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AGENDA

CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
TAYLOR CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER STREET
AUGUST 5, 2026, 6:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION

(The Board or Commission welcomes public comment on items not listed on the agenda.
However, the Board or Commission cannot respond until the item is posted on a future
agenda. All public comments are limited to 3 minutes.)

CONSENT AGENDA

1. Review and approve the minutes of the July 01, 206 regular meeting.

REGULAR AGENDA - NEW BUSINESS
REGULAR AGENDA - CONTINUING BUSINESS

2. Review work plan tasks with Freese & Nichols.
3. Present building inventory findings.

4.  Present definition findings

5.  Review and consider action on work plan items.

ADJOURN

I certify that the notice of this meeting was posted in the Taylor City Hall Lobby continuously for three
business days before the scheduled date of said meeting.
Posted by: Niecy Baum Date: 7/29/2026
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Minutes

CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
TAYLOR CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 400 PORTER STREET
JULY 1, 2026, 6:00 PM

Present: John Hawkins, Lea Bowman, Lotte Vehko, Kay Peebles
Absent: Frances Sorrow - excused

Staff Present: Niecy Baum

Guest: Chance Sparks and F&N associate, 3 community members

I. CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM - 6:00 PM
A quorum was declared, and the meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM

II. CITIZEN COMMUNICATION

(The Historic Preservation Commission welcomes public comments on items not listed on
the agenda. However, the Commission cannot respond until the item is posted on a future
meeting agenda. Public comments are limited to 3 minutes.)

No public comments.

IIT. CONSENT AGENDA

1. Lotte Vehko motioned, and Jack Hawkins seconded to approve the minutes of April 1, 2026..
The motion passed unanimously

IV. REGULAR AGENDA - NEW BUSINESS
V. REGULAR AGENDA - CONTINUING BUSINESS

1. . Work plan proposed by Freese & Nichols.

No formal action was taken on the work plan.

e Discuss the current district listed with the National Register of Historic Places. Does this
map need to be revised for the Historic District boundaries?

e Discussion for the Commission to review suggested Certificate of Appropriateness
Circumstances Matrix. Review suggested level of approval and process for Taylor.

e Should new construction always go to HPC or can staff approve clearly compliant infill?

e Does the Commission want to add levels of contribution or just have contribution vs non-
contributing?

e Are alterations treated differently if they are not visible from the street?

e  What work should be exempt?

e Lotte Vehko volunteered to start the building inventory of approximately 122 properties,
define contributing vs non contributing.

e Jack Hawkins was asked to review the current historic preservation ordinances to see if
the definitions of demolition, relocation, and economic hardship are clear enough as is or
need further clarification and updating.

VI. ADJOURN AT 7:02 PM

Signed by: Niecy Baum Date: 7/1/2026
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Certificate of Appropriateness Circumstances Matrix

Project (Scope of Work)

Historic Significance

Decision Making

HPC = Historic Preservation Commission * HPO = Historic Preservation Officer * NR = Not Required
HPO to review any building permit application in a Historic District or affecting a Historic Landmark
HPO review for NR would occur with building permit package to verify it meets exemption
Whether a structure is contributing is based on most recently adopted historic resources survey/National Register

New Construction (Infill Development)

New building construction (some cities opt to make
this an HPO action rather than HPC, but | suggest
not since this is National Register)

All Historic Overlay Districts

Additions

Addition that creates a new, or adds to an existing,
street-facing facade

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure (High and
Medium Priority)

Contributing Historic Structure (Low Priority)

HPO

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

HPO

Addition of a non-street-facing facade (not visible
when viewed perpendicular to street)

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure

HPO

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

New addition does not comply with the zoning
standards of the historic overlay district

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

Addition of awning or canopy visible when viewed
perpendicular to street

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure (High and
Medium Priority)*

Contributing Historic Structure (Low Priority)*

HPO

Non-Contributing Historic Structure*

NR

Addition of porch, patio, deck, pergola, or sail
sunshade visible when viewed perpendicular to

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure *

street
Contributing Historic Structure (Low Priority)* HPO
Non-Contributing Historic Structure* NR
Reconstruction, Alterations, Changes
Restoring historic architectural features Historic Landmark HPO
Contributing Historic Structure*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR

Replacing a historic architectural feature with a non-
historic architectural featurex

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure (High and
Medium Priority)*

Contributing Historic Structure (Low Priority)* HPO
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Replacing a historic non-architectural feature with a Historic Landmark HPO
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Project (Scope of Work)

Historic Significance

Decision Making

HPC = Historic Preservation Commission * HPO = Historic Preservation Officer * NR = Not Required
HPO to review any building permit application in a Historic District or affecting a Historic Landmark
HPO review for NR would occur with building permit package to verify it meets exemption
Whether a structure is contributing is based on most recently adopted historic resources survey/National Register

non-historic architectural feature Contributing Historic Structure (High and HPO
Medium Priority Structures)*
Contributing Historic Structure (Low Priority HPO
Structures)*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Replacing roof materials with different roof Historic Landmark
materials+ Contributing Historic Structure (High and
Medium Priority Structures)*
Contributing Historic Structure (Low Priority HPO
Structures)*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Modifications to exterior steps, stairways, and Historic Landmark HPO

ramps using in-kind material+

Contributing Historic Structure*

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

Modifications to exterior steps, stairways, and
ramps (addition or different materials)

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure (High and
Medium Priority Structures)*

Contributing Historic Structure (Low Priority HPO
Structures)*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure* NR
Paint removal from historic and significant Historic Landmark HPO
architectural featurgs (back to o'rlgl.nal condition; Contributing Historic Structure*
does not include repainting)
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Changes to paint color on previously painted Historic Landmark NR
surfaces (|ncl‘udes rep-amtlng or new paint on Contributing Historic Structure*
previously painted surface)
Non-Contributing Historic Structure*
New paint on unpainted historic and other Historic Landmark
significant architectural features Contributing Historic Structure*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Changes in color to awning fabric Historic Landmark NR
Contributing Historic Structure*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure*
Exterior lighting that is attached to the building or Historic Landmark HPO
structure Contributing Historic Structure*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure* NR
Rooftop HVAC, mechanical, or communication Historic Landmark* HPO
equipment that result in no modifications to the Contributing Historic Structure*
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Project (Scope of Work)

Historic Significance

Decision Making

HPC = Historic Preservation Commission * HPO = Historic Preservation Officer * NR = Not Required
HPO to review any building permit application in a Historic District or affecting a Historic Landmark
HPO review for NR would occur with building permit package to verify it meets exemption
Whether a structure is contributing is based on most recently adopted historic resources survey/National Register

building facade

Non-Contributing Historic Structure*

Rooftop HVAC, mechanical, or communication
equipment that result in modifications to the
building facade

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure
(High and Medium Priority Structures)*

Contributing Historic Structure HPO
(Low Priority Structures)*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure* HPO

Removal, Demolition, or Relocation

Awnings or canopies

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure
(High and Medium Priority Structures)*

Contributing Historic Structure
(Low Priority Structures)*

Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Exterior non-historic architectural features Historic Landmark HPO
Contributing Historic Structure*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Exterior siding to unencapsulate historic siding Historic Landmark HPO

materials

Contributing Historic Structure*

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

Removal, stripping, concealing, or destruction of any
historic and architectural feature that is integral to
the historic character of the building or structure, or
historic overlay district

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure
(High and Medium Priority Structures)

Contributing Historic Structure* HPO
(Low Priority Structures)
Non-Contributing Historic Structure* HPO
Non-historic additions that are made of non-historic Historic Landmark HPO
materials Contributing Historic Structure
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Attached carport, porch, patio, or deck Historic Landmark HPO
Contributing Historic Structure*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Attached carport, porch, patio, or deck made of non- Historic Landmark HPO
historic materials Contributing Historic Structure*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Reopen enclosed porch, patio, or deck to original Historic Landmark HPO
condition Contributing Historic Structure*
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
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Project (Scope of Work)

Historic Significance

Decision Making

HPC = Historic Preservation Commission * HPO = Historic Preservation Officer * NR = Not Required
HPO to review any building permit application in a Historic District or affecting a Historic Landmark
HPO review for NR would occur with building permit package to verify it meets exemption
Whether a structure is contributing is based on most recently adopted historic resources survey/National Register

Street facing facade

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

Demolition that results in the reduction or loss in the
total square footage of the existing structure

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure
(High and Medium Priority Structures)*

Contributing Historic Structure HPO
(Low Priority Structures)
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NR
Relocation of a building or structure on the same lot Historic Landmark HPO

Contributing Historic Structure

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

Relocation of a building or structure to a historic
overlay district (includes relocation of buildings or
structures within the historic overlay district)

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

Relocation of a building or structure from inside to
outside of the historic overlay district

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

Signage

Master Sign Plan

All Historic Overlay Districts

HPO

New signage, to include new signage that is
consistent with an approved Master Sign Plan

All Historic Overlay Districts

HPO

New signage that is inconsistent with an approved
Master Sign Plan or applicable guidelines

All Historic Overlay Districts

Changes in content or configuration (re-facing) that All Historic Overlay Districts HPO
do not involve changes in sign location, dimensions,
lighting, or total sign area
Amending an approved Master Sign Plan All Historic Overlay Districts HPO

Fences

New fence, railing, or wall inconsistent with the
overlay district's characteristics and applicable
guidelines located along a street or in street yard

All Historic Overlay Districts

New fence, railing, or wall consistent with the All Historic Overlay Districts HPO
overlay district's characteristics and applicable
guidelines located along a street or in street yard
New fence, railing, or wall that is not located along a All Historic Overlay Districts NR
street lot line or located in a street yard

Miscellaneous
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Project (Scope of Work)

Historic Significance

Decision Making

HPC = Historic Preservation Commission * HPO = Historic Preservation Officer * NR = Not Required
HPO to review any building permit application in a Historic District or affecting a Historic Landmark
HPO review for NR would occur with building permit package to verify it meets exemption
Whether a structure is contributing is based on most recently adopted historic resources survey/National Register

Exceptions, incentives or bonuses on building
height, setback, and lot coverage/impervious cover
standards pursuant to this Code

All Historic Overlay Districts

Renewal of an expired Certificate of Appropriateness

All Historic Overlay Districts and
Historic Landmark

HPO

* Only applicable to a street-facing facade

+ Material that is intended to replace a historic material or feature that is either the same or a similar material, and the
result will match all visual aspects, including form, color, and workmanship in order to retain the original design of the
structure, may be permitted by the identified decision maker for medium and low priority resources.
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(Oct. 1990)
United States Department of the Interior 1173
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

I. NAME OF PROPERTY

HISTORIC NAME: Taylor Downtown Higoric Digrict
OTHER NAME/SITE NUMBER: N/A

2. LOCATION

STREET & NuMBER: Roughly bounded by Fifth Strest, Washburn, Firg Strest, and Vance Stred.
CITY OR TOwN: Taylor VICINITY: N/A NOT FOR PUBLICATION: N/A
STATE:Texas CODE: TX  CcOuNTY: Williamson CODE: 491  zIPCODE: 76574

1 STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

Asthe desgnated authority under the National Historic Presarvation Act, as amended, | hereby certify thet this (jc_nomination) ( request for
determination of eligibilit)’) meetsthe documentation sandardsfor registering propertiesin the National Register of Historic Placesand medtsthe
procedurd and professiona requirements st forth in 36 CFR Pat 60. Inmy opinion, the property { x_ meets) (_ doesnot meet) the Nationd

Regiger criteria. 1 recommend thet this propgiyl)e consdered significant (__ nationally) ( _ statewide) ( x localy). ( See continuation shet for
additional comments.) A-\

Signature fffcertifying official Date

Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. Texas Historica Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meds  doesnot med the Nationd Regider criteria { S continuation sheet for additiona comments)

Signature of commenting or other official Dae

Saeor Federd agency and bureau

4. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE CERTIFICATION

entered in the National Register i ALO-"VA AN \NQCI X . [D " zC> "' (7)
_ See continuation shest,

determined eligible for the National Register
_ See continuation sheet

determined not eligible for the National Register

removed fromthe National Register

other (explain):
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USDI/NPS NRHP Regidtration Form
Taylor Downtown Historic District, Taylor, Williamson County, Texas Pege 2

5. CLASSIFICATION

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Private, Public-local
CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: Didtrict

NUMBER OF RESOURCESWITHIN PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING
35 BUILDINGS
0 0 SITES
1 3 STRUCTURES
0 0 OBJECTS
84 3 TOTAL

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THENATIONAL REGISTER: 2 (Predar-Hewitt
Building; Taylor Nationa Bank)

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A

6. FUNCTION OR USE

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: COMMERCE: financia institution, specidty store, department store, professond
GOVERNMENT: pod office, city hall
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: processng, sorege
INDUSTRY/PROCESSING/EXTRACTION: manufacturing facility
CURRENT FUNCTIONS: COMMERCE: financia ingtitution, specidty store, department store,
professional
GOVERNMENT: city hdl
VACANT

7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION:

LATE VICTORIAN: Itdianate

LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20" CENTURY REVIVALS: Classcd Reviva, Romanesque Revival, Beaux Arts
LATE 19™ AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercid Style

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco, Streamline Modeme

OTHER: One-pat Commercia Block, Two-pat Commercia Block

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION CONCRETE, STONE

WALLS sTucco, BRICK, WOOD, STONE, METAL
ROOF ASPHALT, METAL
OTHER CAST IRON, METAL/Pressed Tin, GLASS, CERAMICTILE

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (s continuafion shests7-5 through 7-18).
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NPS Form 10-90aa OMB Approval Na. 1024 0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Section 7 Page 5 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

The properties located within the Taylor Downtown Historic District comprise the core of Taylor's historic commercid
quarter and industrial sector. These buildings taken together represent significant agpectsof the economic, physica ad
architectura devdlopment of Taylor. Asarailroad town, Taylor developed both pardléd to the tracks and dong the
perpendicular artery that becameMain Street, Although the areaadjacent the railroad track and the block immediately to
the north dong Main Street are no longer the physical center of Taylor's expansve commercid district, this historic core
remains the visua anchor of downtown. Most properties within the Taylor Downtown Historic District are one and two-
pat commercia block buildings congtructed of brick. Other building typeswithin the district include two load-bearing
masonry warehouse buildings (Taylor Warehouse, Property #1 and the Spesgle Brothers Building, Property #115), a
central block with wings (the United States Pogt Office, Property #88), and five early to mid-20™ century ges dations.
Architectural styles represent those mogt common incommercid congtruction during the late 19" and early 20™ centuries,
including Classica Revival, Itaianate, Commercid, and Streamline Modem, While the earliest extant contributing
building datesto 1878 (Vinci's, Property #118) and the mogt recent building datesto 1954 (Property #111), the mgjority
of the properties within the district were constructed between 1880 and 1930, Congtruction, aterations, and modemization
continued throughout the period of significance (1876-1955), and reflect the changing physical nesds and aesthetic
preferences of commercial establishments. Alterations are typical of those medeto many commercid properties inthe
middle decadesof the 20th century, and reflect the town's continued prosperity as well as Taylor's recognition of
nationwide architectura trends. Despite minor dterations and modemization, contributing properties that predate World
Waer |l retain the character defining dementsthat convey avisual sanseof the historic environment.

The nominated district iscomposad of gpproximately 16 full blocks and portions of 6 others. These blocks, dthough
varied ingze, are laid out inagrid pattern with the majority of buildings oriented toward the North-South axes (Main
Street), The district isroughly bounded on the north by Fifth Stregt, on the east by Washburn (severd contributing
resources lie intwo blocks between Washburn and Elliott just north of the railway tracks), on the south by First Street
with the Missouri Pacific Railroad track providing avisua boundary on the south, and on the wet by Vance Street, These
boundaries are consgtent with the concentration of commercia properties that existed in Taylor from the 1880s onward.
There are 122 properties within the district, of which 84 are contributing (only two of thesewere previoudy listed on the
National Register) and 38 are non-contributing. The percentage of contributing properties is 69%, The contributing
resourcesretain integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location and association.

Setting and Description

Located in southeastern Williamson County, Taylor isa the intersection of State Highway 95 and U.S. Highway 79, ad
a the convergence of the Missouri Pacific (formerly the International & Great Northern) and the Union Pacific (formerly
the Missouri, Kansssand Texas) railroad lines. Taylor istwenty miles southeest of the county seet in Georgetown, and
thirty-four miles northeest of Austin. Other nearby towns in Williamson County are Hutto, Round Rock, Circleville,
Thral and Coupland,

The city of Taylor islaid out inacompact grid peattern, and the city limits are twelve miles square, A loop hes bean
congructed three-quarters of the way around the south portion of the city to allow for uninterrupted travel, whether
crossing the city on Highway 95 (north/south) or on Highway 79 (east/west),’ Business 79, or Seocond Street, is one block
north of the southem boundary of the Taylor Downtown Historic District; Highway 95, or Main Street, bisectsthe district.

http:/Avww.tayl oredc.comvtrans2.html
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NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024 0018
18-861

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Section 7 Page 6 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

Thesetwo segments of highway serve as the major east-west and north-south trangportation arteries through downtown
Taylor.

