Transmittal 
 
Agenda Item #:           6 

Agenda Title:             Consider introducing Ordinance 2012-18 establishing 
requirements allowing burning within the city limits.   

 
Council Action to be taken: Discuss and introduce Ordinance 2012-18 

Initiating Department: Fire Department 
  
Staff Contact:  Chief Pat Ekiss    
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
To introduce an ordinance allowing control burns within the city limits of Taylor for the 
clearing of vegetative growth in agricultural. 
  

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
The current ordinance has not been updated since 1956. There are many areas that are left 
to interpretation and are not consistent with today’s approved standards. Extensive 
research was done to develop the standards established by this ordinance. The document 
closely follows TCEQ requirements which ensure that we meet all regulations established 
by the State of Texas and the Texas Forest Service. Our goal is to serve our customers 
that must use control burns as an efficient and cost effective means of clearing their land. 
The current ordinance does not legally allow for such a process. 
  

3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 
 
There is no financial impact beyond what is currently listed in the fee schedule for 
control burns. 
     

4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
  

5. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends introduction of ordinance and subsequent passing at a later meeting.  
  

6. REFERENCE FILES  
 
6a. Ordinance 2012-18 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2012-18 
 
 
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS ALLOWING 
BURNING WITHIN THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS;  
PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM 
OF FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR EACH 
OFFENSE, EXCEPT WHERE A DIFFERENT PENALTY HAS 
BEEN ESTABLISHED BY STATE LAW FOR SUCH OFFENSE, 
OR FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY PROVISION OR 
REGULATION  WHICH GOVERNS FIRE SAFETY, ZONING, OR 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND SANITATION, INCLUDING DUMPING 
OF REFUSE WHICH SHALL BE PUNISHED BY PENALTY OF 
FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND 
DOLLARS ($2,000.00); PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, 
REPEALER, AND PUBLICATION CLAUSES. 
 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Taylor, Texas, desires to 
establish regulations for outdoor burning within the City; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS,  the Council deems the following regulations 
recommended by the Fire Chief to be reasonable and 
necessary; and 
  
 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the residents 
of the City of Taylor, Texas, that it shall have 
regulations concerning outdoor burning. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF TAYLOR, 
TEXAS, that: 
 
SECTION 1. Preamble Incorporation. 
 
All of the facts recited in the preamble to this Ordinance 
are hereby found by the City Council to be true and correct 
and are incorporated by reference herein and expressly made 
a part hereof, as if copied herein verbatim. 
 
SECTION 2. General.  
 
The requirements set forth in this Ordinance are 
established to reduce the likelihood that burning will 
create a nuisance, cause a hazard, or harm the environment. 
Notwithstanding, burning will remain potentially a 
nuisance, can remain a hazard and may harm the environment 
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all of which remains the sole risk to the party responsible 
for the burn.  Further, the party responsible for the burn 
remains liable for damages, injuries, or other consequences 
that may result from burning, even when it is carried out 
in compliance with this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3.  Inspections. 
 
An onsite inspection conducted by the Fire Official 
designated by the City may be required prior to an approved 
permitted burn. If approved, the permit shall remain in 
effect for seventy two (72) hours from the date of the 
permit issuance after which the permit shall terminate.   
 
SECTION 4. Fee. 
 
The fee for a permitted burn will be the applicable fee in 
effect for the City on the date of permit issuance.  
 
SECTION 5.  Allowed Burn. 
 

a. Domestic waste (Not Permitted) 
 

b. On-site burning of waste plant growth ( Permit 
Required) 
All practical alternatives methods of disposal shall 
be considered before burning is permitted. Trees, 
brush, grass, leaves, branch trimmings, or other plant 
growth may be burned on the property of 5 acres or 
larger on which the material grew. The plant growth 
must be burned by the property owner or any other 
person authorized by the owner. No more than 2 piles 
shall be permitted to burn at once under the same 
permit. The plant growth to be burned shall be no 
larger than 400 cubic feet (4 feet in height x 10 feet 
in width x 10 feet in length). An onsite visual 
inspection of the burn site may be required and 
conducted by the Fire Official before permit approval 
and issuance.  

 
c. Fires for Recreation, Ceremonies, Cooking, or Warmth 

(Permit Not Required) 
Outdoor burning is allowed when used solely for 
recreational or ceremonial purposes, in the 
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noncommercial preparation of food, or exclusively as a 
means of generating warmth in cold weather. As an 
example, campfires, ceremonial fires, and cooking 
fires are allowed. Requirements 3, 4, 5, and 6 for an  
allowed outdoor burn apply to fires covered by this 
section. Burning shall not cause a nuisance or hazard. 
Fires covered under this section shall be no larger 
than 18 cubic feet (2 feet in height x 3 feet in width 
x 3 feet in length). 

 
d. Land clearing operation shall be: (Permit Required) 

The uprooting, cutting, or clearing of vegetation in 
connection with conversion for the construction of 
buildings, rights-of-way, residential, commercial, or 
industrial development, or the clearing of vegetation 
to enhance property value, access, or production. Land 
clearing does not include the maintenance burning of 
on-site property wastes such as fallen limbs, 
branches, or leaves, or other wastes from routine 
property clean-up activities, nor does it include 
burning following clearing for ecological restoration. 
Land clearing operations is only permitted by 
requirement 7 below. 
 

SECTION 6.  Burn Requirements.  
 