The historic district is roughly bounded on the north by Fifth Street, on the eest by Washburn, on the south by First Street,
and on the west by Vance Street, These boundaries liewithin the current Taylor Main Stregt District, but do not
circumscribe the entirety of the existing Main Street Didtrict, The grestest concentration of historic commercid properties
liesdong Second Stret (Business 79) batween Fowzer and Washburn, and dong Main Street (Highway 95) between
Firg and Fifth Streets, A significant number of industria-related resources are located dong First Street, immediately to
the north of the Missouri Pacific (formerly the Intemational & Great Northern) and the Union Pacific (formerly the
Missouri, Kansssand Texas, or the Katy) railroad beds

The aressimmediately surrounding the Taylor Downtown Historic District on the east and west are primarily residential.
Many significant residentia properties are found within dose proximity of the downtown district, and were home to some
of Taylor's mog significant merchants, busnessmen and professonds such as Danid Moody, Howard Bland, A.V. Dosk
(Recorded Texas Higtoric Landmark 1965), and JE, Tucker (RTHL 1991), The areato the north of thedistrict,

paticularly dong Main Street is primarily comprised of commercid and civic properties (including Temple College ad
Taylor High School) that were congtmcted beyond the period of significance. The areato the south of the digtrict is
comprised of a combination of industrial, commercid and residentia properties that are of adifferent character from the
commercid areanorth of the railroad tracks.

The Taylor Downtown Historic Digtrict isprimarily commercia in character. The properties to the north of the Missouri
Pacific and the Union Pacific tracks housad various retail and commercia busnesses, while properties directly adjacent to
the tracks and particularly those south of the tracks were rdated to agricultural, industrial and transportation activities that
dominated Taylor's economy during the period of significance. The earliest busnessesin Taylor were housed in buildings
adjacent to the railroad tracks or dong Main Street, Many small homes were congtructed in neaer proximity to the early
commercid core, particularly in the blocks eest of Porter and west of Tabot, By 1900, mogt of these homes were replaced
by commercid buildings.

Although Taylor did not become a county seet, the city blocks included within the historic district are laid out inagrid
pettern bessd on the Shelbyville Courthouse Squaretypology (fig. 1), with the City Hall occupying the centra block
usudly dlocated to the county courthouse” Block szesand the pattern of inter-block aleyways remain relatively
condgent throughout the core of the district. The lots are regularly divided (though are not uniformly deveoped) ad
average 28' inwidth.

The magjority of the buildingswithin the district were congtructed between 1878 and 1931, dthough infill construction and
dterations to existing properties continued throughout the period of significance” Only one building remains that was
congtructed from 1876 to 1880, saven were built between 1830 and 1889, and twelve between 1890 and 1899. Between
1900 and 1909, an edtimated twenty-nine buildingswere congtructed. This number was reduced to nineteen between 1910
and 1919, and nine between 1920 and 1929. Thirteen new buildings were complete between 1930 and 1939 (severd of

" Vesdka Rdoat E. The Courthouse Sguare in Texas Audtin: Universty of Audin Press 2000 (19;35).
A Condruction dates were determined using Sarbom Maps building comearstones, higtoric photogrgphs, intarviews ad the author's
knonmedge of late 19" and 20" century building trends
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NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
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United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Section 7 Page 7 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

thesewere begun in 1929), and eight more gppeared between 1940 and 1949. Only three new buildings were congructed
between 1950 and 1955, though severd faBade remodeings occurred during thistime Approximately eighteen buildings
and two structure were congructed after 1957,

One-pat and two-part commercia buildings are well-distributed within the district, though one-part buildings
predominate. Approximately 54% of all the buildingsin the historic district can be classified one-pat commercia blocks,
with two-part commercia blocks representing 20% of the building stock. Other building types include eight warehouses
or industria buildings, six ges sations, five posgwar commercid buildings(of the type similar to the former Williamson
County Equipment Building, Property #78), five contemporary buildings(all used as banking facilities), three centra
blocks with wings (including the Taylor City Hall, Property #81, and the United States Pogt Office, Property #88), ad
one temple-front (City National Bank, Property # 124).

The first commercid buildings congtructed in Taylor were false-front wood-frame structures with little or no architectura
embd lishment. These early buildingswere gradualy replaced by more subgtantia buildings, or sometimes rapidly
replaced in the aftermath of city-wide conflagrations (1878 and 1879), The mgjority of new buildingswere configured a5
one and two-part commercia block buildings. By the late 1880s and early 1900s, brick and masonry replaced wood-frame
dructures. Three-quarters of the buildingsin Taylor are congructed of brick, mogt of these are unpainted; approximatey
30% of the brick buildingsare painted and roughly 35% are stuccoed. Other exterior materid include load-bearing
masonry, concrete block, and wood-frame. Decorative fafade details were incorporated in mogt of the commercia
buildings within the district. Full-faQade awnings suspended from iron rods were aso common, as were transom windows
above these awnings. Evidence of these predominant features remains, athough many of the historic awnings have bean
replaced and many of the transoms have been dtered or filled. Other decorative motifs repeated throughout Taylor's
commercid digtrict include corbelled denticular comices (made of brick), pressed metd comices, and cast iron building
faBades. The magjority of these pressed tin comices and cadt iron storefronts (which include thresholds, pilaster and
columns) were fabricated in . Louis, and can be documented by their still-visible product samps. One extant cast-iron
gore front was made in Texas, this one a the Qil City Iron Worksin Corsicana (Cotton Sesd Annex, Property #109)
Twelve buildingswithin the district have cagt iron storefronts, including the three buildings that are part of the Peterson
Block (Property #18, 19 and 20), the John Bohls Building (Property #23) and the Richter Building (Property #47).

Onegory buildings predominate throughout the district, though two-story buildingsare frequently interspersed. Three-
gory commercid properties are far less frequent: the Swift & Company Poultry and Produce Building (Property #12) ad
the Taylor National Bank (Property 34) are prominent examples of three-story buildings. The Blazilmar Hotel (Property
#6) isthe only four-story building in the district. The historic district as awhole, and particularly the buildingsdong Main
Stret, exhibit condstent massing and composition, with many buildings sharing similar storefront configurations (many
ae inst gore fronts), fenedtration patterns, fenestration types (plate glass display windows on the ground floor and saeh
windows on upper floors), and architectural details such as decorative cornices and protruding pargpets. The district is
styligtically cohesve and istypica of late 19" and early 20* commercid properties around the state. The influence of Lae
Victorian commercid architecture isreadily gpparent in the arched windows and hood moldings of severd buildings such
a6 the First National Bank (Property #21) and the Thompson and Tucker Building (Property #17), There are severd
examples of Neoclassica architecture, including JamnesWetmore's Neo-Pdladian Pogt Office (Property #88) and the
Classicd Revivd stj'le of the City National Bank (Property #124), Although many of Taylor's commercia buildings were
congructed during the late 19* when Victorian detailing was common, only few buildingsexhibit the over-exuberance
and ornamentation that cameto characterize this style. The City Hall of 1935 (Property #81 A) exhibits characterigtics of
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National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Higtoric Didtrict
Section 7 Page 8 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

late ZigZag Art Deco as influenced by buildings displayed a the Chicago Exposition of 1933, and the Taylor Motor
Company (Property #32) isan example of Streamline Modeme, The Howard Theater (Property #125), restored in 2004,
d=0 digplays characterigtics of Art Deco, though with an abstract character that suggests and affinity to Streamline
Moderne,

Themagjority of the buildings in downtown Taylor were executed in atypica functional-commercia idiom, exhibiting
only afew stylistic accentsof the types described above. Y et four other distinctive building types exist in Taylor that are
not of an architectura style per s2 yet remain definablein terms of composition, details and materials. The first of these
types isaload-bearing masonry building, of which there are two examples. The Taylor Warehouse (Property #1) and the
Soegle Brothers Building (Property #115) (fig. 2). The Taylor Warehouse building isindustria in nature, and is
characterized by surrounding loading platformsand wide portas; the north e evation features a unique arched entryway
that adds architectural accent. The second building type of specid note isthe gas ation (fig. 3), of which there six
examples in downtown Taylor (arather large number given the compactness of the town). Four of these were constmicted
around 1930, and represent four types of common ges station types (Property #79 filling station. Property #42 house-type
with canopy. Property #16 service station with canopy, and Property #90 service station with bays, with Spanish Reviva
styligtic inflection).” The fifth service sation was condructed during the 1940s, and representsthe later form of a flat-
roofed box service station with bays (Property #72), Thethird building type of note isindustrial, and these buildings in
Taylor are characterized by simple frame construction often clad in corrugated metd (fig, 4). Smdl-scde industrial
architecture was common in Taylor in the areas immediately adjacent to the what was the |& GN and the Katy (M-K-T)
railroad tracks; large agricultural-industrial complexes are still intact on the south side of the railroad tracks beyond the
southern border of the commercid district. Both Sdesof the tracks were developed as a support network for the county's
agricultural economy and small industry. Cotton platforms, cotton gin plants, small processing plants, machine shops,
lumber yards, wagon yards and warehouses were built inthis areaas early as 1876. Sanbom mapsindicatethat the
magjority of these structures, through the mid-1900s, were simple frame buildings, often clad in "iron," presumably
meaning sheats of pressed iron, tin or other meta. These range from single-story, gabled roof dear goan warehouses, such
& Property #13 which was congtructed in 1916 and sarved as R.B. Soencer & Company Lumber Warehouse. Larger scde
indugtrid buildings, of similar congmction and materias, include those associated with the Taylor Bedding Company
(Property #129). The fourth and final building type of note isa o industrial in nature, but congtructed of subgtantia
concrete frame with brick infill. There are two examples in Taylor, both dating from 1930, of which the Swift & Company
Poultry and Produce Building (Property #12) isan excdlent intact representative. The second example isa 406 Tabot
(Property #94) and has undergone a subgtantia (though ddiberate and designed) feBade remodeling.

The mogt common alterations to buildings within the historic district are modernized storefrontsin which frame plate
dglasswindows and aluminum frame plate glass doors replaced the original wood-frame entryways and display windows.
The application of non-original materias (such as ceramic tile, meta or glass pands) a the bese of the ground-floor store
front or the covering of transoms were dso common and in most cases do not significantly detract from the historic
character of any property. A number of significant aterations occurred in the mid 1950s and 1960s including the
replacement of historic windows and doors with plate-glass framed in aluminum, and the re-clading of many of the
historic buildings with glasstiles, metd pands, buff brick laid inastraight bond pattern, and metd dip-coverings(fig. 5).

For ges dation types se Jdn A. Jde & Kedth A. Sculle The Gas Sation in Americar Bdtimore : The Johns Hopkins Universty
Res 19%4

Page 13 of 140



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
18-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Section 7 Page 9 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

Storefront dterations of this sort most often occurred only & the sreet level, and the areaabove storefront (usualy above
the awning level) including the pargpet remained intact. These modemizations were a nationwide architecturd trend
beginning in the late 19405 and numerous buildings in downtown Taylor reflect an intimate knowledge of such
devdopments. At least 39 of Taylor's 121 commercid buildingsdisplay store-front modemizations from the poswar
period, including Sturgis-Goldstein Department Store (Property #35), Bland's Jewders (Property #64), 206 Main Strest
(Property #122), and 204 Main Street (Property #121). Many of these digplay the intentionality of design, indicating the
involvement of aprofessiond architect; the concrete-frame building a 406 Tabot (Property #94) isagood example of
this, as is206 Main Street (Property #122), Some store-front dterations exhibit design features common after 1955,
including the addition of open-front or floating digplay window boxesas in the former JC, Penney Store a 314 Main
Street (Property #127), Because this represents a significant nation-wide trend, such store front redesigns should be noted
and the property's statuswithin the digtrict re-consdered once these modifications have reeched the fifty-year mark,’
Other common dterations to the historic fabric include the replacement of historic awnings (often wood-frame supported
on podts or hung from the faBade by iron chains) with contemporary awnings, the majority of these have retained the
historic placement and form and do not impact the integrity of most properties. 1n cases where the historic awning hes
bean removed dtogether, the building facades often retain ghostings or iron eye-hooks that indicate the original location
of the awnings.

Methoddogy for the Evaluation of Individual Properties within the District

An intensve leve survey was conducted inthe areabounded by Fifth Street on the north, Elliot on the eest. First Street on
the south, and Fowzer Street on the west. This areawas identified as a potentia historic district in January 2004 during a
windshield survey conducted by Texas Historicd Commission staff, the consultant, and Calvin Jayroe representing the
Exploratory Group for the Taylor Nationa Historic District (later subsumed by the Taylor Consarvation & Heritage
Society). The boundaries were sat a that time. Thisdistrict roughly correspondswith the properties under the purview of
the Taylor Main Strest Program. Joan Cabaniss AlA, of Taylor prepared abrief Historic Sites Survey for the Taylor
Consarvaion & Heritage Society in 19838, completing a historic stes inventory form for twenty-four properties within this
commercid district. Black and white photographs were aso taken a that time. The current nhomination utilized the 1983
Higtoric Sites Survey and the associated photographs, but the majority of the current survey and research were completed
between April 2004 and April 2005.

In early 2004, in consultation with Taylor Conservation & Heritage Society, the consultant examined properties within the
proposad district boundaries. Documentation consisted of mapping the location of the resources within the district, and
completing a historic resource survey form for eech property. A property was defined as the principa building & a given
address The survey formsincluded the survey inventory number (assigned in 2004 and keyed to the historic district map),
the corresponding 1988 survey number, the current name of the property or busnesshoused a that address, historic
names of the property, the situs address, legd description, resourcetype, landscape and sSte features, fiinction,
congruction date (actud or estimated), namesof the architect and builder, possible threststo the property, leve of
integrity, indication of existing historic designations (RTHL, NR, etc.) and a physica description of the exterior of the
property. Notes were included regarding the presence of any outbuildingsor associated structures that were visiblefrom

' For mare on the design of podwar gorefronts, see Jackson, Mike, " Storefronts of Tomorrow: American Storefront Designfrom1940
to 1970" in Presarving the Reoat Pedt 2, Philaddphia, 2000. Deborah Saton and William Foulks, Editors HPEF and Nationd Pak
Savice Washington D.C: 2000,
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the public right-of-way. This information was coordinated, when possible, with descriptions and satements of
significancefrom the 1988 survey cards At least one color photograph and one digital color photograph was taken of
eech property. Black and white photographs were taken of eech representative property.

The current physical gppearance of each resource was checked againgt Sanbom Fire Insurance Mapsfrom 1835, 1839,
1893 1898, 1904, 1912, 1916, 1923, 1931 and 1931-1947 to verify year of constmction, and any additions or dterations.
Dates of congtruction were established through records a the Williamson County Tax Assessor's Office, city directories,
newgpgper articles, and Sanbom Maps, Aerial photos from 1948 and 1965 were dlso used to check the physical
appearanceof the district. Photographs and historic postcards located in the Taylor Public Library proved useful in
documenting the historic form of numerous buildings, as well as demoalitions and renovations that have occurred in recent
years Reszarch on the history and development of Taylor, individual properties and significant individual s was conducted
a the Barker Center for American History and Taylor Public Library archives, which hes a significant holding of historic
materids. A great ded of information was collected from back issuesof the Taylor Daily Pressand the Taylor Weskly
Texan from as early as 1893, Building histories were dso compiled usingtwo Nationa Register nominations for
individual properties in Taylor, and severd files for Recorded Texas Historic Landmarks housed a both the Taylor Public
Library archives and the Texas Historical Commission.

Thedistrict was evaduated using the following considerations: the areaas awhole contained a high concentration of
historic properties that remain remarkably intact; there are afew examples of infill architecture that disrupt the feeling and
setting of the district; and the properties within the district reflect agpectsof the historical development of the downtown
commercid district from the mid 1800s to the present. The evauation of a commercid digtrict is complicated by the
economic necesdity to modemize facilities 20 that an areacan maintain itsviability. Thesetypes of aterations, which
include both building and street infrastmcture, are accepted as necessary and part of the development of ay  town. When
these dlterations are mede within the period of significance and remain sendtive to the historic character of the individua
property and the district as awhole, they do not detract from a resource's integrity. Integrity of location, setting, feeling,
association and design were consdered to be the mogt important agpectsfor thisdistrict. The individua components of
design, materids and workmanship were consdered in terms of hierarcha importance and visual impact. Building facades
were conddered astwo parts - the lower section congisting of the storefront, and the upper section consisting of the either
the upper leve of a one-pat commercid block (containing comice, pargpet, etc.) or full second, third or fourthfl oorsof
two-part commercia blocks. The following components were examined and aded in the determination of a building's
contributing or noncontributing satus materias usad on the ground floor; materids ussd on the upper portion or upper
floors; fenestration pattems on the ground floor; fenestration patterns on the upper floors; entryway; configuration of
overdl storefront components, awning (or indication of historic placement); comice; pargpet; architectura omament and
detailing; overal massng, composition and form. Many of the resourceswithin the district have undergone dterations
auch as the replacement of original windows, doors and storefronts, the replacement or remova of historic avnings or the
upport sygemsfor these awnings, the replacement or remova of historic materids, the removal of exterior treatments
auch as historic stucco or paint, and the application of non-historic faBade treetments such as Succo pands, colored glass
pands or ceramic tiles. These dterations are common, often fall within the period of significance, and frequently do not
detract from the overal higtoric character of a resource. The cumulative effects of auch changeswere evauated for eech
resource and these changesdid not automatically render a building noncontributing. Buildings that exhibited changesto a
magjority of the character-defining features or hed irreversible alterations were consgdered noncontributing even if these
buildings retained integrity of setting, feeling and association. Reversble aterations, such as the replacement of origina
windows or temporary blocking of windows or doorways, were evauated in terms of their visual impact. As was often the

Page 15 of 140



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024 0018
18-861

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Section 7 Page 11 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

cass, smdler resources could not withstand numerous dterations (reversible or not) and retain their historic cheracter, as
isthe case with the one-part commercia block a 202 Main Street (Property #120), Larger, more substantial properties
auch as the former Sturgis-Goldstein Department Store (Property #35) could undergo a number of physical dterations,
auch as the modemization of the ground floor tore front and the blockading of upper-floor windows, and till retain
integrity of design because other significant features such as bay delineation, cornice lineand pargpet remained intact.
Functiond industria buildingswere conddered primarily in terms of location, association, setting, feeling and design
footprint, as the very nature of these building types necessitates frequent change in materids and workmanship isnot
dways evident. Character-defining featuresfor industria buildingswere determined in accordanceto " A Field Guideto
Industrid Properties in Texas," authored by Amy E. Dase and published by the Texas Depatment of Transportationin
May 2003. Poor or deteriorating physica condition was found to be awidesporead problem in the Taylor district, but for
the modt part did not detract from the integrity of most resources. Aside from deteriorating historic materias, the primary
problem was vacancy and boarded windowsand doorways; again, this did not detract from the historic character of most
buildings in this gate of decline and in mogt cases would be easily reparable or reversible. Buildings less than 50 years of
age were considered non-contributing.