The Requirements for Allowed Burn are: 
 

a. Keep fires downwind of, or at least 300 feet away 
from, any neighboring structure that contains 
sensitive receptors. 

b. Begin burning no earlier than one hour after sunrise; 
end it the same day and no later than one hour before 
sunset. 

c. A responsible party possessing the permit must be 
present while the burn is active and the fire is 
progressing or smoldering. The permit must be produced 
upon request. 

d. At the end of the burn, extinguish isolated residual 
fires or smoldering objects. 

e. No burning unless weather conditions are such that the 
smoke will dissipate on the day the burn is to be 
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initiated (winds of at least 6 miles per hour) while 
still allowing the fire to be contained and controlled 
(winds no faster than 23 miles per hour). 

f. No burning during a Red Flag Warning day 
g. Air-curtain incineration (trench burning), which is 

authorized under a permit by rule or standard permit. 
Companies that specialize in that business must obtain 
prior TCEQ approval, obtain a federal operating 
permit, and follow specific written operating 
procedures before a permit is issued.  

h.  The Fire Official retains  authority at all times  to 
revoke a permit that has been issued  or permit 
outdoor burning for extenuating circumstances deemed 
reasonable or necessary by the Fire Official.    

 
SECTION 7.  Definitions. 
 
   Extinguished: 

The absence of any visible flames, glowing coals, or   
 smoke.  
 
   Structure containing sensitive receptor(s): 

A man-made structure utilized for human residence or 
business, the containment of livestock, or the housing 
of sensitive live vegetation. The term “man-made 
structure” does not include such things as range 
fences, roads, bridges, hunting blinds, or facilities 
used solely for the storage of hay or other livestock 
feeds. The term “sensitive live vegetation” is defined 
as vegetation that has potential to be damaged by 
smoke and heat. Examples of which include, but are not 
limited to, nursery production, mushroom cultivation, 
pharmaceutical plant production, or laboratory 
experiments involving plants. 

 
   Sunrise/Sunset: 

Official sunrise/sunset as set forth in the United 
States Naval Observatory tables available from 
National Weather Service offices. 

 
   Practical Alternative Method(s): 

An economically, technologically, ecologically, and 
 logistically viable option. 

Recycling, composting, mechanical chipping or 
 mulching, and  landfill. 
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   Domestic wastes: 
Include wastes that normally results from the function 
of life within a residence—for example, kitchen 
garbage, cardboard boxes, packaging, and clothing. 
Such things as tires, construction debris, furniture, 
carpet, electrical wire, and appliances are not 
considered to be domestic waste and cannot be burned.  

 
   Red Flag Warning:  

A term used by fire-weather forecasters to call 
attention to limited weather conditions of particular 
importance that may result in extreme burning 
conditions. It is issued when it is an on-going event 
or the fire weather forecaster has a high degree of 
confidence that Red Flag criteria will occur within 24 
hours of issuance. Red Flag criteria occurs whenever a 
geographical area has been in a dry spell for a week 
or two, or for a shorter period , if before spring 
green-up or after fall color, and the National Fire 
Danger Rating System (NFDRS) is high to extreme and 
the following forecast weather parameters are 
forecasted to be met: 
1) a sustained wind average 15 mph or greater 
2)  relative humidity less than or equal to 25 percent 
and  
3)  a temperature of greater than 75 degrees F.  
 

SECTION 8. Penalty.  
 
Any person, firm or corporation violating any of the 
provisions or terms of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be subjected to a 
fine not to exceed the sum of Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00) for each offense, except where a different 
penalty has been established by state law for such offense 
in which event the penalty shall be fixed by state law and 
if deemed a violation of any provision which governs fire 
safety, zoning or public health or sanitation shall be 
punished by a penalty of fine not to exceed the sum of Two 
Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) for each offense; and each and 
every day such violation is continued shall be deemed to 
constitute a separate offense. 
 
SECTION 9. Severability.  
 
If any article, paragraph, or part of a paragraph of this 
Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a 
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court of competent jurisdiction, the same shall not 
invalidate or impair the validity, force or effect of any 
other article, paragraph or part of a paragraph of this 
Ordinance which shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
SECTION 10.  Repealer.  
 
 All provisions of any Ordinance of the City of Taylor, 
Texas, in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance 
shall be, and the same are hereby repealed, and all other 
provisions not in conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
SECTION 11. Publication.  
 
The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish 
the caption of this Ordinance, together with the penalty 
provision contained therein, in the manner and for the 
length of time prescribed by law. 
 
 
In accordance with Article VIII, Section 1 of the City 
Charter, Ordinance No. _________ was introduced before the 
Taylor City Council on the ____ day of _________, 2012. 
 
  
 PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED on this the ____ day of 
__________, 2012. 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
Don R. Hill, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Susan Brock, City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Ted W. Hejl, City Attorney 
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CERTIFICATE 
 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF WILLIAMSON 
 

I, Susan Brock, being the current City Clerk of the 
City of Taylor, Texas, do hereby certify that the attached 
is a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. 2012-18, passed 
and approved by the City Council of the City of Taylor, 
Texas, on the ____ day of ______________, 2012, and such 
Ordinance was duly introduced, passed, approved and adopted 
at meetings open to the public and notices of the meetings, 
giving the dates, places, and subject matter thereof, were 
posted as prescribed by Government Code Section 551.043. 