Upon completion of the survey and archiva ressarch, a color-coded map was created for the survey areadencting the
contributing and noncontributing resources (sse MAP 3), Find district boundaries were confirmed in consultation with the
Taylor Conservation & Heritage Society and staff a the Texas Historical Commission, The boundaries were dravnto
include the highest number of contributing resources, the fewest number of noncontributing resources and fewest number
of vacant lots. The following isalist of the properties within the district and their contributing or noncontributing status.
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# Address

A 313 1ST STE

IB 313 1ST STE

IC 313 1ST STE

2 209 1ST STE

3 209 1ST STE

4 106 PORTER ST

106 PORTER ST
101 PORTER ST
109 1ST STE

9 1OISTSTW

10 112 1ST ST W

1 102TALBOT STN

12 106 VANCE ST

13 301 2ND ST W

Property Name Previous Names

Taylor Warehouse
Tip Top Milling;
H Bland & Co,
Tip Top Milling;
H Bland & Co.
Heidenheimer

Company
Wholesde

Grocers
Heidenheimer

Company
Wholesde

Grocers

Auto Sdes
Blazilmar Hotel

Nelson-Davis&
Son Wholesale
Grocer
Nelson-Davis &
Son Wholesde
Grocer

Taylor Feed &
Supply; Talley
Bros Wholesae
Groc.

Swift & Co
Poultry and
Produce

RB Spencer & Co
Lumber
Warehouse

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

Current Property or

Business Name

vacant
vacant / storage

vacant

vacant

1889

1004

1916

Jeffs Resurrections

Auto Restoration

1916

Jeffs Resurrections

Auto Restoration

Landmark Inn(vacant) 1918

vacant

vacant

Taylor Feed & Supply 1904

Connor Building

1930

Taylor Volunteer Fire

Dept.

1916

Date

Type Status
warehouse C
warehouse C
structure C
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
two part C
one part NC
one part C
one part NC
industrial C
industrial C
industrial C
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14

17

B &

20

21

8K

24

25

26

27

8 B

13

Property Name Previous Names
205/209 2ND ST W Texaco Gas

205/209 2ND ST W by address

205/209 2ND ST W  Texaco Gas

201 2ND ST W
1192ND ST W
1152ND ST W

1132ND ST W

115 MAIN ST

1002ND STE
1002ND STE

106 2ND STE

1082ND STE

116 2ND STE

120 PORTER ST

218 2ND STE
200 PORTER ST

JA Thompson
Building Lumber
Yard

Peterson Block
Peterson Block

Peterson Block
First National
Bank

by address
by address

by address

by address

by address

Lone Star Linen

by address
Taylor Motor

residence
associated with
JA Thomson &
Sons Lumber
Yard

Thompson &
Tucker

John Bohls
Building (1980s)

Old Western
Union (1930s)

Old U.S. Post
Office

Forwood Transfer
Co & Mattress
Warehouse /
Tractor Sdesand
Sarvice

Tractor Sdes and
Service

Buick / Chevrolet Taylor Motor Co

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

Current Property or

Business Name Date
Shell (las 1970
owned by JA
Thomspson and Sons,

Inc. 141
The Station Collectibles;
owned by JA
Thomspson and Sons,
Inc. 1930
Art Office Signs 1893
Toy Crazy 13893
Barber Shop 1893
A Momentin Time/
Paperbacks, Inc. 1893
vacant 1883
Tobak Building
(residence) 1885
Tobak Building 1898
King Vending 1910
Scott Building 1912
\acanl 1912
Lone Star Linen 1931
City Body Shop 1912
1931

Type Status
ges station NC
domestic NC
ges station C
two part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
two part C
two part C
two part C
two part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
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a4

42

a7

49

51

Address

121/122 2ND STE

200 North Main

201 MAIN STN
1202ND ST W
200 2ND ST W
204 2ND ST W

206 2ND ST W

2ND ST W

300 2ND ST W

400 2ND ST W

211 3RD ST W
209 3RD ST W
209 W 3rd

111/119 3RD STW

111/119 3RD ST W

219/221 MAIN STN

212 MAIN STN
213 MAIN STN

218 PORTER STE

Page 14

Property Name Previous Names

by address
Taylor Nat. Bank

Sturgis-Goldstein
Building

by address
Kind Hardware
by address

Louis Mueller
BarBeQue

Louis Mueller
BarBeQue

Rudy Mikeskas
Bar-B-Que

Mobil Gas
Taylor Daily
I'less

Ed's Face
by address

Richter Furniture
| Taylor Office
Products

Richter Furniture

Melasky-Daliet
Building

City Nat, Bank
City Nat. Bank

by address

Kind Hardware

Louis Mueller
BarBeQue

Louis Mueller
BarBeQue
Safeway /
warehouse for
Taylor Bedding

Mobil Gas
Taylor Daily
Press

Forwood
Furniture

Melasky-Daliet
Drug Store

former siteof
Melasky Dmg

Filling Station

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
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Current Property or
Business Name

vacant

Attomey / City of
Taylor Volunteer Fire

Ro-Laine Furniture
Kind Hardware
vacant

Louis Mueller
BarBeQue

Louis Mueller
BarBeQue

Rudy Mikeska's Bar-B-
Que

The Station / Watkins
Motors

Taylor Daily Press
Ed's Plece

Taylor Office Products

Richter Fumiture
Texas Historic Cafe

(vacant) / Gomes
resdence

City National Bank

vacant / Williamson
County Storage

Date
1930

1970
1004
1912

1970

Type Status
two part C
two part C
two part C
one part C
two part C
two part C
one part C
one part NC
one part C
ges dtation C
one part NC
one part NC
one part C
one part NC
one part C
two part C
contemporary NC
contemporary NC
ges station C
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61

R 88

76

Page 15

Address

300 Washburn

2004TH ST E

119 3RD STE
117 3RD STE

113-115 3RD STE
106 3RD STE
300 N MAIN ST

301 MAIN STN

301 MAIN STN

116 3RD STW

216 3RD ST W

216 3RD STW
21 4THST W

201/203 4THSTW
201/203 4TH STW

117 4TH STW
105 4THW

Property Name Previous Names

Taylor Auto
Electric

by address

Eanes-Prewitt
Building

by address

Eanes Building
by address
Bland's Jeweders

by address

by address

City National
Bank

City National
Bank

City National
Bank

by address
Hays Building /
Hays Pharmacy
Hays Building

by address
by address

Tractor & Truck

Sdesand Service

Tractor & Tmck

Sdesand Service

Eanes-Jacobsen
(1988)

steof TW Marse
& Co(ater
Montgomery
Ward)

Gas Station

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
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Current Property or

Business Name

Taylor Auto Electric

Ca=Tractors

Louie's Hair/ Misty

Marx Massage/
Guearo's Restaurant

L&L Food Sdvage

T, Ford Enterprises /
Double S Ranch

Gourment Country Cafe

Bland's Jewders

Investment Centers of

America

Investment Centers of

America

City National Bank

El Corra Lozano

Hays Pharmecy
Frills

Pfeil Building: MidTex

Loan/Heart of Texad

Sharon Sanders Webster

Attny

Date

1941

1012
1912

om
1012
1900

1900

1965

1970

1980

1912
1914

Type Status
one part C
industrial C
two part C
one part C
two part C
one part C
one part NC
one part C
one part C
contemporary NC
contemporary NC
contemporary NC
ges station NC
one part NC
one part NC
one part C
one part C

Page 20 of 140



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Section 7 Page 16 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

Current Property or

# Address Property Name Previous Names Business Name Date Type Status
Predar-Hewitt Jayroe Building / Cotton
77 321/323 MAIN STN Building Sed 1914  two part C
Williamson
Williamson County
County Equipment / Auto postwar
78 2004TH ST E Equipment Ses Antique Warehouse 1949 commercia C
Cervenkas
79 300/3024THSTE Texaco Cervenkas Texaco 1930 ges dtation C
central block with
81A 400 MAIN STN City Hall 1935 wings C
Taylor Fire
81B 400 MAIN STN Department 1935  two part C
John Threadgill  John Threadgill
82 401 Man Stregt Building Building LittleLiberty's 1893  two part C
Allstate / Leland
83 104 4TH STW by address Electric Supply  Stevens CPA 1916 one pat C
84 1124TH STW 4th Street Station n/a 2000 structure NC
Melasky &
8 1144TH STW Bullion (attny). 1955 one part C
86 1184TH STW Barber Shop Ided Barber Shop 1923  one part NC
Odd Fellows Odd Fellows
87 1204TH STW Building Building /IOOF Taylor Made for You 1907  two part C
United States Post United States Pogt United States Post central block with
88 202 WEST 4TH ST  Office Office Office 1930 wings C
Williamson
89 VANCE/4TH ST County Annex 1999  contemporary NC
90 300/306 4TH ST W  Gas Station Paul's Pool 1930 gss station C
postwar
91 300/306 4TH ST W by address AUadin 1960 commercia NC
postwar
92 421 TALBOT ST by address S& D Plumbing 1970 commercia NC
Williamson County postwar
93 1095TH STW by eddress Precint 4 1960 commercid NC
94 406 TALBOT ST N by address Life Steps 1930 two part C
9% 103105 5TU ST W by address State Fam Insurance . 1930 one part NC
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Address

423 MAIN ST N

201/203 4TH STW
315 TALBOT ST
311 TALBOT STN
421 MAIN STN

415417 MAIN STN

407 MAIN STN
319 MAIN STN
317MA1IN STN
315 MAIN STN
313 MAIN STN
311 MAIN STN
309 MAIN STN

305 MAIN STN

303 MAIN STN
211/215 MAIN STN

209 MAIN ST N

13 MAIN ST

111 MAIN ST

109 MAIN ST

107 MAIN ST

Property Name Previous Names

Midget Cafe
Building
Hays Building
(pat O

by address

by address

Lee Building

by address

Texas Power and
Light Building

by address
by address
by address
by address
by address
by address

Colonia /
Howard Theater;
Duke & Ayres
TW Mas & Co
a onetime

by address

by address

by address

Old Brunner &
Williams Drug
Store

Part of Thompson

by address block

Part of Thompson

by address block

Thompson
Building

SpeegleBros.
Building

Midget Cafe

Otto Building

TU Electric
Riverds Bridal

Twin's Shop

Thompson
Building

SpeegleBros.
Building

OMB Approval No. 1024 0018
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Current Property or
Business Name

Gifts

Frills

Ted Hejl Law

vacant

TDS / Gambrdl's/
Bryan Techinical
Sarvices
University Federd
Credit union

Riveras Bridal
Young's

EBJ Sports Cards
Hiway 95 Cafe
Longhorn Title

Taylor Sporting Goods

Cotton Seed Annex
Leaders in Leather

Thrift Store
vacant

vacant

Spegle Bros. Building
(vacant)

Date

1914

1914

Type Status
two part C
one part NC
one part NC
one part NC
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part NC
one part NC
one part NC
one part NC
one part C
one part NC
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
one part C
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Current Property or

# Address Property Name Previous Names Business Name Date Type Status
116 103 MAIN ST by address Vic's Heat & Air 1907 one pat C
117 107 MAIN ST by address Vinci's Bar-B-Q 1912 one part C
Kamp Hotel /
Internationa

Hotdl / Centrd
Vinci's/ Kamp's Hotel / Windsor

118 101 MAIN ST Hotel Hotdl / City Hotel 1878  one part C
Harnessand Tin
119 119 2ND STW by address Shop 1898  two part C
120 202 MAIN STN by address NUtoU 1898  one part NC
121 204 MAIN ST N by address Shepherd's Heart 1900 one part NC
122 206 MAIN STN by address World Finance Corp. 1900  one pat NC
123 208 MAIN N ST Jones Building Toledo Loans 1885  two part C
City National
124 210 MAIN STN Bank City National Bank 1909 templefront C
15 306 MAIN STN The Howard The Rita The Howard 1914 two part C
126 310 MAIN STN by address Taylor Fitness 1900 one pat C
127 314 MAIN STN by address IC Penney vacant 1900  one part NC
Eikel Bros
Eikel-Prewitt Hardwrae /
128 316 MAIN STN Building Prewitt Hardware Citizens National Bank 1893  two part C
Taylor Bedding
129 417 2ND STW Co, Taylor Bedding 1930  industria C
130 400 MAIN ST N Band Stand Band Stand City Hall park 198 stmcture NC
Highway 95 Highway 95
132 Highway 95 overpass overpass overpass Highway 95 overpass 1965  stmcture NC
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA

X A PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITHEVENTS THAT HAVE MADEA SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD
PATTERNS CF OUR HISTORY.

B PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.

X C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION OR REFREIENTS THE WORK CF A MASTER, R HIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR
REFRESENTS A SGNIHCANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL
DISTINCTION.

_ D PROPERTY HASYIELDED, OR ISLIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Commerce, Community Planning and Development, Architecture
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 18/6-1955

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1878, 1879, 1832, 1930, 1931

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: 3ruve, Henry; Wetmore, James

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (See continuation sheets8-19 through 8-55).

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

BIBLIOGRAPHY (see continuation shet 956 and 9-57).
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A
__ preliminary determination of individua listing (36 CFR 67) hes been requested.
X previoudy listed inthe National Register
_ previoudy determined eligible by the Nationd Register
_ desgnated aNational Higtoric Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #
PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA:
X Sate historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission)
_ Other date agency
_ Federd agency
X Loca government: Main Street Taylor, Taylor Conservation & Heritage Society, Inc.
X University: University of Texas, Barker Center for American History
X Other — Specify Repository: Taylor Public Library
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The Taylor Downtown Historic District representsthe core of commercid activity and economic development in Taylor
dncethe lag quarter of the ningteenth century. Founded in 1876 in anticipation of the arrival of the Internationd-Greet
Northern Railroad, Taylor emerged as atransportation hub, center of agriculture and seet of commerce. The initial
purchase and platting of the townsite in 1876, the subsequent auction of the first downtown lots, and the completion of the
first rail linewere decisve eventsinthe town's initial development. This date, 1876, marksthe beginning of the historic
district's period of significance for the purpose of listing inthe National Regigter of Historic Flaces. By 1879, the
Internationd-Great Northem Railroad (I1& GN) hed transformed Taylor into a shipping point of consderable conssquence
the arrival of the Missouri, Kansassand Texas(M-K-T or Katy) line in 1882 solidified the town's stature as an important
trangportation hub linking the economies of the town and outlying mral agricultural arees atrend which continued
through the depression of the 1930sand into the 1950s Taylor not only became the key agricultural center particularly for
processing and trangportation of cotton and cattle of Williamson County, but cameto hogt numerous commercia
endeavorsincluding retail establishments, small scale industry and manufacturing. The Taylor Downtown Historic
Didtrict, with its proximity to the railroad, played a significant and varied role as acommercid and economic center of the
region, vying for importance with the neaerby county seet in Georgetown, and isthereforeeigiblefor listingin the
National Regiger of Historic Flaces under a number of Criteria. The Taylor Downtown Historic District iseligible for
liting under Criterion A a the loca leve of significance in the area of Community Planning and Development as an
excdlent example of alate 19"-century town plat expanded to accommodate physica and functional growth; inthe area
of Commercefor itsrole as one of the largest inland cotton markets inthe United States, an important center of livestock
trade, and as a hogt to numerous influential wholesdle, retail and industrial establishments. The district isaso eligible for
listing under Criterion C a the locd levd of significance inthe areaof Architecture as an intact sampling of late 19*' and
20" century commercia buildings that are reflective of locd and nationd architectura trends during the period of
dgnificance (1876-1955).

Immigration, Settlement, and Community Organization prior to 1876

The areaof Central Texasthat hes becorme Williamson County hes bean the site of humen habitation snce a least 4500
B.C.* Among the first known residentswere severd Native American tribes, including the Tonkawas, the Lipan Apaches
and Comanches, The first European exploration of the region likely occurred inthe late seventeanth century, when
Captain Alonso De Leon sought anew route between San Antonio and the Spanish missions in Eagt Texas, Their joumeys
pessed through the areaof Williamson County along Bmshy Creek and the San Gabrid River, In 1716, Louis Juchereau
de &, Denis and Domingo Ramon led a Spanish expedition that pessed through the areaand camped on Brushy Creek ad
the Sen Gabrid River, naming them respectively Arroyo de las Benditas Animas and Rio de St Xavier, Inthe 1740sand
early 18505 Spaniards built the San Xavier missonsand a presidio dong the Sen Gabrid between present-day
Williamson and Milam counties. Despite some success (including the converson of over 250 Native Americans to the
Cathoalic faith), the missonswere plagued by incessant raids from warring Apaches, by drought and by diseese. Although
exploration continued within the region, the Spanish finally abandoned these missonsin 1756, There were no Spanish
land grantsissued for the land within Williamson County.'

Handbodk of Texas Onling, sv. "Williamson County." http:/AMwvwy.tshautexas eduhandbook/onlingartidesvievANVW/howl | .html.
Archasdlogicd evidance suggedts prehigoric inhabitation dong the Sn Galrid River.
" Leffler, Jahn J "Williamson County Higtory" in Williamson County Sesguicentennid  1848-1998. Audtin: Audin Amegrican
Satesmen commemorative edition, Septambar 27, 1998,
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In 1825, the Mexican gate of Coahuilaand Texas gpoproved the first colonization contract with Robert L eftwich that
included present-day Williamson County. Before settlement could commence on the Leftwich Grant, he sold hisrights to
the Texas Asociation in Nashville, of which Sieghen F. Augtin was agent. The first six land grants in Williamson County
were officially issued to Stegphen Augtin in association with Sterling Robertson between 1831 and 1834.* Initial
sttlements began soon afterward.

In order to protect settlers interests inthe frontier region, the newly-established Provisiond Govemment of Texas
digpatched companies of Rangersto establish anumber of forts. These represented the first major wave of settlement in
theregion,' In 1835, inan attempt to Srengthen the frontier againg Indian attack, amilitary pogt caled Block House (or
Tumilson's Fort) was built near the heedwaters of Bmshy Creek in what would become southwestem Williamson County,
hut was ebandoned in February of 1836, when its garrison forces were withdrawn to counter the Mexican invasion. This
fort was eventudly destroyed by Indians and never rebuilt," In 1838, Dr, Thomas Kenney established the first civilian
sttlement, named Kenney's Fort, on Brushy Creek near the dite of the eventud crossing of the Katy Railroad, This half-
aore dte, defined by four log homes and a surrounding stockade, was abandoned in late 1840s Severd other Stes on
Brushy Cresk were settled soon after, including the Lawrence settlement southeest of present-day Taylor, Despite
perdgtent attempts to establish lasting settlements, Indian raids kept Anglo settlement in check, and a number of the early
pioneers, including Kenney, were killed by Indians over the next few years. As the Indian threet essed after 1846, and the
influx of settlers who cameto Texas after itsannexation traveled along Brushy Cregk and the Sen Gabrid River, Many of
these settlers established civilian forts, including Shiloh Fort, located on Brushy Creek three miles south of Hutto (1848).

There were a leest 250 settlers in what was then westem Milam County, and in the early months of 1848, 107 of them
dgned a petition to organize anew county. The Texas legidature established Williamson County on March 13, 1848,
naming itfor prominent attomey, circuit judge and hero of San Jacinto, Robert M, Williamson." Georgetown was laid out
as the county seet. According to the cenaus of 1850, the newly-established Williamson County had a population of 1,379
whitesand 155 daves. As was common in other frontier counties, most of the improved acreegewas usd to farm (com
was the crop of choice) and subs stence agriculture remained the predominant trend until the Civil War."?

The second wave of settlement commenced after 1848, and again was cantered around the Sen Gabrid River and Brushy
Creek. Thisdevdopment was attached to mills for grinding corn and ginsfor processing cotton." Early mill settlements
included Glasscock Mill on Berry's Creek, John's Mill a Forence, the McFadden & Gellett Mill a Circleville and the
Mileham Mill a Jonah.™ The first cotton gin was established & Rice's Crossing in 1852. The populationin Williamson
County exploded in the 1850s and 18605 and with it came a burgeoning economy, six times the number of daves in
1850, Agricultural pursuits were varied and reflected the county's geographicd diversity. Inthe eestem half of the county.

" Leffler, 3,
A Johrson, TH, "Downthe Years” 6
Johnson, TH, "Your Hame Town,” 4,
" 1bid. Judge Williamson never actudly lived in the county, and he died in Wharton in 1859,
U,S, Camas 1890,
" Johnson, TH. "Down the Years" 8,
Johnson, TH, "Downthe Years" 8.
The white population tripled betwean 1880 and 180 to 3638 whites, while the bladk population grew even mare dramdticdly to
&1 daves Handbook of Texas Onling, Williamson County.
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rich blackland soils produced hedthy crops of wheat and corn. Cotton was introduced inthe 1850s, but did not become an
important cagh crop until the late 1870s Cattle ranching and shegp herding, however, were widespread throughout the
county by 1860.” The Civil War caused little materia damagein the areg, but the vaue of established farms and livestock
holdings decreessd considerably. The economic recovery inthe 1870swas aded by the growth of the cattle and shep
industries, adramatic expansgon of cotton farming, and the coming of the railroad.

The fourth and largest wave of settlements was directly linked to the expangon of rail lines into Williamson County.
Taylor was founded during this fourth wave of settlement, and was the flrst town in the county to be established solely in
anticipation of the coming railroad. Other neerby towns that were founded as adirect result of the railroad include: Hutto
(1877; 1&GN); Bartlett (1882, M-K-T); Granger (1883; M-K-T); Coupland (1889).

Community Development, Industrial and Commercial Growth of Taylorsville, 1876-1882

The Intemational and Great Northern Railroad, later consolidated as the Missouri Pacific, entered Williamson county in
1875." In 1876, Taylor Staion or Taylorsville, named for Edward Maoses Taylor,* an official and part-owner of the
&GN, was founded & atrain gop dong the rail line that would eventualy sretch to Hutto, Round Rock and out of the
county by 1878, In anticipation of the devdopment that accompanied new railway extensons the Texas Lad

Company, headquartered in Pdegtine, bought parcds for the townsite from John Winsett and James C, Evans, The
origina town consgted of about 501 acres of land, of which 250.5 came from the Winsett survey and 250.5 out of the
BEvans survey. In May 1876, the townsite was laid out by M,L, Linch, acivil engineer and employee of the I&GN, The
entire parcd was cut into sixty blocks, soon after, William Elliot laid out an additional six blocks to the west sde inwhat
became the Doak Addition,N" Taylorsvillewss platted as a series of regular rectilinear city blocks emanating northward
from the railroad tracks. Although the town was not founded as a county sedt, the plat resembles the Shelbyville
courthouse square plan (sse Figure 1. Courthouse Typology) and perhgps suggests a cartain amount of ambition and
compstitive forethought on the part of the founders,

The Texas Land Company advertised the first sdle of lotsin May 1876, only afew months in advance of the completion
of thel&GN line”" The auction generated a greet ded of interest within the county, as prospective investors recognized

The practice bagen with herding wild cattle in the 18405 but the number of domedlicated cattle mare then tripled from 11,973 heed
in 1850 to 38114 heed in 1860. Smilarly, the number of dhegp grewfrom2937 producing 3499 pounds of woal in 1850 to 16952
dhep ad 3294 pounds of wodl in 1860. Handoodk of Texas Online, Williamson Courty,

" Johnson, T,H, "Down the Years™" 2.

Handbook of Texas Onling, "Taylor, Texas" hitp:/Awww tshautexaseduhandbook/onlingatidesvien/TT/hhet 1 .html; Mantor 1,
EM. Taylor, awedthy entrgareneurfromNew Y ork, wes one of the larges owneas of the railroad. See d<o brief datement onhim in
The Taylor Wesdy Texan, Wedhesdey Novamber 29, 1893,

" A tap lineof 1&GN was d=o extended from Round Rodk to Georgetoan in 1878, Johnson, T,H, "Your Home Town," 7,

The Taylor Weskly Texan, Wedhestby Novarber 29, 1893,

Thisdevdopmat pettemn is charadterized by in the Sting of a prominant civic building sted on a centrd squere thet wes in tum
surounded by a network of rectilinear city blocks. Mgor trangportation arties run dong the four ddes of the town souare, fadilitating
aoesss to adfromal parts of the county and date Vesdka, Robat E. The Courthouse Souarein Texas Audtin: University of Audin
Press 2000 (34-35).

Mantor | and Griffith 4. Leffler documeants the sdlesin May; Mantor reports the sdle of lotsas occurring une 1, and Griffith reports
the sde taking place around e 10. Therail line wesfinishedin ealy Augudt.
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that the proposed townsitewas nat only in the path of the coming rail, but was in the center of dready-established (and
growing) cattle trails. Thoughts of nearby farmland cultivation were soon to follow. Approximately eight town lots were
sold on that first day, including: block 5 purchased by Pedro Amite; lot 9 block 10 to Isam Olive; lots 16 and 17 on block
9 snldto R,M, Wiley and R, S Porter (both busnessmen from Davilla); Wolf Max and partner bought ot 18 block 4; CP,
Vance, amerchant from Circleville, in association with James A, Smmons purchesed lot 14 block 9, and later ot 15/
Josgph Yicabo purchesed ot 11 block 11; lot 19inblock 4 was sold to Elias Epstein and H, Goldgticker; lot 5 block 21
went to Samud Tomlinson," These early property owners were among the first to establish busnessesand congtmct a
number of wood-frame buildings. Many of Taylorsville's streets were named after these first investors, including Vance,
Olive, and Porter,

Although the first lotswere sold in 1876, the first mgp of the town, showing only forty lots, was not filed with Williamson
County until July 1878, The desd dictating the dreets and aleyways was executed around the same date. At thistime
(March 1878) Womack and Sturgis bought lots 1,2, and 3 inblock 4, Thisste was later developed as the T,J. Kamp Hotd
(Property #118, 101 Main Street) and the Spesgle Brothers Building (Property #115, 107 Main Street),™ These blocks,
adjacent to the railroad tracks, were the location of the earliest busnesses in Taylorsville, Development occurred rapidly
dong the rail corridor until the fire of May 1878, which decimated mogt of the earliest frame structures. After the fire,
Womack and Sturgis extended their property to include lots 3 and 4 of block 9 (now the location of Property #35, 201
Main Street), Here, the partners erected one of the first two-story brick buildings in Taylorsville, The ground floor served
amercantile busness and upper floor functioned as an assambly hall with a dage'*

From late 1876 to 1878, Taylorsville's building stock was characterized by its"temporary nature and chegp
congmction," ™ Beforethe town's incorporation in 1882, property owners were permitted to sdect their own materids,
and as a consaguence mog commercia and residentia properties were wood-frame structures. Thisreatively
inexpendve method of construction provided the grestest return on investment (particularly when paired with low lot
prices), and few building owners were motivated to upgrade. Improvements in building quality often did occur, however,
after the occasion of flrewhich was a particular hazard in tightly packed commercid areas with wooden buildings. Such
was the casewith the fire of May 1878, which originated in the Kamp Hotel and burned all of the wooden buildings on
the west Sde of Main Street from First Strest to the Wiley and Porter Building on block nine (gpproximately the location
of Property #110, 211 Main Street), The east Sde of Main Strest dso burned northward to ot 12 block 10 (now the
location of Property #49, City National Bank, 212 Main Stregt), ™

Despite this conflagration, 1878 was a progperous year for Taylorsville, Snce 1876, the town had acted as a stopping
point for trains and a shipping point for cattle and shegp, with relatively little land devoted to agriculture. Early
commerciad devdopments did however include sockyards and by 1878, a leest one cotton ginwas in existence onthe
stethat would become the Taylor Bedding Company (Property # 129) and one grain elevator was under congtruction.N' In

" Griffith 4,

+ The Taylor Weky Texan, Weohesdey Novambar 29, 1893, Griffith 4.

" Griffith 5.
Se Sabom mges ad Griffith 5.

" The Taylor Wesdy Texan, Wethesdey Novarba 29, 1893,
Griffith 5; Mantor 2, Griffith reports thefi reto be in the Winter of 1878 rather then in May as does Mantor,
Thefirstgin wes congructed in 1877, Griffith 10, Martor 1.
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only two years, the population had reached 1,000, only 500 fewer than Georgetown and 300 fewer than Round Rock,”
There were & leadt thirty-two businesses concentrated in the six blocks paralld to the railroad, and north to the 300 block
of Main Strest.N' Businesses sorang up not only in support of rail-related demands (hotdls, restaurants, and many saoons),
but dso for ranching and farming pursuits (including dry goodswholesders, hardware stores, and feed yards). Among the
mog prolific of early establishments were hotels. The first hotel in Taylor was owned by Anton Kroschewsky and his
wife, located north of the railroad on the future site of Kamp's Hotd (now V encil's Bar-be-Que, Property #118). Aswas
typica of early hotels, medswere available as part of the accommodations. In addition, Mrs. Kroschewsky mede
sandwiches which Mr. Kroschewsky sold to train men and travders. Thisearly hotel was destroyed in the fire 1878, but
the hotd was immediately rebuilt. The fire of 1879 again mck this property, and burned off the sscond gory/™ In late
1878 and 1879, the hotel was known as the International. Soon after, T.JN Kamp purchased the property and renamed it
& the Kamp Hotel. The wood-frame structure (held together with still-visible square nails) that currently houses Vencil's
Barbegue isthe remnant of this early hotd (dthough ancther fire in 1950 bumed the second story, yet again), and it
remains the oldest extant building in the historic district

Astown steswere s0ld and early businesses grew, Taylorsville begen to establish civic and cultural facilities. Thefirst
pogt office was established immediately after the town's founding in 1876. Inthis same year. Professor John McMurray
darted the McMurray Schoaol on the site of the JW. Darlington residence on Sixth Street. The first Sunday school services
were dso hdd there. Asthe Taylor population grew, McMurray abandoned the first school building for larger facilities,
and purchesad |ots on the north sde of Fifth Street (in block 28). Education was important, but religion unified the
community. The Texas Land Company encouraged the building of churches and charged areduced rate for the first
church properties in Taylor, Many early churches hdd sarvices in different locations before they purchesed lotsfor their
permanant establishments, but by 1878 a leadt five subgtantid religious building were underway. The &, James Episcopa
Church was among the first founded in 1876; the dedicated church buildingsfor the Christian, Baptist, Presbyterian
Churches, Roman Catholic were all under congtruction by 1878 Many of these early churches were congmcted aong
Fifth Street (such as the Methodist), and many were built on Sixth Street, which cameto be known as Church Street,
Fraternd organizations dso played asignificant role in the early cultura life of the town. The Odd Fellows Lodge was
"reported to be strong'" though did not havetheir own lodge facilities. There was dso an active temperance organization.
Entertainment was not ignored in this growing town, and as early as 1876 an auditorium and stage were built to attract
traveing artists and performers, and to give locd taent aforum inwhich to perform. Severad abortive efforts were mede
to establish aloca newsgpaper before 1879, however, the mogt successful forayswere mede by Minor H. Brown, who
began publishing and editing The Taylorsville Timesin 1879, which ran through 1898," Brown aso founded The Taylor
Wedkly Texan in 1880, which he sold in 1887 but continued to edit. Although the town population was quite large and wes
expanding rapidly, civic infrastructure was dow to develop. Streets were rough and muddy, and fire protection was

At thetime, Gaveton westhe largest ity in Texas with a population of 35000 followed by Hougton (25,000), Ddlas (20,000),
Fot Warth (10,000), and Audtin (13,000). Johnson, T.H. "Down the Years" 2,
Mantor 2,
" Taylor Daly Press Wad May 10 1978: Page 7, FILES Taylor Public Library.
" Mantor 2,
% 1bid,, 1-2
" Martor; Griffith 8.
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limited to a number of double hydrants dlong Main Stret,” City drinking water was supplied by anatural spring in the
Murphy and Mendd pastures and sold for twenty cents per barrd "

A massve fire on 25 February 1879 changed the face of Taylorsville dmogt ovemight. The fire darted a dte of
Intemational Hotd between Commerce and Broad Streets (now First and Second, respectively), and becausethe mgjority
of buildings were wood-frame, the conflagration bumed mog of the commercid section of downtown, A second fire
broke out in asdoon and the remaining businesses and some homes were dso burned. Twenty-nine of the existing thirty-
two businessss burned in this fire™ In other late-ningteenth century towns, transition from frame congtruction to more
subgantia and permanant brick and maesonry  structures was often gradud and corrdated with economic growth; in
Taylorsville, the devastafion of 88% of commercid buildings necesstated an immediate rebuilding. The fire of 1879
encoureged amore aggressive gpproach, and most new congtructions were executed in brick, alarge portion of which was
mede locally.