 
Witness my hand and seal of office this the ____ day 

of ______________, 2012. 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Susan Brock 
City Clerk 
 
 



  
 City Council Meeting  

May 24, 2012 
Agenda Item Transmittal 

 
 
Agenda Item #:           7 

Agenda Title:             Consider approving Resolution R12-12 denying the Mid-
Tex Division of Atmos Energy Corporation’s Statement of 
Intent to change the gas utility rates in the City of Taylor. 

 
Council Action to be taken: Approve or deny or take no action 

Initiating Department: City Administration 
 
Staff Contact:     Danny Thomas, Director, Public Works 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
Requesting to deny extension of intent to change the gas utility rates in the City of 
Taylor. 
  

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
Atmos Energy is requesting a denial in order to present before the Railroad Commission. 
  

3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 
 
     

4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
  

5. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff’s recommendation, to approve Resolution R12-12 as presented.  
  

6. REFERENCE FILES  
 
7a  Resolution R12-12 
7b  City letter of notice 
7c Non coalition letter and timetable 
7d Council minutes Feb 9, 2012 last council action on ATMOS request 



RESOLUTION NO. R12-12 
 
AN RESOLUTION DENYING THE MID-TEX DIVISION OF ATMOS ENERGY 
CORPORATION’S STATEMENT OF INTENT TO CHANGE THE GAS UTILITY RATES 
IN THE CITY OF TAYLOR, SO THAT THE COMPANY MAY PURSUE A SYSTEM-WIDE 
RATE CASE WITH THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS; PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE HEREOF TO THE MID-TEX DIVISION 
OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION; AND FINDING AND DETERMINING THAT THE 
MEETING AT WHICH THIS RESOLUTION IS PASSED IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AS 
REQUIRED BY LAW. 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mid-Tex Division of Atmos Energy Corporation (“Company”) operates 
the natural gas distribution system serving the City of Taylor, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, on or about January 31, 2012, the Company filed with the Governing Body 
of this municipality its Statement of Intent, together with its rate filing package, proposing to 
change its rate schedules within the corporate limits of this municipality, effective March 6, 2012; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, this municipality has exclusive original jurisdiction to evaluate the 
Company’s Statement of Intent as it pertains to the distribution facilities located within the 
municipality, pursuant to Texas Utilities Code Sections 102.001(b) and 103.001; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Texas Utilities Code Section 103.022 provides that costs incurred by the 
governing body of the municipality in ratemaking activities are to be reimbursed by the regulated 
utility; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TAYLOR, TEXAS: 
 
 SECTION 1. That the Company’s Statement of Intent to change gas rates within this 
municipality, as part of the Company’s statewide gas utility system, be denied in all respects.   
 
 SECTION 2. That costs incurred by the municipality in reviewing the Company’s 
application be reimbursed by the Company. 
 

SECTION 3.  That this Resolution shall become effective immediately from and after its 
passage, as the law and charter in such cases provide. 
 
 SECTION 4.  That the Secretary of this municipality is hereby directed to deliver a copy 
of this Resolution, constituting final action on the Company’s request for a change in the gas 
utility rates, within ten (10) days after the passage hereof to Atmos Energy Mid-Tex, care of 
Randy Hartford, Manager of Public Affairs, at Atmos Energy Corporation, 3110 North IH 35, 
Round Rock, Texas, 78681. 
 



 SECTION 5.  That it is hereby officially found and determined that the meeting at which 
this Resolution is passed is open to the public and that public notice of the time, place and 
purpose of said meeting was given as required by law. 
 
 PASSED AND APPROVED at a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Taylor, Texas on this the 10th day of May, 2012. 
   
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Donald Hill, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
 
__________________________________ 
Susan Brock, City Clerk 



Atmos Energy 
Mid-Tex Division 

2012 Rate Case 
May 2012 

 
 
  
 On January 31, 2012, Mid-Tex Division of Atmos Energy filed a rate 

case with 441 cities for a system-wide increase in rates of $53.7 
million ($49.1 million in the affected cities). 

 Cities passed a suspension resolution to extend rate implementation 
deadline until June 4, 2012 to allow for the cities to review the case 
and work with the Company on an agreed on settlement. 

 The statutory timeline requires that cities take action by the deadline 
or rates will go in effect as filed by operation of law. 

 The Company voluntarily extended the jurisdictional deadline from 
June 4 to June 11 in an attempt to facilitate settlement. 

 At this time, a negotiated settlement has not been reached and the 
parties have agreed to move forward with a denial of the case by the 
cities and an appeal to the Railroad Commission. 

 The Company requests that the city approve a resolution to deny the 
rate case prior to the June 11, 2012 statutory deadline in order to 
avoid the rates being approved as filed by operation of law pursuant 
to the Texas Utilities Code. 

 While on appeal, the Company will continue to pursue an agreed 
upon settlement of this case and the re-establishment of a Rate 
Review Mechanism for the future. 

 

 





The City Council of the City of Taylor met on February 9, 2012, at City Hall, 400 Porter St., 
Taylor, Texas.  Mayor Hill declared a quorum and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. with 
the following present: 
 
Mayor Pro Tem, Chris Gonzales  City Manager, Jim Dunaway 
Council Member Jesse Ancira  Assistant City Manager, Jeff Straub 
Council Member John McDonald  City Attorney, Ted Hejl 
Council Member Chris Osborn  City Clerk, Susan Brock 
 

Mr. Straub led the group in prayer. 
INVOCATION 

 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Ms Monee Michna and Mr. Larry Sarafik came forward to offer their support for the 
rehabilitation of the tennis courts in Murphy Park.   