Despite the destructive fire and the sulbbsegquent struggle to rebuild, Taylorsville grew quickly. By 1879, only three yeers
after itsinitia platting, the town had become shipping point of major consequence, A Septembar 1879 articlein the
Taylorsville Timesreports szable exports of cotton, wool, hides, bones oats, com, flour, hogs, shegp, horses, and cattle.
Of these, cotton and cattle were the largest,” By 1880, the Texas Land Company hed sold dl of its interest in Taylor to
John Barnes and Jaoob Wetmore, In December 1890, Bames and Wetmore conveyed their remaining interests to the New
York and Texas Land Company, which subsequently sold all of itstown lots. By thistime, Taylorsville had incorporated,
and shortened its name to Taylor,

Community Growth in Taylor, 1882-1929

In 1882, the Missouri, Kansss & Texas Railroad (the M-K-T or the Katy) was extended across the Williamson County
line and into Taylor, The construction of this railway, which intersected with the 1& GN, ensured that Taylor would
become a major transportation hub for the county, and one of Centrad Texass most important shipping centersfor cattle,
wool and cotton. The extension of the IG&N into Williamson County in 1876 laid the foundation for settlement in Taylor;
the extensgon of the Katy into Taylor in 1882 provided additional economic incentives, Taylor's location on these two
major railroad lines brought large shipments of goods into the area (notably, building materidls such as cadt iron and
brick) but sent even larger shipments of cotton, cattle, and other goods out of the area Thistrangportation activity further
dimulated commercid and banking activities and prompted industrial and agricultural processng busnesses that
depended onrail service. Freight depots for both railroads were constmcted dongside their respective tracksjust south of
Firg Street, By 1898, the Katy had an additiona freight house eest of the commercia district, neer First and Burkitt." All
of these freight depots were initially modest, utilitarian wood-frame buildings. By 1913, the 1& GN had replaced their first
depot with a more subgtantia two-story building with Spanish Mission style influences (now demolished). The majority
of the railroad shops, including roundhouses and repair facilities, were south of the railroad track,*" A joint pessanger

Se Sabom Maps, 1835, 1839, 1893,
Mantor 2.
Ibid..
" Taylorsville Times Sqt 9 1879.
** Sarbom 1898,
By 1912, these facilities weare expandve Sz Sanboml 912,
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termind for both of these railroadswas in use by 1885, and was positioned south of First Strest and Porter, just eedt of the
freight depots. This passenger depot was enlarged and improved around 1898 and again around 1914, but was demolished
and replaced by the current AMTRAK depoat (south of boundaries for the historic district).

After the arrival of Katy, the town developed a such arapid rate that the citizens began to demand civic organization and
a city govemment, Taylorsville, now renamed Taylor, was incorporated in 1882, City govemment took the mayor-
dderman form, with Daniel Moody, a prominent judge and businessmen dected as the first mayor,"” At thistime, the city
limits were expanded to one and ahalf miles ineach direction from the town square, a block of land which hed initially
been donated by the Texas Land Company for public buildings. These city limits were in place until 1890 when continual
growth necesstated expanson beyond existing boundaries™ Subsequent additions were laid out on the eastern and
western ends of town, and aF,M, Girard laid out alarge addition on the south sde of the tracks in March 1891** By this
date, the population hed reeched 2,547, of which 556 residents were black,™

Taylor soon became the largest town in the county - the largest to grow as a direct result of the railroad -and soon

overshadowed Georgetown as acenter of ranching, agriculture, commerce and shipping, Taylor'srising status encouraged

new settlement in the area Land usage in the 1870s had centered around raising livestock, primarily cattle and sheep.
Early resdents, such as John R, Hoxie, arailroad magnate and former mayor of Chicago, often owned large tracts of land
for grazing grounds™ As savwvy budnessmen and investors began to redize the potentia of the areds rich soil, these
larger acreeges were portioned into smaler parcds and sold as farm plots. The introduction of barbed wire (patented by
Josgph Glidden in 1873) hed a profound effect in cutting off open range grazing, and securing these smdler plotsof
farmland. Agricultural pursuits began to gopear more lucrative than the declining ranching industry, and Taylor began to
dtract a growing number of farmers, merchants and professionas. Mogt of these new residents were primarily Anglo-
Americans from the southern United States, or Europeen immigrants from Germany, Austria, Sweden, and the Czech
lands (including Moravid), Inthe 1880s, Taylor in particular drew a large number of Czechs and Moravians, as well ssa
significant number of freed blacks which condsted of about 25% of Taylor's population. Many of these African-
Americans lived inthe outlying arees and worked as tenant farmersor sharecroppers'™ Immigration increased yearly, ad
the nesdsof thetown and county had outstretched the capacity of the first buildings. By 1890, after only fourteen years of

Daniel Moody was the father of Daniel Moody, Jr., wholater became a two-term governor of Texas (1927-31). Handbook of
Online, s.v. "MOODY, DANIEL JAMES, JR," http://mww.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/view/MM/Imol 9.httnl .
" The Taylor Weekly Texan, Wednesday November 29, 1893.
A 1bid.

U.SCaas dda
A In 1878, Hoxie purdiesad 9,000 acres of land esdt of Taylor and etablished a ranch there A amdl community eventudly grew up
aound his ranch and eventudly induded a schoadl, blackamith shop, generd Sore, and cotton gin. Hoxie became one of the wedthiest
individudsin Williamson County and hed sgnificant tiesto with meny Esgam and Midwestern entt-goreneurs who necke econamic
devdopmant posshle He wes an influentid busnessmen in Taylor, and indrumentd in the physicd and economic devdgpmeant of
thetown and the surrounding arees Notebly, Hoxie wes dso thefi rstpresdant of the Frat Nationd Bark of Taylor, founded 1833,
Se Mantar 5; Leffler, John J. "Williamson County Higtory” in Williamson County Sesquicantennia  1848-1998. Audtin: Audtin
Amdican Sateamaen commeamardive edition, Sgatambar 27, 1998 38; Handbook of Texes Onling, sv. "HOXIE, TX,"
http:/Anww tshayutexas. eduhandbook/onlingartid esvien/HH/hnh47,html,
* Leffler, Jdn J "Williamson County Higtory” in Williamson County Sesquicarntanid  1848-1998. Audtin: Audin American
Saesren commamardive edition, Sgatambear 27, 1998 40,
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exigence, Taylor hed a population of 2,584 resdents and a leest 107 permanat busnesses™ By 1900, the population
hed reached 4,212, The greatest period of growth for aten year period occurred inthis decade, from 1890 to 1900, when
the increese was 1628 residents

Taylor quickly asaumed the leading role as the agricultural center of Williamson County, due in part to itsrail linkage to
Hougon and the northreastem United Sates Rich blackland soils and an agreedble climate proved conducive to
production of cotton. Other products (in order of vaue and yield) were com, ocats, sorghum, hay, millet, and whest,

Taylor's commercid center, however, grew indirect regponseto the neads of the cotton industry and the requirements of a
major rail shipping center. Most commercid activity catered to the loca clientee, salling lumber, farming supplies, dry
goods and sundries. Lumber yards were amnong the largest deve opments within the district, often encompassing an entire
city block or more, A number of early lumber yards, mostly located on the west sde of town, provided materids and

building services in Taylor, Some of the largest included Thompson and Tucker (1885-1904, First and Talbot), J, Griffith

(1885. Second and Talbot), C, Williams and Sons (1889-1898, Porter and Second), S+ Evans and Company (1893, First
and Davis), Williams Brothers (1898, Sscond and Doak), Holder Lumber (1904, Second and Fowzer), JA Thompson

Lumber (1904-1931, Second and Vance), RB Soencer Lumber (1912-31, Sscond and Fowzer), and Fairchild Lumber

(1912, Third and Fowzer). Though there were a greast number of lumber yards inthe 1880s and 1890s, after about 1916,

JA Thompson and RA Spencer dominated the lumber business in downtown Taylor, Severd loca industries produced

building materids ussd in Taylor and in the surrounding region. There was a least one, and possibly severd, brick plants

in the Taylor vicinity. The dates and locations of these brick plants within the area remains to be documented. References,

however, to their exigence have been noted in severd publications and inord interviews. The Eikel-Prewitt Building was
congructed in part of Taylor brick. Other loca buildings of note were dso congtructed of Taylor brick, which because of
its soft composition was often stuccoed or plastered. Although abrickyard operated in Taylor, the ided minera depodts
necessary for a successful brick-making operation were not present in the area. The brick mede in the vicinity was too

sandy, cmmbling easily, and therefore inferior. Rather than be deterred by this lack of quality, owners and contractors

duccoed the exterior of buildings congmcted with Taylor brick. In many casssthe stucco was then scored to resamble

done, amore prestigious building material than brick, A number of the commercia buildings constmcted during the late
nineteenth century illustratethe use of succo stored to resemble sone, including the First National Bank (Property #21,

109 Main Stret). In the years following the Civil War, cagt iron was increasingly used for stmctura components and

dong with pressed metal and galvanized iron sheeting, was used as an architectural ement. Cagt iron was molded into

window cgps lintels, window sills, columns, pilasters, and comices. Cadt iron dements were often combined to cregte
entire gore fronts. Some of the best known manufacturers were the George Mesker and Company and the Union Iron

Foundry, &, Louis, Missouri; Vulcan Iron Works of Fort Worth; Phoenix Iron Works of Houston; Lee Iron Works of
Gaveston, Because Taylor was founded as a railroad town, many early builders could readily import cast iron for

building frontsfrom mary of thesewell-known iron works. Severa prominent buildings incorporated such details, mostly
imported from Scherpe and Koken in &, Louis (see Property 82, Main Street),

Sarvice industries were dso crucia to Taylor's operation, and blacksmith shops, carriage works and hamess shopswere
scattered throughout the commercid district. 1n 1889 aone, Taylor hed five sdloons (all inthe four blocks neerest to the
ralroad and flanking Main Street), four barbers and four laundries (two of which were "Chinese")." A number of

S Sabom 1839, 1893
' Johrson, T.H, "Downthe Years" §,
' S Sabom 1839,
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physgcians and atorneys maede Taylor their resdentia and professond home, and officed above the ground-floor
commercia goace of larger buildings such as the First National Bank (1883) and the Taylor National Bank (1894).

Taylor became a leader in cotton production in the late ningteenth and early twentieth centuries (fig. 6). Assodiaed
indugtrial activities included the ginning of raw cotton, processing of cotton fiber into textiles, refining the cotton ssed
into oil, and using cotton to make mattresses a Taylor Bedding Company, The first cotton mill was organized and wes
fully operationd in 1877 on the south side of Commerce Street, Other significant agricultura production companies were
Hartman's Cotton Gin (1885, on Fowzer), Rhodes Cotton Gin and Feaed Mill (1885, on Davis), Taylor Cotton Qil and
Manufacturing Company (1893, First and Doak), Taylor Compress (south of the railroad tracks). National Compress
(1898, south of the railroad tracks), Aderholt and Company (1912, Second and Washbum), Taylor Milling Company
(1912, First ad Elliott encompassing Property #1), and Taylor Cotton Oil Works (1912, south ofthe railroad tracks).
There were many other gins in Taylor and the surrounding area during the heyday of the cotton producing industry.
Around 1920, Taylor proclamed itself the "World's Greatest Inland Cotton Market," and remained the mogt important
trade center for the eastern part of the county until after the sscond World War,"

Because of its location on the railroad, Taylor atracted more industrial devdlopment that mogt cities in the county. The
Taylor Bedding Company (Property #129), located north of the railroad between Fowzer and Davis, was perhgpsthe most
significant industria activity to contribute significantly to the Taylor's economy from its foundation to the current day.
Founded in 1903 by the Forwood family, who aso owned a furniture shop in town, Taylor Bedding grew from asmdl
building on the tracks to dominate an entire block between Fowzer and Davis Streets (fig. 7). Products included not only
their famous Moming Glory and Sanidown mattresses, but quilts, comforters, padding, batting, felts, upholstery. By 1930,
it wes one of the largest mattress manufacturers inthe south. At pesk production, its 400 employees could tum out 2500
meattresses (enough to fill five rail cars) inone day. In 1942, the plant encompassed over 100,000 square feet (more than
two city blocks), owned thirteen buildings to house equipment and stock, and could produce 5,000 mattresses in asingle
day, Taylor Bedding was and is one of the few budnesses in Taylor to maintain its nationa reputation, and the dogan
"Taylor-Made" gained household meaning,”

" Bawem the beginning of Taylor's cotton boom in 1877 and World Wer |1, Texas wes the largest cotton-producing detein the
country. The number of planted and harvested aresge as well asthetotd yidd (in pounds and baes) wes & least double and mare
often triple to four imes thet of any other Sate, Texas cotton comprised bawean 30% and 40% of the nation's cotton production, ad
goproximatdy 75% of this cotton was shipped to foreign markets (for more, see the Texes Almanec for 1929), For exampe, in 1920,
there ware 12972000 acres planted with cotton in Texas which producaed 4,345,000 beles the next largest oatton producing dete wes
South Cardinain which only 2501,000 aares of cotton were planted to yidd only 1,623000 bales The grestet yidld of cotton wesin
1999 (6,040,000 bdes), and the ssoondHargest production yeer was in 1996 (5,628000 beles), atotd of dmod four million beles
more then the next largest produding date (Misssdppi). It wes & thistime that Taylor dedared itsdf the "World's Largest Inland
Catton Market." Although ginning and sdles supporting thisdaim hes nat bean uncovered, the likdihood of the daim is greet
congdaing that in 1919, 1920 and 1922 Williamson Cournty wes the largest cotton producer in the date of Texas In 1921, 1923 ad
1924, Williamson County wes ssoond in cotton production, dosdy following Ellis County. In 1927 and 1928, Williamson Courty fell
to third in Satewide cotton production. Genard datidics courtesy of the U.S. Departmant of Agricultures Nationd Agricultura
Satidics Savice (NASS), hitp:/Amwww,usdagoviness, county datidics dted from Texas Almanec 1929 (102-104),

"It's All Dane With Catton: The indde gtory of the world's largest bedding plant,” Taylor: Taylor Bedding Manufacturing
Compary, 1942
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With the success of a diversified economy that included not only agriculture, but processing, shipping, manufacturing,
banking, retail and wholesde, Taylorflourishedthrough the flrst two decades of the twentieth century to approximately
1931. With the discovery of dil innearby Thrall in 1915, alarge amount of capital flowed into the town, Taylor witnessed
gredt activity in building and generd infrastructural improvement. Many new homes were built, and businesses were
recongmcted or remodeled. Downtown merchants and professionas were interested in expanding their floor goace, and
continuing to modernize their building. Physicd aterations to older buildings included the remova of old post-supported
avnings and the ingtalation of the new awnings which hung from the faBade on iron chains or rods, and the ingtalation of
glass show windows to replace the old two and three door openings to stores. Stredts in the thriving business district were
paved. Gins, compresses, rail yards, banks, and sores attracted farmers from the surrounding arees

Along with the shift to a cotton-based economy, one of the more significant developments in Taylor's commercia history
was the formation of severd large banks (fig, 8). The establishment of banks meant an increased availability of loansand
credit, acrucia factor in the deveopment of downtown businesses and buildings, but even more important for agricultural
practices that required many farmersto buy on credit and pay when crops came in. Thesetransactions affected both the
locd busnesses that would float credit and the banks that would supply loans to support businessesthat were cash-poor.
The first bank in Taylor was privately owned and operated by Miller Brothers and Robertson, but was discontinued by
1883," Thefirst "national" bank in Taylor was dso the first in all of Williamson County; it was established in 1883 with
John R, Hoxie as itsfirst presdent, The First Nationa Bank was housad in atemporary location a the corner of Sscond
and Main greets until the bank's permanent home was completed toward the end of 1883 on the opposite comer a 115
117 Main Street (Property #21), The bank remained on thissite until its merger with Taylor National Bank in 1931," The
Taylor Savings and Loan Association was organized in 1885, with Dr, R, H, Eanesas president. Thiswas perhgpsthefirst
savings and loan in the region. It later changed its nameto Taylor Banc Savings Association. The Taylor Nationa Bank
(Property #34, RTHL and NR), was etablished in 1888 by C. H. Booth, Sr,, who had been adirector of the First Nationd
Bank of Taylor, Booth founded the new bank on the premise that it would be "people owned," or owned by stockholders.
The Taylor National Bank purchased the sSite & Main and Second Strets (lots 7 to 9, block 10) in 1838 for $4800, The
bank's parmanent home, the three-story brick and sandgtone building, was designed by prominent Austin architect A. O,
Watson and congructed in May 1894, The lagt of the three mgjor banks in Taylor was the City National Bank, founded in
February 1900 by John H, Griffith, Dr, R.H, Eanes JJ, Thames, CC. Hooper, SA, Eadey, H,T, Kimbro and Robert D.
Pam’* The bank was first housed inaone-gtory building, congructed in 1900, The bank remained in that location until
1908, when it purchesed the lota 210 N. Main from Thomas Duffy, The new building, aClassca Revival temple-front,
was designed by prominent locd architect Henry Stmve in 1909 (Property #124), This new building was and still remains
one of the only examples of high-style Classicd Reviva architecture in Taylor, and demondratesthat architects and
clientsin Taylor were atuneto nationwide architectural trends. The Struve-designed building was home of the bank until a
new building (Property #49) was congtructed and opened on May 13, 1965," The First State Bank and Tmst Company
was the lagt of the magjor banks and it was founded in 1913 on the ste of the 1965 City National Bank Building, By 1915,

Griffith 10.
""" Taylor, Texas The City of Opportunity”, 1915: 13, For mare on the FHrgt Nationd Bank, see NR sattion Represantative Propaties
" Johnson, TH. "Down the Years” 9,

Griffith 1519,
"Griffith 15,
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Taylor had four major banks, two of which lagted through leaner times of the Great Depression of the 1930s and into the
present day.