CITIZENS COMMUNICATION 

 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

1.  
2. 

MINUTES JANUARY 26, 2012. 

ORDINANCE 2012-05 

APPROVE ORDINANCE 2012-05 REGARDING AN APPLICATION TO 
REZONE FROM B-1 LOCAL BUSINESS TO B-2 GENERAL BUSINESS FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF T.H. JOHNSON 
DRIVE AND NORTH MAIN STREET, ALSO DESCRIBED AS 7.41 ACRES 
SITUATED IN THE WILLIAM J. BAKER SURVEY AW-0065, CITY OF 
TAYLOR, WILLIAMSON COUNTY.  
 

 
AN ORDINANCE CHANGING THE ZONING OF PROPERTY BEING 7.528 
ACRES OF LAND MORE OR LESS IN THE WILLIAM J. BAKER SURVEY, 
ABSTRACT, GENERALLY LOCATED AT 3401 NORTH MAIN STREET 
TAYLOR WILLIAMSON COUNTY, TEXAS, LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN 
THIS ORDINANCE FROM LOCAL BUSINESS B-1, TO GENERAL 
BUSINESS B-2; AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF 
TAYLOR, TEXAS, TO SHOW THE ZONING CHANGE ADOPTED HEREIN; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

 

3. 

4. 

CONSIDER ACCEPTING TAX INCREMENT FINANCE DISTRICT 
ANNUAL REPORT. 

Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales moved to approve the consent agenda as presented and 
Council Member McDonald seconded the motion. VOTE: Five voted AYE. 
Motion passed. 

APPOINT CHAIR TO THE TAX INCREMENT FINANCE DISTRICT 1 
ADVISORY BOARD.  

 
 



 
 

5. 
PROCLAMATION 

PROCLAMATION; RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY AS BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH.  
Mayor Hill presented a proclamation to Ms. Hennington and Ms. Leslie 
Givens recognizing February as Black History Month. 
 

6. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND/OR ORDINANCES. 

CONSIDER INTRODUCING ORDINANCE 2012-07 AMENDING THE 
ANIMAL ORDINANCE 2009-7 REGARDING THE DEFINITION OF 
SLAUGHTER.   

Hearing no further comments or discussion, Mayor Hill asked Mr. Hejl to 
introduce the ordinance. 
 

Mr. Straub presented a request to consider amending the animal control 
ordinance with regards to the definition of “slaughter”.  Council Member 
McDonald asked to consider adding a ban to the cleaning of fish in public view 
to the ordinance as well.    
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-07 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS, AMENDING 
ORDINANCE 2009-7, THE TAYLOR ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE, 
BY AMENDING SECTION 1, DEFINITIONS BY ADDING TO THE 
DEFINITION OF SLAUGHTER; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE. 

 
 

7. 

REGULAR AGENDA – REVIEW/DISCUSS & CONSIDER/ACTION: 
 

CONSIDER PLAN TO RESURFACE THE TENNIS COURTS AT MURPHY 
PARK AND POSSIBLE AMENDMENT TO THE PARKS AND MASTER 
PLAN.   

  

Mr. Straub presented a plan to address the deteriorating condition of the tennis 
courts located at Murphy Park.  The proposed plan includes resurfacing and lining 
of the courts, lighting repair and repainting of poles, as well as a number of 
grounds keeping issues that need to be addressed.  In addition to physical 
improvements Mr. Straub also requested an amendment to the existing parks plan 
that calls for the relocation of the tennis courts.  Council asked about plans for 
future maintenance and programming for use of the courts.  Staff will continue to 
work with the local tennis association and those at the national level to seek 
additional funding.       
 
Hearing no additional comments Council Member Osborn moved to approve the 
plan for refurbishing the courts and to amend the parks master plan.  Council 
Member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.   Motion 
passed.  



8. 

Ms. Rosemarie Dennis, Director of Finance, presented the audit report for the 
2010/2011 fiscal year.  Ms. Sheryl Messer with the firm of Brockway, Gersbach, 
Franklin and Niemeier, PC, provided an overview of the report.  She reported that 
the general financial state of the city is stable and it continues to improve with 
increases seen in both assets and revenue. 

CONSIDER RECEIVING THE COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL 
REPORT (CAFR) FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010/2011.    

 
Council Member McDonald moved to approve the CAFR as presented and Mayor 
Pro Tem Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.  
 

9. 

Mr. Danny Thomas, Director of Public Works, presented a request from ATMOS 
Energy to allow them additional time for negotiations by way of a resolution.  Mr. 
Randy Hartford, Manager of Public Affairs with Atmos, explained the need for a 
resolution to officially extend the date of the proposed rate schedules. 
 

CONSIDER APPROVING RESOLUTION R12-03 AUTHORIZING THE 
SUSPENSION OF THE PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE PROPOSED 
RATE SCHEDULES OF THE MID-TEX DIVISION OF ATMOS ENERGY.     

Mayor Pro Tem Gonzales moved to approve Resolution R12-03 as presented and 
Council Member Ancira seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion 
passed.    
 

10. CONSIDER ACCEPTING QUARTERLY REPORT FROM THE TAYLOR 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR OCTOBER-DECEMBER, 2011. 

13. 

Mr. Thomas Martinez, President, Taylor Chamber of Commerce, presented an 
update to the activities of the chamber over the past three months. 
 
Council Member Ancira moved to accept the report as presented and Mayor Pro 
Tem Gonzales seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 
 
(Next item taken out of order to accommodate out of town guests.) 
 
CONSIDER RESOLUTION R12-04 SUPPORTING AN APPLICATION BY 
HAMILTON VALLEY MANAGEMENT, INC. FOR TAX CREDITS FROM 
THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS. 
Mr. vanTil presented a request to consider supporting an application for tax credits 
and waiving city permit fees on a local redevelopment project.  The project would 
include the renovation of two apartment complexes, Stepping Stone Apartments 
and Taylor Square Apartments and potentially add another $2 million value to the 
property tax roles. 
 
Council Member McDonald moved to approve Resolution R12-04 as presented 
and Council Member Osborn seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  
Motion passed.  
 
(Resume regular agenda.) 
 



11. CONSIDER AWARDING CONTRACT TO ACS FIREHOUSE FOR FIRST 
RESPONDER BILLING SERVICES.  

12. 

Chief Ekiss presented Council with a proposal to contract with a new  
third party billing service for first responder fees.  He believes ACS Firehouse and 
its subsidiary Fire Recovery USA will provide better service and result in 
increased revenue for services provided. 
 
Council Member Osborn moved to approve the contract as presented and Council 
Member Ancira seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed.  
 
CONSIDER A REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT REGARDING 
IMPROVEMENTS TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 115 NORTH MAIN 
STREET. 

14. 

Mr. Bob vanTil, Director of Planning and Development, presented a request to 
consider entering into an agreement with Mr. John Jones to rehabilitate the 
structure located at 115 North Main Street.  Council expressed concern regarding 
the impending construction of second street and potential damage to the structure 
if not stabilized prior to when work begins on that end of the street. 
 
Council Member Osborn moved to authorize the City Manager to enter into an 
agreement with changes cited regarding tax payments to be mutually agreed upon 
and possibly extending the time line if needed.  Council Member Ancira seconded 
the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion passed. 
 
DISCUSS AND DEVELOP PLAN TO UPDATE STRATEGIC PLAN. 
Mr. Dunaway presented an overview on the current status of the Strategic Plan and 
recommended Council postpone updating this project until a later date.  Council 
Member Osborn moved to table this item for at least two months and Council 
Member McDonald seconded the motion.  VOTE:  Five voted AYE.  Motion 
passed.   
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION

15. The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed executive meeting pursuant to the 
provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code, and the 
authority contained in Section 551.087 to discuss or deliberate regarding commercial 
and/or financial information on a business prospect that the City of Taylor, Texas, 
seeks to have locate, stay, or expand in or near the City of Taylor, Texas, and with 
which the City of Taylor, Texas, is conducting economic development  negotiations 
and/or deliberate the offer of financial or other incentives to the business prospect. 

 
 

• Project Millwood 
 
Mayor Hill and council members retired to closed session at 8:24 pm.  
 

16. 
Mayor Hill resumed the open meeting at 8:55 p.m. and stated that there was no 
action taken on any issue during Executive Session. 
 

CONSIDER ACTION FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION. 



ADJOURN 
 

 
With no further business; Mayor Hill adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m. 

 
________________________________ 

Don Hill, Mayor   
 ATTEST: 
 

___________________________ 
Susan Brock, City Clerk 



  
 City Council Meeting  

May 24, 2012 
Agenda Item Transmittal 

 
 
Agenda Item #:           8 

Agenda Title:             Consider continuing participation in the Williamson 
County Urban County Program for CDBG funding. 

 
Council Action to be taken: Recommend approval to continue in the program 

Initiating Department:  Planning and Development 
 
Staff Contact:     Bob van Til, Director 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this item is to decide whether or not to continue to participate in the 
Williamson County Urban Counties Community Development Block Grant program. 
 
This program provides local governments federal funding for a variety of needs including 
infrastructure development and upgrades, and social services. The funding is provided by 
the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and is targeted at areas 
with low to moderate income persons. 
 
It is a competitive program and we do compete against other cities in the County with the 
exception of the City of Round Rock, which receives its own funding directly from HUD. 
 
The City is asked every three years to reconsider being part of the program. The City has 
opted to stay with the program each time.  
 
Participation in the Urban Counties Program does not limit the City from applying for 
other federal or state funds competitively such as HOME, Parks and Recreation grants, or 
Housing Trust Fund dollars, etc. 
  

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
The City of Taylor has participated in the program since its inception in 2004. Since 2004 
the City received $1,575,000 for a variety of public works projects. In addition the City 
has been able to leverage those federal dollars with local funds amounting to $397,500, or 
about 25% of the grant amount. 
 
The projects that were funded: 



2004-2008: Dickey Street Drainage (CDBG: 1.2MM; local match $322,500) 
2011: Water rehab project (CDBG 275,000; local match $75,000) 
 
In addition to the City funded projects other funds were allocated to Taylor. The United 
Seniors of Taylor with assistance from the Interagency Council of East Williamson 
County, received funding for a public facility rehabilitation (Senior Center - $33,000) and 
sidewalks between the Senior Center and the Library ($20,000). 
 
Since the program started in 2004, the County received over $9MM from the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); averaging about $1.125MM per year. 
 
Taylor received approximately 17% of the funding allocated to Williamson County. 
  