Growth inthe commercia redm during the late 1890s and early 1900s pardleled devedlopment inthe civic arena, Taylor
dected itsfirst mayor in 1882, and retained this form of city govemment until 1914, when the city adopted a commission
and city manager,” In 1905, Taylor commissoned a new city hall. It was desgned by Henry Struve and built by
contractor John F, McKnight, The city hal housed city offices, police and fire departments, and had opera house on the
soond floor. Declared "unsafe in 1934, the city hall was demolished and replaced in 1935 by a "modem"™ building
influenced by nationwide architectura trends and displaying characterigtics of ZigZag Modeme and Streamline Modeme
(Property #8LA),

The first United States Pogt Office opened on August 9, 1876 with J,B. Loper as first Postmeagter, Thispog office located
in awood-frame building on the eest Sde of Main Streat neex the railroad tracks, but was destroyed by fire in 1879, The
soond pogt office was a the comer of Eagt Ssoond and Porter, with John O, Fink as the Postmadter, In 1890, the Post

Office was moved to the south sde of the John Threadgill building & Main and Fourth. A year later, it moved to West

Second and Tabot. For a short time, it was housad inthe JJ, Crim Fumiture Building a the comer of Eagt Ssoond ad

Tabot, On Jn 15, 1903, Pogmeder Henry C. Payne dgned a leese for the Pogt Office to be housed in the Sturgis-

Goldgein Building & Main and Fourth. On Sgptember 15, 1903, rurd free delivery was ingtituted, and Taylor ogpened

three routes. On October 12, 1914, the United States govemment purchased the ste of the present-day United States Pogt

Office (Property #38) from Robert J. Eckhardt and Oscar E. Roberts for $5000. Still unreedy to constmct a new facility,

the pogt office continued to rent, and in 1922 occupied goece in the T.W, Marse Building a the southeast comer of Fourth
and Tabot (demaolished for new bank facilities in 1965), Congressman  James Buchanan was ingrumenta in acquiring
appropriations for the present building, which opened on June 28, 1930, The pogt office represents one of the few magor
building projects executed in Taylor during the beginning of the depression; it was perhgps the income generated from

this project that ddayed economic devadtation that many other regions of the country faced in late 1929,

Although mogt dregts and dleyways in Taylor's commercid district were laid out and named by 1878, significant
improvement did not occur until after the turn of the century. The Srest naming conventions were typical, as many of the
first grestswere named for early settlers and prominent citizens. For example. Colondl Elliot was an educated gentleman,
lawyer, bachdor, and reputable gambler (who disgppeered without a trace); John Porter was among other things, the
director of the loca funeral home Tabot was a lawyer and businessman; CP Vance participated inthe initial auction of
town lots, built the first drug store, and was prominent in civic affairs. But by 1893, many of Taylor's sreets were
renamed: Commerce became Firgt, Broad became Second, Milam changed to Third, Olive became Fourth, Hunter became
Fifth, Hamilton became Sixth and Dickson became Seventh,™ Both dtreet names ssemed to be usad interchangesbly, but
by the 1912 Sanbom map, only the numbered system was used. Interestingly, the north-south sregts retained their names,
auch as Davis, Fowzer, Vance, Tabot, Porter, Washburn and Elliot. Streetsthat were directly rdated to the railroad ad
trangportation of crops, such as First and Main, were macamadized very early a the impetus of the railroad companies.
With the gopearance of the first automobile on Taylor dreets in 1906 (owned by CC Hooper), and the sscond in 1908

"Taylor, Texas The City of Opportunity”, 1915 11,
" Johnson, TH, "Down the Years™ 4.
Se Sabom 1839 ad 188 for dhanges
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(owned by CH, Booth, a prominent banker), dreet improvement became a private concern. Main Street was paved for
the first time in 1908, & cogt of 25000 The first widespread effortsto pave other streets occurred began in 1916, ad
was pad for by a bond issue of $100,000. Seven miles of paving were completed a that time.” The sgnd light sysem
was ingaled on Main Stret in 1928, but as late as 1940, Taylor drestsdid not have gtreet signs®

Public trangportation arrived early in Taylor, Dr, AV, Doak's sreetcar linewas constmcted in 1890, and provided acoess
through the town and extending to the fairground. The route pessad dong Main Street from Second to Seventh, west on
Seventh to Doak's Pavillion, south on Soan to Third, and tumed eadt to Dok Street, south to Second and eedt to Main.
The streetcar, pulled by two Spanish mules, operated until 1900 ®©

The first public water sysgem was ingtdled in 1882 by George W. Burkitt and Daneil Murphy, S. The town's first water
came from springs inthe Murphy and Mendd pagtures. As population increased, these sources became inadequate, and a
pipe line was ingtdled from the city to the Sen Gabrid. This source dso proved lessthan dependable. The Taylor Water
Company finaly drilled an atesan well to supply the city,® As a partnership between Taylor Ice Company and the
Taylor Water Company, this artesian well was drilled to a depth of 3260 feet and had pressure of 70 poundsthat "throws
an eight inch greem of water 60 feet in the hears,,,hot to the temperature of 116 degrees and the Govemment andyss
shows that its medicina properties are unsurpassad.™ ™ In 1915, Texas Light and Power Company, located a Firg ad
Doak, was one of the "most modem and up-to-date plants inthe country."**

Soon after town was founded in 1876, Professor John McMurray garted the McMurray school on sixth street (eest of the
Baptist church). This ste was soon abandoned for larger facilities on Tabot Streel. where he built a one story wood-
frame building (24x60) with a belfry and a playground to the south. An early private schoal for girls was founded by
Kitty Hutchins on the site of the later Catholic rectory to the north of Fourth Street, In 1882, Professor Green darted the
Green Ingtitute school a the comer of Main and Fifth, Other schools included the Lone Star Academy (1884) on Victoria
Stret, taught by V Brown and his wife*” the Aten School and the Stock Company School, In August 1883, Taylor
citizens passesthe first bond issue to purchase land for the first public school, and constmction begen in 1884, Although
this property is beyond the boundaries of the higtoric district, it is significant to note, Taylor Public School hed itsfirst
graduating dass of two students in 1887 (Lillian Noyes and Fergusson Dogk),™ Population growth required new school
buildings, and the original school replaced in 1890 by three-story brick school that was in service until 1923, Curriculum
condgted of reading, writing, spelling, grammar, composition, literature, generd history, civics, economics, arithmetic,
dgebra, geometry, physics, chemigtry, Latin, and bookkeeping. Until 1910, Taylor schools conssted of primary school
(grades 1-3), grammar school (grades 4-7), high school (grades 8-10). All Anglo students were housed in one building;

Johnson, T.H. "Your Home Town," 7; Johnson, T.H. "Down the Yeas" 22.
" Johnson, TH, "Down the Years" 3,
" "Taylor, Texas The City of Oppormnity”, 1915: 19,
" Johreon, TH, "Dowvnthe Years" 12,
" Griffith 12
Griffith 810,
"Taylor, Texas The City of Opportunity”, 1915 5.
Ibid., 7.
Griffith 6.
™ Griffith 6 (gives names); Mantor 4,
Griffith 6, Mantor 4,
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Taylor had sgparate public schodls for the "Mexican race' and the "Negro race" By 1923, Taylor hed severd schoodls

including the new high school, the school on Twelfth Street, West End, Blackshear ("negro” - later cdled Eagtsde

School; name for Edward L, Blackshear, Negro Educator and orator and President of Prairie View College”), Alamo
("Mexican-American"), and the Kindergarten School," By 1924, the duck was sdected as Taylor mascot in 1924 (Taylor
was the only high school in Texas with Ducks as mascat), and later, Wdt Disney designed the Duck emblem and gave
town the permission to use it. In 1968 the new Taylor High School congtructed,™

Because Taylor was the largest town in the area, and the gathering center for the rural populace, it was hogt to a number of
entertainment and cultural facilities. It was of course the center of news, publishing the Taylor Citizen, Taylor Daily
Democrat (first daily paper in the county),” The Journal, the Taylor Times and the Taylor Daily Presswhich was
published for the first timein 1913 and continues today." The Taylor Fair, formed in 1880 by a group of shegpmen who
gathered annually to sheer their flocks, became awidedy-anticipated annud event until 1916. It was originally hed a
Woashington Heights then moved to northwest Taylor, where an exhibition hall and stableswere built, grandstands erected
and aracetrack laid. Inthe 1890s, people could ride Doak's Sreetcar part of the way to the fair dong Fairground stregt.N
Taylor hed a leest four opera houses, the flrst of which was located on the comer of Second and Main, the second a
Fourth and Main (in the old City Hall), another in abuilding that became Gelman's Department Store, and the lagt
building to be usad as opera house was the 1905 city hall. In 1910, the City Directory lists severd theatersincluding
Candy Jm's Theater and Moving Pictures (305 Main), and the Airdome Moving Pictures (Third Strest between Main and
Porter). "Picture shows' or "moving picture housss' gopeared in forcein Taylor in May 1914 when Howard Hoke and
AA Zizinia opened the Colonial on Main Streat (flg. 9). The Colonia Ficture Show was "one of thefinestplayhouses in
the country" and was designed in accordanceto nationwide trends towards architectural Exoticism; the building featured a
dramatically sepped pargpet with painted Gresk keys. The Colonid regularly featured weekly shows of "moving picture
darsand the best films that can be obtained,"™ In 1915, Howard Bland and his son bought out Zizinia's pat and The
Coalonia became Bland and Hoke Co, Picture Shows, Other Taylor movie theaters included The Don (Second Strest,
possibly the theater that was housed in Property #23), The Ritaon Main (now The Howard, Property #125), and The
Howard (originally across street from present-day |ocation). When The Ritawas renamed The Howard, the old sign was
transferred. The current Howard (Property #125) isthe only historic movie theeter that remains in the district. As
important as entertainment, socid dubs played asignificant role inloca culture. The Odd Fellows L odge was one of the
first fratemal organizations in Taylor. By 1915, Taylor hed the Elks, Moose, Odd Fellows, Woodmen of the World,
Masons and Knights of Columbus, and the Ku Klux Klan," Of particular note was the "exclusive and unusud" Bicycle
Club which hed a leest Sx membears: Mrs, JP, Sturgis, the organizer, took bicyclelessonsin New York a $2,50 an hour
and owned the first bicyclein Taylor,*"

Johrson, T,H, "Down the Years" 20,
" lbid. 18,
Ibid. 28.
" Johnson, T.H. "Down the Years" 8.
Ibid.
Mantor 4.
8 Taylor, Texas The City of Opportunity”, 1915; 15, 17.
"Ibid. 9.
' Johnson, T.H. "Down the Years'" 5,
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The population between 1910 and 1920 increesad rather dowly, from 5314 to 5965 (a growth of only 651). However, the
next decade showed and increase of 1498 residents, huge in comparison to the depresson decade between 1930 and 1940
when Taylor grew from 7463 to 7875 (412 residents).

Taylor in the Great Depresson

Taylor's traditiona community-oriented life (formed around family, church, and socid groupings) was rooted in the
culture of cotton and rurd isolation; the proliferation of the automobile inthe 1910s and 1920s changed this. Autos were
an expengive luxury in the first decade of the twentieth century (the first car in Taylor gopeared in 1906); in 1909 there
were only about 96 carsin the entire county. In 1922, 6300 carswere registered in Williamson county and by 1930, there
were morethat 12,000 (one for every four residents).*' State and city govermments began to gpend hundreds of thousands
of dollarsfor road improvement. The direct impact on the physical composition of the city was marked in Taylor, Gas
gations began to gopear on the periphery of the commercid district (and afew within the residential arees); a leedt three
new gations were built around 1930, Auto garages replaced wagon works, and automotive dederships became some of
the largest buildings in the district. The biggest shift was, however, in the main transportation arteries. Before the advent
of the auto. First Street with its proximity to the railroad, was the magjor locus of development. Once the automobile came
Second Street (originally called Broad Street because of its breadth) became the major thoroughfare and site of the newest
busnessss including anumber of ges gations. This dreet was eventually developed as Highway 79, Farmer's liveswere
d=0 changed a thistime by the introduction of the automobile (particularly the truck), the tractor and other mechanized
farm equipment, which rapidly begen to replace the horse and the mule. These were more efficient, lesswork, and did not
require feeding have to be fed when they weren't working.

The 1920s and early 1930s brought extremes in financial prosperity and losses The onset of economic hardship that hit
the regt of the United States in October 1929 did not immediately affect Taylor, as there were severd magjor congtruction
and remodeling projects underway in downtown, including the construction of the United States Pogt Office and the Swift
& Company Plant, Although American urban centers had enjoyed nearly a decade of progress and prosperity during the
19205, farmers had experienced ten years of declining fortune. Between 1923-29, prices received by farmers were 40 to
50 percant above pre-war years but prices paid by farmers were 60 percent higher,* Part of the decline was attributed to a
reduction in intemational demand for cotton following World Wer |, as foreign competition and new synthetic materids
reduced the damand for American-grown cotton fiber. The flood of 1921 was dso detrimental to the loca economy. The
contragt between urban wedth and rural stagnation collided in the economy of the farm city, of which Taylor was a prime
example*” Taylor in 1929 was urban in character and amenities, if amdl-scde and still relatively isolated. Although just
thirty-four milesfrom Austin, poor road meant that trip to the "big city" were rare; wesks would even pass batween visits
to Georgetown, These conditions, pared with aluring commercid and entertainment facilities, allowed Taylor to become
a locus of activity. Movie houses, entertainments, famous visitors, and bustling commerce particularlyon Saturdays and
during harvest drew town and rura dwellersinto the centra businessdistrict.

" Leffler, Jhn J. "Williamson County Higtory" in Williamson County Sesouicentennid  1848-1998. Audtin: Augtin American
Saesren commeamardive edition, Sgatembe 27, 1998 60. See d0 Texas Almanec for vehide regidt-aion deta by county.
Rice Bradey Raobat. "The Beginnings of the Great Dgaresson in Taylor, Texas " unpublished Mader's Thess Universty of
Texssa Audin, 1971 (1),
Ricg (2),
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In keeping with trends from past decades mogt industrid activitiesin 1929 and early 1930 were related to agriculture,
Taylor Bedding was largest of these industries, and in 1930 employed 100 people. Two cotton seed mills, eight gins, and a
compressaso fueled the local economy, A few minor industries included a sausage factory, ice cream maker, ice plant,
two planning mills and three hatcheries*" In late 1929, as the rest of the nation flew into panic, Taylor ssamed to be
continuing in relative comfort. The Blazilmar Hotel hed just undergone a massive remodeling. The Methodist Church was
congtructing anew education building, and foundations were laid for the new United States Pogt Office (Property #88).
Congtmction on the Swift & Company Packing Plant (Property #12) had dso commenced in 1929, offering not only a
major income in the building trades, but an opportunity for economic diversification as it was to be the ared's largest
poultry packing plant. At leest three new filling stations were under construction, including on south of the tracks, in the

"Negro" section of town (thisnew filling sation becamethe first brick building south of the tracks). Many new homes
were being built. According to the Taylor Daily Press, over $300,000 worth of new congtruction was garted in 1929, with
Swift and Co comprising a leest hdf** The city was doing well economically, and the holdings of Taylor's mgjor banks
reeched a high inthat year. The sock market crash of October 1929 seamed remote and the typical attitude seamed to be
"let the other fellow worry about that,"*' From October into the new year, loca businessthrived and there seamed to be

plenty of money in circulation.