3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 
 
     

4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The County asked that the City respond to the requalification request no later than June 1, 
2012. However, if no response is received by this date the City is automatically re-
entered into the program.  
  

5. RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the Council approve continuing in the program for the next three 
years (2013, 2014, and 2015). 
  

6. REFERENCE FILES  
 
8a.  Bardwell Letter dated May 4, 2012 
 





















  
 City Council Meeting  

May 24, 2012 
Agenda Item Transmittal 

 
 
Agenda Item #:           9 

Agenda Title:             Consider amending the Library Meeting Room Policy. 
 
Council Action to be taken: Approve, Deny or Table 

Initiating Department: Taylor Public Library 
 
Staff Contact:     Karen Ellis, Library Director 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
The Taylor Public Library Meeting Room policy has been amended to allow for 
additional use of the room for fund raising for Taylor based nonprofit organizations. 
  

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
The Library Advisory Board was approached by a local citizen concerning use of the 
Library Meeting Room to do fundraising.  The citizen requested policy change to allow 
local nonprofit groups the opportunity to use the room to raise funds that would then be 
used for local community needs.   
 
This revised policy was brought before the City Council at the March 22, 2012 meeting 
for consideration.  After discussion of the policy changes there were concerns about 
language and legal definitions.  No action was taken by City Council on the revised 
policy at that meeting. 
 
Per City Council’s instructions, Library Director Karen Ellis and City Attorney Ted Hejl 
have reviewed the policy.  Mr. Hejl made some suggestions and better fleshed out 
definitions of a Taylor nonprofit organization, as well as checking for legality throughout 
the policy.  These changes have been incorporated into the policy under current 
consideration, and corresponding additions have been made to the application form at the 
end of the policy. 
 

3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 
 
No foreseen impacts on budget, as the meeting room charges remain the same. 
 
     



4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
None  
 

5. RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Library Advisory Board recommends revision of the Library Meeting Room Policy 
to allow Taylor nonprofit to do fundraising at their February 21, 2012. 
 
It is the recommendation of staff to approve these changes to the Taylor Public Library 
Meeting Room Policy. 
  

6. REFERENCE FILES  
 
9a Second Revised Meeting Room Policy 
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Taylor Public Library 
 

Approved by Library Board:  Mar 20, 2007 
Revised approved by Library Board:  Jan 15, 2008; Feb 
21, 2012. 

           
Approved by City Council:  Mar 27, 2007 
Revised approved by City Council: Feb 25, 2008 

Meeting Room Policy Revised:  2/25/08                       
Page 
1 of 6 

 

 
Principles and Objectives 
The Taylor Public Library welcomes public use of the meeting room in keeping with the 
Library’s mission to “promote a life-long love of reading and to provide educational, 
informational, and recreational resources to patrons of all ages, cultural and economic 
backgrounds.”    Approved by the Library Board, 2-18-97 
 
The Meeting Room Policy establishes guidelines and procedures for use of the Library’s 
Meeting Room. The Library Director is responsible for implementing this policy and 
maintaining a calendar of events & reservations.  Use of the Library’s Meeting Room by 
any group or organization signifies acceptance of the terms of this policy.  Issues not 
covered by this policy will be decided by the Library Director or City Manager. 
 
General Guidelines 
1. Priority use.  The Taylor Public Library and the City of Taylor sponsored events will 
have precedence in the scheduling of Meeting Room.  The Taylor Independent School 
District has next priority use.  The City reserves authority to preempt any scheduled use 
when and if the City Manager deems preemption reasonable or necessary.   
2. Permitted use.  The Meeting Room of the Taylor Public Library is designed to meet 
general informational, educational, cultural and civic needs including activities such as 
discussion groups, panels, lectures, meetings, conferences, seminars, exhibits, 
displays, children’s programming, films, or as determined by the Library Director.   
3. Reservation for use.  Reservations will be made no more than three months in 
advance of the scheduled event. Meeting Room use will normally be scheduled for use 
when Library staff is available.  Reservations for after-hours use require special 
permission from the Library Director or the City Manager on the reservation form.  After 
hours use is permitted no earlier than 7:00 am and no later than 10:00 pm. 
4. Room set-up/take down.  Groups using the Meeting Room will be responsible for 
their own set-up and will be required to return the Meeting Room to the condition they 
found it. Set up & take down time must be included in the scheduled meeting room time.  
5. Admissions or charges. There shall not be any admission charged, money raised or 
exchange of funds or other consideration among participants for purchase of acquisition 
of goods or services.  An exemption is granted to fundraising events benefiting the 
Taylor Public Library and Taylor Nonprofit Organizations.  A Taylor Nonprofit 
Organization under this policy is an organization having written federal and state tax 
exemptions from payment of federal income taxes and deductions for contributions 
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made to the organization, and which has an office or which operates in Taylor Texas.  
Determination of a Nonprofit Organization shall be made by the Library Director. 
Commercial use of the Meeting Room for a business to promote its products or services 
is allowed.  The application for use of the Meeting Room must state if the meeting is 
open or closed to the public. 
6. Restrictions.  The Meeting Room shall not be used for the following purposes: 

a. Social gatherings such as showers, birthday parties, weddings, etc. 
b. Religious services  
c. Political party functions.  
d. Activities or functions that disrupt the normal function of the Library due to 

sound, crowd size, or other factors. 
7. Endorsement. Use of the Library does not constitute Library or City of Taylor 
endorsement of viewpoints expressed in meeting room events.  Advertisements or 
announcements implying such endorsements are expressly prohibited.  Signage or 
literature concerning an event in the Meeting Room can only be posted or distributed in 
the Library with the Library Director’s prior written consent. 
8. Smoking, tobacco products, candles, and alcoholic beverages are expressly 
prohibited on Library property.  Requests for food or drink in the Meeting Room must be 
approved by the Library Director.  
9. The Meeting Room is closed on Sundays, official City of Taylor holidays and other 
dates determined by the Library Director or City Administration. 
 
Reservations 
Library staff maintains a reservation calendar available for public view.  Reservation 
applications with deposits will be honored on a first-come, first-serve basis. Requests 
for reservations will not be scheduled until an application & deposit have been received.  
A completed reservation form must be on file at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Reservation forms are available upon request. 
1. Reservation forms.  The reservation form must be filled out and submitted in 
person.  One reservation form per meeting date—no single form for multiple meetings.  
Reservation forms are not required for Library or Library related groups or City of Taylor 
meetings. 
2. Reservations are accepted up to 3 months in advance only.  Only one reservation 
may be submitted at a time.   
3. To provide fair access to the Meeting Room to all groups, an organization, individual 
or business may reserve meeting space only once a month.  Library or Library related 
groups, City of Taylor or Taylor ISD representatives can reserve the Meeting Room 
more than once a month at a time. 
4. Cancellation.  It is the responsibility of the group representative to notify the Library 
of a cancellation as soon as possible.  After 30 minutes a group forfeits its reservation if 
it fails to appear as scheduled. 
5. Groups may not assign their reservations to other groups. 
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6. A $200 deposit is required for all Meeting Room reservations and must be paid 
when the reservation form is submitted.  The security deposit shall pledge compliance 
with this policy, payment of damages to the Meeting Room, or for any fees or expenses 
incurred by the Library resulting from use of the Meeting Room. In the event the security 
deposit is insufficient for compliance or payment of such items, additional payment shall 
be made upon delivery of the bill requiring additional payment.  In the event the security 
deposit is not used or partially used, the Library will return the security deposit or any 
unused portion.  The City of Taylor and Taylor Public Library is not obligated to make a 
security deposit. 
 
Care & Use of the Taylor Public Library Meeting Room & Conference Room 
The Meeting Room has a maximum capacity of 286 individuals. There are 200 stacking 
chairs available, and 20 folding tables (3 ft X 6 ft).  A large projection screen is available 
on the west wall of the Meeting Room.  Any use of audio/visual or computer equipment 
will require advance set-up with Library staff, with the approval of the Library Director.  
 
1. Set up and take down.  Groups must include time for special set up or take down in 
their reservation time.  Set up and take down includes furniture arrangement, cleaning 
and taking out trash. If the meeting room furniture was in a particular arrangement prior 
to a group’s use, it must be returned to that original arrangement.  It is not the 
responsibility of Library staff to set up or take down furniture or clean up, except for 
Library or City of Taylor meetings or events.  
2. Meeting Room Furniture & Equipment.  Furniture & equipment from the main area 
of the Library may not be brought into the Meeting Room.  Neither may the Meeting 
Room furniture or equipment be removed.  Personal furniture or equipment may be 
brought by a group with prior approval by the Library Director or her designee.  
Arrangements for the use of personal furniture or equipment should be made at the time 
of reservation. 
3. Walls.  No nails, tacks, tape, staples, adhesives or holes of any kind are to be put in 
or on the walls.  Nothing may be attached to the walls at all. Resulting damage & repair 
will be charged to the group or organization responsible.  However, a picture rail is 
installed on the walls of the Meeting Room and may be used for proper hanging of 
pictures, art work, posters, etc. 
4. Storage.  Equipment, supplies or personal effects cannot be stored or left in the 
Library Meeting Rooms prior or after use.  The Library and the City shall not be 
responsible for materials, equipment, supplies or personal effects of those using the 
Meeting Rooms. 
5. Safety. Attendance at meetings shall be limited to the capacity of the Meeting Room 
(286 individuals). Exits shall be unlocked and unblocked and open aisles must be 
maintained in seating arrangements to allow clear access to room exits.   
6. Food & Beverage.  The Meeting Room has a simple kitchen. No cooking is allowed 
in the Meeting Room kitchen.  With permission of the Library Director light refreshments 
such as coffee, sodas or bottled drinks, pastries, cookies, or other finger food items, or 
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sack lunches are allowed.  Food & drink items with potential staining properties or items 
with strong aroma are not allowed.  Any stains made during use of the Meeting Room 
will result in cleaning charges. It is the responsibility of the organization or group to keep 
attendees from taking refreshments into the Library.  Paper goods, cups, napkins, 
condiments, etc., are not provided by the Library.  Simple cleaning supplies will be 
available in the kitchen.  All trash resulting from refreshments must be removed by the 
group to the Library trash cans, near the service entrance to the Library at the northeast 
corner of the building.  
7. Closing Meeting Rooms.  Is the responsibility of the group to secure the Library 
meeting space according to the instruction of the Library staff.  This is particularly 
important if the meeting occurs after library hours.  In addition, the Library Director or 
her designee shall have the authority to end meetings and close the Meeting Room as 
deemed necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of individuals and property, 
and to maintain proper use of the Library facilities. 
8. Damages, losses, etc.  The individual making the reservation, as well as the 
membership of the whole group, will be held responsible for any and all damages or 
losses that occur as a result of use of Library meeting space and use of the attached 
kitchen or bathrooms.  Further fees beyond the deposit can be charged to the 
organization or group, or the responsible individual, as appropriate. 
 