In early 1930, Taylor's economy received atemporary boon, or a leest a glimpse of futureprofits. Oil cameto Taylor in
1930, The Thrall oil field about ten miles eest of Taylor was discovered in 1915, and by 1929 till had some active
producing wells. But the mogt significant strike inthe history of Taylor was the Chapman-Abbott Field in 1930, However,
in January 1930, oil prices were dropping and would continue to drop as production was increasing acrossthe sate and
nation. On January 18, 1930, a gusher was discovered a Abbott Well (twelve miles southeast of downtown). Thousands
of gpectatorsfrom all over gate cameto Taylor to view the strike. Only 2 days after the well "blew in," the newly-
remodded Blazilmar was packed. The Taylor Daily Pressreported that bedswere placed inthe hallways, and clerks still
hed to turn people avay** Experts predicted that the well would bring over $20 million into the local economy before the
end of the year, and that population would double as aresault, *' Representativeswere st in from magjor oil company,
auch as Humble, Texaco, Gulf, Atlantic, Magnoliaand Pure, Over 1500 leases were negotiated within afew days, and by
February a leest twenty new derricks were erected inthe field. Local retaurants and hotels prospered, but Taylor ssa
town didn't experience "profiteering" characteristic of oil boom town. And sucoesswas short-lived. Two months after the
first gusher, the Smms Oil Company Number One hit the first dry well. By mid-1930, it was clear that Williamson
County wasn't going to be the next Spindletop, But oil progpectsin Taylor had not quite disgppeared. In June, 6000
bards of oil were reaching markets through the newly congtructed Williamson County Fipdine,™*' Taylor oil was shipped
primarily to Sinclair Oil in Houston, the Atlantic Oil and Refinery Company in Fort Worth, and Centex Refiner ya
Minerva, ' Loca promoters saw that profitswere being mede by distant refineries, and begen congtruction on two new

Taylor Daily Press 52530
" Taylor Daily Press 11-19-29,
Natethet Taylor didn't require building permits until & leedt the 19405 dthough arecent inquiry with the building depertmeant
uggests thet pamits were nat issued (or a lesgt nat archived) until the 1970s
" Taylor Daly Press 11-27-29.
" Taylor Daly Press 1-23-30,
Ricg (10),
"Rice, (13),
" Ricg (14),

Page 39 of 140



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval  No. 1024-0018
(8-861

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Section 8 Page 34 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

refineries, one inThrall and one in Taylor. The All-State Refinery in Thrall gpened in September 1930, and congtmction
on the Taylor Refining Company, located on the Katy tracks one mile south of town (with officesin the Taylor Nationa
Bank), began a about sametime but was not infull operation until the end of 1930, "Taylor made' gasoline was primary
product of Taylor refinery,” The company eventudly hed nearly statewide distribution, as it hed good freight connections
in al directions. The Taylor Refining Company operated its own ges dation in Taylor in addition to fifteen other dations
in the vicinity which pumped "Taylor mede' fuel,"”* Asthe Taylor Refinery expanded tofieldsin Eagt Texasand darted a
plant in Tyler, but maintained its centra officesin Taylor, The oil market finally declined inthe late summer of 1931, due
to overproduction and declining nationwide prices. The impact of the 1930 oil discovery was hot large; it may have only
provided short-term boogtsto hotds, cafes, and the local Ford Dedlership,” A few people who owned leeses or royalties
prospered, but the mogt important effect was the establishment of the Taylor Refining Company, which employed tento
thirty-fivefull time workers. Despite this short-lived oil boom and dreems of bigger things, Taylor was destined to remain
acotton town for severd more decades.

With the boogt of the Chapman-Abbott oil boom and afew major construction projects, Taylor hed off the effects of the
depresson well into 1930. Many vendors reported adight increese in sdes, and the harvest was good. Swift and
Company Poultry Packing Plant had its grand opening, an occasion that warranted a parade and a publicity motorcade
that carvassad Granger, Bartlett, Holland, Temple, Belton, Janell, Georgetown, Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto.

The Taylor Daily Pressran a specid Sunday supplement with numerous pictures of the Swift and Company building. The
plant intended to hire sixty full-time employees, adding more inthe peek seesons Facilitiescould handle 18,000 chickens
and 144,000 eggsaday, and would aso purchese and process"al the cream thistertitory will fumish,"* In 1930, the new
pogt office opened, as didthe West End Fire Station, and the Magnolia filling sation (Property#42), Infrastmcture
continued to improve: the city had successfully taken over the municipa water ownership, and in July 1930 purchesed the
municipal sewer sysem (then owned by Hamilton Brothers of Battle Creek, Michigan).! Govemor Daniel Moody, a
Taylor native who began his illustrious career as a Williamson County prosscutor who defeated the Ku Klux Klan, was
leaving office. But by the fall of 1930, locd retail sdes began to decline, even a Sturgis-Goldgtein, the town's largest
merchant. To kegp their minds off declining fortunes, Taylor opened its first mini-golf course (the latest craze acrossthe
nation), which quickly became afavorite gpot for family entertainment. * Notably, the Colonial Theater re-opened, which
hed been dosaed since the advent of thetalkiesin 1927, The Green and White Bowling Alley opened with threelanes,
"ladies welcome," but did not lagt through the depression. The City Commission voted to fund lightsfor tennis court,""
Lighting was dls0 erected a the newly established high school football field, and the first night-time gamein Taylor was
held in October 1933,

Rice, (15).
Ibid.
Ricg (17).
Ricg (23).
Ricg, (24).TDP..
Rice, (25).
Rice (27),
" Rice (29),
Rice, (36),
Jomsn, TH 'Downthe Years" 7,
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By 1931, the depression finally hit Taylor. Bank resourcesfell by three quarters of amillion dollars, and there were
numerous store failures, Rosenberg's Dry Goods, one of many to fail, was purchasad by the Bankrupt Sdes Company &
the ed of January, Inan effort to provide some immediate relief, the city commissoners granted forty-five day extension
on payment of city taxes. Still, the town's largest merchanl Sturgis-Goldstein (Property #35) closed itsdoors in April
1931, Financia hardship hed been on the horizon since the drought of 1925, when farmers and tenants bought groceries,
dry goods and ather items on credit and paid when their crops went to market (of course after he hed bought more cotton
ssd and mule feed first). By 1931, Sturgis-Goldstein, like many other merchants, became overextended and had to

dose, Charles Rosner of Austin bought al of the Sturgis-Goldstein stock and began to offer it a bargain prices *®
Despite aresurgence of sdes, Rosnear was soon forced to move all stock to first floor and cut elevator, phone and light
srvices on the second floor of his masdve building. Asadirect result of hard times, the town's two largest banks merged
in 1931: The First National and Taylor Nationa became Firg-Taylor National Bank,"* Part of this bank failure had to do
with the same credit problem, as the Firgt National was involved with large businesses as Sturgis-Goldstein. The City
National Bank, run conservatively by the Griffith family, remained strong. In this period, Blackshear Elementary (for
Negro children) burned, but was rebuilt by the fall of 1931, In October 1931, Forwood Fumiture dlosed after twenty-nine
years, announcing that the owner wanted to dedicate more timeto interests in Taylor Bedding."" The red situation was
that the fumiture store was about to go broke. The city's first unemployment survey was made in December 1931, when
the Boy Scoutswent door to door to query residents. Of the 286 unemployed, 145 were Negro (20% rate for this ethnic
group) and 22 were Mexican-American, The town's first soup line gopeared in 1931 when Spesgle Grocery sore
(Property #115) offered soup, crackers and water to all comers. On the first day, fifty people were fed and the grocer
declared "no one will ever garvein Taylor,""” It isundear how long they operated the soup line, but by 1933 the bread
and soup linewas adminigtered by the county govemment,™' In an effort to cooperate with President Hoover's
Emergency Committee for Employment, locals were asked to list odd jobs that could be filled by the less fortunate.
Because of proximity to rail lines, vagrants soon became a problem, and were thought responsible for the petty crime
wave that hit the city in the 1930s"* To make aglum Situation worse, amgjor typhoid fever epidemic hit, due in part to
fact that city water was cut of f to many homeswhose residents could not afford to pay water bills, relying on water supply
from cresks on south of tracks.™" Dr. James Lee Dickey, who was a the timethe only black physician in Williamson
County and one of only 130 black doctors in Texas, provided hedth care before integration and was ingrumenta in
launching a vaccination program to fight typhoid."" There was adight resurgence in congtruction in early 1931, and the
larger projects included the ice planL a gin neer Rice Crossing, two sarvice gations, and a smdl number of homes Work

Rice (36).

" Rice, Bradley Robert. "The Beginnings of the Gregt Degpresson in Taylor, Texas " unpublished Mader's Thess Universty of
Texas & Audtin, 1971 (39),

Harris Mdasky, the atomey who enginesred merger, later describad it as taking "two broke berks put them togather, and cane wp
with ane broke bank," Rice, Bradey Raobat, "The Beginnings of the Grest Dgaression in Taylor, Texas ™ unpublished Magter's
Theds Univerdty of Texas & Audin, 1971 (37),

Ricg, (53),

"* TDP 1-18-31, quated in Rice, (34),

Ricg, (34),

Rice (42).

Rice (57).

""" Handbook of Texas Onling, sv, "DICKEY, JAMES LEE"
hitp:/AMaw tshautexas edu/handbook/onling/artid esview/DD/fdi41.html
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a0 began on paving the highway south to Elgin.™ The bright spot of Taylor inthe 1930swas Taylor Bedding, which in
Jenuary 1932 was awarded awar department contract that would provide jobs (though not without pays cuts and some
layoffs) through the depression.

In 1931, Taylor wes still the leading agricultural center in county (the county hed about 86.5% of land in farms, and V4 of
tha in cotton). Industry depended dmost entirely on cotton (with some in poultry busnessesand new oil). Priceshed
ben dowly falling snce 1929, and the city government began encouraging diversification into dairy and poultry (thiswas
significant in luring Swift and Company to town). By October 1931, cotton hit its lowpoint of 5.3 cents par pound, down
from 20 centsapound in 1928."" 1931 was ds0 driest year of the 1930s Asasde note, between 1930 and 1934, a
million agriculturists logt their farms acrassthe nation; this mirrored the situation in Taylor and the surrounding
countryside. With fewer farmers, the average land holdings increased, but laborers and tenants - mostly black and
Mexican-American - began to leave farms for the city and towns like Taylor,"~ By 1940, hundreds of farmers were
driven off their land. The aredls population and cotton production declined, and ranching and poultry steedily replaced
cotton. The decline was worsened by the sevenyeer drought of the 1950s By 1960, there were about half the number of
farmsthan were counted in 1930.""

Taylor in the pos-World War |l period (to 1955)

The greatest shift following World War |l occurred not so much within the physica fabric of the city, but within the
economic activities of its resdents. Agriculture, the cotton industry in particular, oncethe core of Taylor's economy, wes
no longer as viable. While the number of farms decreased, the average acreege of each increesed significantly, signding a
changeinland use Fanners became ranchers, and livestock trade began to bring a significant profit. While cotton weas

still the leading cash crop in Williamson County, the function of the Taylor market was owly modified. Farming ad
ranching both were mechanized and commercidized, and Taylor expanded its industrial and commercid activity in
regponseto these forces. While many cities acrossthe United States benefited from war industry inthe 1940s Taylor did
not. There were no war-time plants, and the war contracts obtained by loca manufacturers were limited to Taylor Bedding
and afew other smdl clothing manufacturers. Although there was a significant population of migrant farm workers (a
leest 8000 to 9000 a sseson) employed in the Taylor areathrough the 19505 manufacturing began to take on alarger role
in the economy. New plants included the Dr, Pepper plant, the Delta Manufacturing plant (Taylor's sscond largest
manufacturer, who made army breeches on government contract), the Blackland Creamery owned by EW Stromberg and
Ray Garrett, the Danek Packing Company, MoTex Manufacturing (for sorefixtures),the Taylor Pecan Company owned
by locd attomey WC Wofford, the South Texas Cotton Qil Mill, and Taylor Iron-Machined Works owned by Louie Kind
(who could fabricate anything from a front door omament to a 20-ton truck bed).

World Wer Il hdted the physica devdopment of downtown Taylor for atime, due in part to material rationing and a
dispersd of the young labor force. Population increased dightly, but the entire growth between 1950 and 1980 was only a

"' Rice (35).

Rice, Bradey Rabat. "The Beginnings of the Grest Dgaression in Taylor, Texas " unpublished Madte’s Thess, Universty of
Texas & Audtin, 1971 (43,50).

Rice, (51),

Leffler, Jon J, "Williamson Courty History" in Williamson County Sesquicentennid  1848-1998. Audtin: Audin American
Satesren commemoardive edition, Sgptamber 27, 1998 70,

Page 42 of 140



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-861

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Section 8 Page 37 Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

hundred or o more than the growth inthe single decade between 1940 and 1950, and lessthat the growth between 1920
and 1930, Few new buildingswere congtructed in the downtown district between the dose of World War 11 and the mid-
1950s Only one "modem™ service gation orang up on the periphery of the digtrict, on Business 79, but none gppeered
within the core of the commercia sector. A number of signiflcant properties were demolished during this period and up to
1965, mogt to makeway for new banks Half of block 10 and half of block 16 (which included the T.W, Marse
Depatment Store) were demoalished in the mid-1960 for just this purpose. The commercia district expanded north of
Fifth Strest dong Main, as is evidenced by a number of late buildings congructed inthis area Although there was not a
great ded of new constmction inthe commercid districL there were a signiflcant number of renovations inthe postwar
ea The mog significant trend was the enveloping of historic buildings in metal dipcovers, or refacing facades with new
brick or new stuccofinishes,as isevidenced by anumber of buildings dong Main, including 206 Main Street (Property
#122), A number of buildings were dip-covered until a leest the mid-1980s, including what is now the Cotton Seed
Annex and 204 Main Street (Property #121), that later of which still remains encasad in cormgated metal. Storefronts
were dtered and replaced, interiors were modified to accommodate new fixturesand mechanica systems. Despite these
dterations, downtown Taylor retains much of its historic fabric and a sense of its historic form. The physical character of
the postwar town is hot dtogether different from that of Taylor inthe 1930s following the end of the lagt building phese
which had culminated with the congmction of the Taylor City Hall in 1935, Certainly, Taylor like other smal Texas
towns, expanded on its periphery. The downtown historic districL. on the other hand, retains a discernable boundary and
high concentration of intact commercia buildings.

Concluson

The Taylor Downtown Historic Digtrict hes played asignificant and varied role s acommercia, agricultural, and
trangportation center of Williamson County from its foundation in 1876 to the present day. The platting of the town and
the extenson of the first I& GN lines into Taylor, both occurring in 1876, mark the beginning of this historic district's
period of significance. The oldest extant buildings dateto immediately after the fire of 1878, The arrival of the MK& T
railroad in 1882 encouraged both physica and economic expansion, and catapulted Taylor to the forefront of regiona
commerce. The coming of the second railroad coincided with the legd incorporation of Taylor, and the instalation of the
first mayor-dderman city govemment. With increased accessto rail lines, Taylor became Williamson County's major
center for agricultural processing and transportation of goods, thus linking the economies of the town and outlying rural
agricultural areas, atrend which continued intothe 19505 Taylor not only became the center of cotton production in the
county, but grew to be the largest inland cotton port inthe United States Taylor played host to numerous related
commercid and industrial endeavors, including wholesde, retail, smdl scde industry and manufacturing, the mogt
notable of which was Taylor Bedding Company (which hed national distribution of its Sanidown and Moming Glory
mettresses), Taylor's devdopment and significance istied to avariety of different themes and istherefore eligible for
ligting inthe National Regiger of Historic Flaces under a number of Criteria, The Taylor Downtown Historic District is
digible for listing under Criterion A a the locd levd of significance in the area of Community Planning and
Devdopment as an excdlent example of alate 19™-cantury town plat expanded to accommodate physica and functional
growth; inthe areaof Commerce for itsrole as ane of the largest inland cotton markets inthe United States, an important
center of livestock trade, and a host to numerous influential wholesdle, retail and industrial establishments. Thisdigtrictis
dso digible under Criterion C a the locd level of significance inthe area of Architecture as an intact sampling of late 19™
and 20" century commercid buildingsthat are reflective of loca and nationa architectura trends during the period of
significance (1876-1955).
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Representative Properties

First National Bank of Taylor
(1883)

[15-117Main Street

Property #21

Two-Pat Commercid
Contributing

Photo #1

In 1883, The First Nationa Bank of
Taylor was founded with John R.
Hoxie as the first president.”
Hoxie, arailroad magnate ad
former mayor of Chicago, came to
Texasin 1878 and purchased 9,000
aores of ranchland about six miles
northeest of Taylor," The First
National Bank of Taylor wes the
first national bank in Taylor and in
al of Williamson county.™ The
First Nationa Bank of Taylor was
first housed in atemporary location a the comer of Second and Main gtreets. The bank's permanent home, was completed
toward the end of 1883 on the opposite corner & 115-117 Main Street, This two-story bank building occupies a prominent
locetion on the northeest comer of Block Four, a the intersection of Main Street and Second (what is now the intersection
of Budness 79 and Highway 95), This bank isone block to the north of the railroad tracks, and opposite the Taylor
Nationa Bank (Property #34), The First National Bank of Taylor occupied this building fori-- dmost fifty years, from
1833 unfil 1931,

This building was the only two-story structure on its block until 1892, and still isthe most prominent building on the
block. From its inception, the building was aways divided into severd businesses with the bank floor occupying the
comer goece on the lower level, and the southem half of the building housed a sdloon and billiards parlour (1883-1904), a
resaurant and pool hall. The Texas Cafe occupied soacefor dmost thirty years, and was perhaps mogt significant
occupant of the building. The smdl goace inthe northwest corner of the building (105 West Second) dtemated between a

Haxie wes d<0 ardaive of Habat Hoxie, who wes meneger of Gould's Railroad lines in Texas and insrumentd in the
egablishment and naming of Taylorsville after his colleegue Edward Masss Taylor,

Haxie buih the Hoxie House in 1882, which wes the soane of various entartainments put on by the Hoxie family for Chicego
quests towngpeoplefromaround Williamson County, and locd famers and ranchers The edate wes sold and broken up into smdl
fams after 1910, and Hoxie Houge bumt doan in 1934, Handoook of Texas Onling, sv. "HOXIE, TX,"
http:/Amww tshautexas edurhandbookyonlineatidesvien/HH/Mhn7 bt (aooesssd April 4, 2005),

Borgidli, Susan "Four commedd Buildingsin Taylor, Texas" Theds University of Texas a Audin, 1985 31.
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barber shop and a sorage goace for ether the bank or the saloon, billiards, and cafe in the southern part of the building."*
The second story of the bank building was usad as a Masonic Lodge until the tum of the century, and was additionally
occupied by professiona offices for lawyers, physicians, cotton buyers, and red estate and insurance agencies (including
the Fisher & Hafemik Insurance Agency, which leesed the upper floors) "' A printing office and Westem Union
Tdegraph were ds0 among its occupants. The Firgt National Bank owned and occupied the building until the bank
merged with Taylor National Bank to form First-Taylor National Bank in 1931. The banking hall was then occupied by
svad grocers until itwas leesad in 1960 by R.E. Kollman, which eventualy became Kollman & Gant Cotton Buyers
unfil mid-1980s.