 
Denial of Use 
Meeting Room use by outside groups may be denied by the Library Director or the City 
Manager based on past failure of a group to comply with this policy, or to any group that 
damages the room, walls, carpet, equipment, furnishings, etc.  If any group or 
organization or its members pose a threat to Library property or staff, or if the outside 
group and their activities impede the use of the Library for others, use of the Meeting 
Room or Conference Room will be denied. 
 
Charges 
Organizations, groups or businesses reserving the Meeting Room will be charged 
accordingly: 

Refundable Deposit:  $200.00. 
Charges for use of the Meeting Room Kitchen:  $25.00 per meeting. 

 
Charges for Meeting Room: 

Individuals/Nonprofits: $50.00 for the first 2 hours, $25.00 for each 
additional hour. 
Business/Commercial:  $100 for the first 2 hours, $50 for each additional 
hour. 

Damages or cleaning no resulting from ordinary use will be charged and may be 
deducted from the security deposit. 
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Taylor Public Library 
MEETING ROOM RESERVATION APPLICATION 

 
Instructions:  Please completely fill out the application and bring this form with the require deposit in person to the 
Taylor Public Library.  Your contact person is responsible for all the requirements of the Meeting Room.  Please read 
the entire policy prior to completing this form.  Your reservation will not be scheduled until the Library receives this 
completed form and deposit. 
 
Name of Individual filling out application:________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Check Type of Organization:    Business   Nonprofit   Taylor Nonprofit     Taylor ISD    City Affiliated 
 
Organization Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Organization or Contact Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Meeting Date:____________ Approx. Number of Attendees: ______________    Open to Public:    yes      no 
 
Meeting Time (includes setup & cleanup):________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose of function:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As the authorized representative of the above organization or business, I hereby apply for use of the Taylor Public 
Library Meeting Room.  My group and I agree to follow all the rules and procedures in the Meeting Room Policy and 
understand that my group or I will be responsible for paying any damages, losses or cleaning expense that may result 
in our use of the Meeting Room. 
 
 Signature: _________________________________________________________________ 
  
 Title: ____________________________________________Date: _____________________ 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Staff information only: 
 
Application received (date): ___________________ by Staff (name):______________________________ 
 
Deposit amount received:___________   Room Rental received: __________  Kitchen  rental:_______________ 
 
Nonprofit status verified:  _________________________Signage/Literature Distribution:___________________ 
 

Special requests:           After Hours     Approved by: ________________________Key Issued:____________    
 

            Food Request     Type of food & reason:__________________________________ 
          

     ____________________________________________________ 

            Equipment     Set up needed & why:___________________________________ 
  
        _____________________________________________________ 

Application Approved    Library Director:   ________________________________  Date:________________ 

Not Approved     Reason Not Approved: __________________________________________________ 
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 City Council Meeting  
May 24, 2012 

Agenda Item Transmittal 
 
 
Agenda Item #:           10 

Agenda Title:   Executive Session.  (Economic Development) 
 
Council Action to be taken:  Adjourn into Closed session. 
 
Initiating Department:    City Administration 
 
Staff Contact:    Jim D. Dunaway, City Manager 
  

1. INTRODUCTION/PURPOSE 
 
  

2. DESCRIPTION/ JUSTIFICATION 
 
The Taylor City Council will conduct a closed meeting under Section 551.087 of the 
Texas Government Code which allows such a closed meeting and which Rules conflict 
with the Texas Open Meetings Act. 
  

3. FINANCIAL/BUDGET 
 
      

4. TIMELINE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
  

5. RECOMMENDATION 
 
  

6. REFERENCE FILES  
  
10a  Executive Session form  



(Executive session Consolidated Form) 

TAYLOR CITY COUNCIL 
CERTIFIED AGENDA - EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
 
1. OPEN MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
The City of Taylor City Council convened in Open Session, declared a quorum on May 24, 

2012 and has posted an Official Agenda indicating the need for an Executive Session.  The 

Council will now adjourn into Executive Session pursuant to the Texas Open Meetings Act, 

Government Code Section: 

 

 551.071  To consult with its attorney regarding a matter in which the duty of 
   the attorney to the City conflicts with the Open Meetings Act.   
 

 551.072  To conduct deliberations regarding the purchase, exchange, lease,  
   or value of real property.   
 
 551.074 To discuss personnel matters 
 
 
 551.087 To conduct economic development negotiations and consider  
   financial or other incentives to a business prospect that the City  
   seeks to have locate in or near the City of Taylor.   
 
 
Any action resulting from the Executive Session will be taken in Open Session immediately 

following the Executive Session.  

 
2. BACK TO OPEN SESSION  
 
The time is now __________ and we will reconvene into Open Session.  No action or vote 

was taken on any matter discussed in Executive Session.  

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
 I, Donald R . Hill, Mayor of the City of Taylor, do hereby certify that this Agenda of an 
Executive Session of the City Council is a true and correct record of the proceedings. 
 
 WITNESS my hand this the _______ day of ____________, 2012 
 

____________________________ 
        Donald R. Hill, Mayor  

 

 

 

X 
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