The First National Bank Building is atwo-story brick stmcture, clad in stucco, displaying influencesfrom late Victorian
commercid architecture with Italianate inflections. The ground floor exterior treetment is scored to resemble stone, while
the saoond gory exterior trestment remains smooth. The primary entrance faces northees. and is placed on a chamfered
comer of the main faBade. This entry represents the main facade, and is st off by comer pilagters and a gabled cornice.
Secondary  entrances occur on north devation facing Ssoond Street, and on the eedt elevation facing Main Street. Thee
soondary portals provided entry into the various businesses housed within the bank building. The north elevation displays
conggent rhythm and clearly was designed as a subdidiary devation. The rhythm of the east elevation is broken by the
insartion of a secondary storefront, complete with a centrd entrance flanked by larger display widows. Lower floor
windows are tripartite arcched windows, with each section partitioned by milled wood trim. Severad of these windows
feature decorative leeded glass. The second floor of both the north and eest devations are separated from the ground floor
by a double banded string course, Windows & this level are similar on both elevations, characterized by ssgmentd arch
windows cgpped with hood moldings. The building is crowned by a pressed meta comice, supported by pressed metd
brackets and crowned with finials. The comice was fabricated by Jho, Buass of Austin, who did much of the work on
Congress Avenue. Significant interior features include a bank vault toward the northwest end of the building.

"™See Sarbom Mapsfrom1885, 1889, 1893, 1900, 1904, 1912, 1916, 1923, 1931
"' Borgidli, Susan, "Four commerdd Buildingsin Taylor, Texas" Theds Univergty of Texas & Audtin, 1985 33,
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Taylor National Bank (1888)
200 Main Strest

Property #34

Two-part Commercid
Contributing

Photo #2

The Taylor National Bank, the town's sscond major banking house, was
established in 1838. C. H. Booth, ., formerly adirector of the First Nationa
Bank of Taylor, was ingrumentd in establishing the new bank as a "people-
owned" bank that would have a large and diverse group of stockholders. In
1838, Booth, aVirginia native who settled in Texas in 1878, mede his
fortune in cattle ranching and was credited with stringing the first barbed
wire inthe areato endose nearly 60,000 acres. Upon the bank's
establishment in 1888, Booth served as senior vice presdent and later
became president. The bank purchesad the lot a Main and Broad (or Second) Streetsin 1888 for $4800, and established
business in the one-story building on that lot. The three-story structure of brick and stone was designed by prominent
Austin architect A.O. Watson, and congtruction begen in 18%4 (the building first gppearson the 1898 Sanbom map).

In addition to housing the Taylor Nationa Bank, this building provided professiona offices for law firm of Mantor and
Briggs from 1894-1934. Thethird floor of the building was occupied by the United States Weether Bureau from 1901-
1930, The Taylor Refining Company lessed the third floor from 1930-39, atenancy that coincides with the discovery of
oil in Chapman-Abboatt field in 1930, The economic decline of the Depression years, which began in eamest in Taylorin
1931, forced a merger of the Taylor National Bank with the Firgt National Bank, The newfinancialinstitution was named
the First-Taylor National Bank, and operated from 200 Main until 1966, At thistime, the bank congtructed anew facility
on the opposite end of the block (Property 49), The building & 200 Main was leesed sporadically until 1979 when it was
scheduled for demoalition. The Taylor Conservation and Heritage Society, with financial backing from the Heritage
Society of Austin, purchesed the building in May 1980,

The Taylor Nationa Bank is locaeted on acorner ot a the intersection of Second and Main Stregts, The lot is narrow ad
dep in configuration (gpproximately 25' x 90"). The three storied building exhibits characteristics common to
commercid buildingsaround tum of century, and combines the language of Renadissance and Romanesguerevivals. At
one time afour-sided wooden cupola st on the roof abovethe tower formed by the southwest comer of the stmcture, but
this feature hes been removed. The exterior wallsof the ground floor are faced with rough-cut red sandstone, while the
ssoond and third stories are red brick (laid in running bond) with limestone and granite decorative detailing. The brick and
gone coursing is mnning bond. The primary entry a the southwest corner of the building is placed & an angle to the
dredt, and ismarked by dightly projecting tower dement that extendsfrom ground to roof. At the ground floor, the tower
issupported by two intersecting archeswhich are in tum supported by three gray granite columns with rounded beses and
Corinthian capitds executed in red sandstone The entry portas, paired doors with bevded glass pands, are recessed
within thistower structure. The floor of this entryway is mosac tile, inlaid with "Taylor National Bank," A door & the
outheast comer provides aocess to the second and third floors. Ground floor windows form ribbons, connected by the
sriesof arched, and are arched double-hung wood sash. In addition, a large arched opening accommodatesthe single
window of the west facade. Thiswindow hes two small sections of sained dass. The second and third floors are separated
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from the ground floor by a limestone stringcourse; the character of these upper two floorsis decidedly different from that
bdow. The upperfl corsare clad with red brick. Singlewindows, (square, double-hung wood saeh) are st gpart from one
another by brick pilasters cgoped with aogracted limestone capitas on the second level, and derivative Corinthian capitas
on the third level. The building is capped with a pressed metd cornice. Significant interior features include carved
window and door trim, pressed metd ceiling pands, gray marble revetment, three vaults and original safe deposit boxes

Eikel-Prewitt Building (1893)
316 North Main

Property #128

Two-pat commercia block
Contributing

Photo #3

The Eikel-Prewitt Building & 316 North Main Stregt was designed by
Henry Stmve and congtructed in 1893 to housethe Eikel Hardware
Company, Thistwo-gtory, three-story brick building was the second
home of the City National Bank occupies a prominent location & the
comer of Main and Third Streets,

Albert Eikel, born in New Braunfels in 1852, was a descendant of
Geamen sttlers who came from Germany with Count Solms-Braunfels
in 1845. Eikel moved to Taylor in 1886 and founded a hardware store.
In the mid-1880s, Taylor hed & leest five hardware stores. In 1888, in
patnership with his two brothers Paul and Fred, Albert Eike
purchesed the lot for his building and commissioned loca architect
Henry Struve to design a new building for his hardware company,
Struve, who was a0 the architect of the Taylor City Hall (1905), the
First Presbyterian Church, the Eanes building, and the city Nationa
Bank Building (1909), and may have completed as many as two
hundred bdigs in Williamson county. In 1900, Eikel purchasad the entire loL which included atin shop, two bams and ten
amdl buildingsin 1898, By the time of his bankruptcy sdleto Ira Prewitt in 1923 there was a two-story sorage building
behind the hardware gtore with about the same amount of floor goace as the tore. Eikel retired in 1907, and retumed to
New Braunfels, He left the company to his twin sons Max and Paul, who were educated a ST, Edwards and studied
accounting & New York State, Both hed married daughters of prominent land holders in Taylor, The brothers brought the
Studebaker Automoble Agency to Taylor, alogica sep since the hardware store had sold the Conestoga wagon.

Ira Prewitt cameto Taylor in 1888, and wernt into the hamess and buggy businesswith GB Randle. Prewitt left for awhile
to go to Rockdde, but retumed and worked for Taylor Hardware Company, In 1890 he and James Blane bought
Wilkenson and Peyton Company, six years later this company purchased Taylor Hardware Company on Main Stregt, In
1900, Prewitt bought out Blane.,, and in 1918 he bought Hoch Hardware Compnay, Ira Prewitt Hardware compary
incorporated in 1918, bought estate of Albert Eikd in 1923, Iradied in 1929, but his large busness sayed in the family
until 1981, The last Prewitt to operate the family busnesswas Ira's grandson LouisBond Prewitt. Prewitt Hardware wes
respongible for outfitting many post-World War 11 migrant farm workers hoesand cotton sacks
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Prewitt was active in Taylor, was vice presdent of the Taylor Savings and Loan Assoiation, presdent of Board of
Education for ten years, aBaptist Deacon and a member of the Knights of Pythias,

Prewitt Hardware dosed in 1981, and building sood vacant until 1983 when Louis Bond Prewitt sold it to John Sdman,
Danze and Davis were hired to prepare plans for restoration of building, which was undertaken in 1984, Origina feBade
resored to its natura color, as it had bean painted white for over forty years. Pediment writing restored, saysEikel Bros,
recessed entryway was brought out to line up with the faBade and the floor was fliled in with concrete to gain additiona
floor goace replacing devated display windows. Common brick walls on north and south were deaned of their stucco ad

left remain exposed.

The Eikd-Prewitt Building is atwo-story red-brick building, facingwest onto Main Street, The building is characterized
by its symmetrica massing and congstent rhythm. Seven identical cagt-iron columns dividethe ground floor into Six bays,
while five brick pilagters divide the upper floors into four bays The squared cagt-iron columns, manufactured by the
Pullis Brathers Iron Company of &, Louis, feature bands of fluting on the shaft (though cadt as a sheef that istied inthe
center by arosette) and abstracted acanthus leef capitads. The lower bays each house paired half-height display windows
enframed in wood, with decorative kick plates below and paired transoms above. The centrd entry is positioned in the
center bay, and access is gained through a paired set of wooded doors. Each of the four bays on the upper floors house
pared round-arched windows crowned with hood molding. The retums of the hood molding resemble a Gresk-key
pattern. The building isencircled by asingle band of decorative comice work carved inrelief, and is crowned by a gabled
pediment that goansthe two center bays of the upper floor. The pediment isflanked by acroterium, and "1893 A,Eikel
Bro," isinscribed in the tympanum. The exterior faBade hes bean restored to its original degp red color, and the remova
of plagter from the north and south wallsreved common buff brick, locally mede a Taylor Brick.

Significant interior features include long-leaf yellow pine plank flooring on all levels, and interior walls on the north ad
south congmicted of locdly-made yellow common brick from Taylor Brick Company; this brick was once covered with
plagter, A third-level atrium may be origina to the building, though it was only reveded during the 1984 renovation of the
building. When the Eikel Hardward Store was in operation, it hed a cagh cup catgpulted system that was ssmng overheed
and would send money from the point of sde to the bookkeeper's office a rear of store. The building dso featured an
eevator, which had been manualy operated but was electrified in 1934 (this was replaced inthe 1984 renovation).
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Peterson Block (1893-1898)

113 Wes Second

Property #20

One-Pat Commercia Block
Contributing

(113 West Second, first building onleft)
Photo #4

The one-gtory brick building a 113 West
Second Street was originally owned by J,
Peterson, and was part of ablock of three nearly
identical buildings collectively caled the
Peterson Block, Thisbuilding, dlong with the
building to the west, first gopear on the Sanbom
mapsin 1893 and are excdlent examples of one-
pat commercia blocksof the late-nineteenth
century. Thisbuilding served as a hardware
gdore or dry goods storage for dmost four
decades, until 1931 when it saved asa
restaurant.

The faBade of this one-gtory brick building isdivided into four equa bays, eech ddinested by abrick pilaster fronted by a
round cast iron column. Each of the three cast-iron columns feature a square based, smooth round shaft, and sculptura
Corinthian capital. Bays house fully-glazed display windows, with four-part transoms above. Entrance is mede through

either of the two centra bays. The lower store-front isdivided from the transom and pargpet section by aflat awning
ugpended on iron rods. The building hes asmple corbelled comice line, and is crowned by a pressed meta pargpet.
Pargpet details included brackets, dentils, and finials. The significance of this singular building must not be separated

from that of the remainder of this block; all three were congructed within five years of each other, and are nearly identical

in massing, rhythm and detailing.
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Odd Fellows Hall (1907)

120 Wes Fourth

Property #87

Two-part commercia block / Eclectic
Contributing

Photo #5

The Odd Fdlows Hall & 400 North Man Stregt wes
designed by committee and condructed by S F, Evans in
1907, In the same year that the town of Taylor wes
founded, the Independent Order of Odd Fdlows
(1.0,0,F,) Lodge 240 was organized. This was afratemal
organization devoted to "betterment of man's relation
with his neighbor." For twenty-eight years the lodge
regularly met in rented hal gpece on Second Stredt, In
1904, the Lodge purchased the lot a the comer of Fourth
and Tabot, Two years later, in January 1906, the Lodge
gopointed a building committee to invedigate the
possibility of congructing a new hal on this site. The
building committee conssted of SF, Evans, a prominent
contractor inthe Taylor Area, P,0, Wilson, owner of the
Daily Democral A, Alexander, manager of Surgis
Goldgtein Depatment Store, SN, Nelson, a farmer; and
W,D. Pane alocd dentist, Evans recommended thet the
new lodge be congructed of cagt-on-dte concrete blocks
rather then brick. This innovative method of constmction
was rather new, as the use of concrete block did not gain
huge popularity until after 1909 when mail-order
companies uch as Saars and Roebuck begen to sdl
concrete block presses The Lodge membership voted to
dlow Evansto oversee the constmction, and he was paid a fee 25% of the total building costs The Woodmen of the
World contributed the memoria window that was ingaled as the centerpiece of the central bay. The 1.0.CF. moved into
the new buildingin May 1907, but hed to borrow $4000 to pay for cost of materids and labor for the constmction. The
1.0.0F. continued to use the second floor of the building for their private meatings, and when not in use by the lodge, let
the goece out to over thirty other organizations. These included the Woodmen of the World, Mary B, Welch Rebekah
Lodge, the Ku Klux Klan, Knights of Pythias, Knights of Columbus, the Methodig Sunday School, and a Lutheran
Church, The ground floor tenants were few. In 1908, P.O. Wilson moved his Taylor Daily Democrat and Taylor Weskly
Texan into building. Asa dde note, the Taylor Daily Democrat was the flrst daily newspgper in Williamson County, and
hed the first linotype machine in the Taylor area (which required a massve concrete foundation to be imbedded into the
floor of the building for support). When the two papersfolded in 1927, the flrst floor was rented to John Comforth for his
fumiture and antique store, Comforth occupied the ground floor for the next thirty-one years, making his own fumiture on
the eet dde of the first floor, and sdlling antiques on the west side. When he retired in 1958, the Cowands Home
Decorating and Supply Company moved into the first floor gpace The Odd Felows discontinued meeting in their
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building in 1976 due to lack of new members and the fact that the older members could no longer negotiate the dairs,
however, the Lodge retained ownership of the building until 984 when it was sold to Tom Greer, Following the sde, the
"secret room™ on the second floor was unlocked - and found inside were minutes, bookkeeping records, and "mystical
garb" of the Odd Fdlows dating back to 1876, This represents a unique and concise record of the evolution of the
organization, as well as the congtmction of their lodge building

The Odd Fdlows building displays adistinct and unusud architectural expresson. Thistwo-story concrete block building
isrectangular in plan, and symmetrically digposed. The concrete blocks were cadt on site to resemble rugticated stone. The
ground floor is characterized by arecessed storefront framed by cagt iron columns, Two glazed display windowsflank this
centrd entrance, with kick plates bdow and four-part transoms above. On the upper story, two symmetrical bay windows
are placed above these ground-floor display windows. The bay windows are each divided into three portions, with leeded
dlasswindows insarted between the wood framing. An arched window in positioned inthe center of the faade, between
the bay windows, on the upper story. Thisis glazed with decorative leaded glass (in diamond and rectangle pattems), ad
framed by concrete block voussoirs. The building is crowned by a cagdlated pargpel. with a protmding centerpiece
carved with "1907 100F," These gone battlements and comice continue around entire faBade and eevations. Though this
building is an eclectic mixture, Quean Anne and Caddlated influences are visible. Signiflcant interior features indude a
pressed metd ceiling. Interior hes pressed metd ceiling and structural cast iron columns as interior dividers. The Odd
Fellows Building remains virtually unatered, with exception of partition walls on the sscond floor and now some
detailing added in the display windows. The only other building of similar constmction in Taylor is the house built by
Bvansfor PO Wilson, amember of the Lodge and a participant inthe Lodge building committee.
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City National Bank (1909)
210 North Main

Property #124
Temple-front

Contributing

Photo #6

The City National Bank a 210 North Main Strest was
designed by Henry Struve and constmcted in 1909.
This one-gtory temple-front building was the second
home of the City National Bank, and isthe only
remaining historic building on its block. The City
Nationa Bank was founded in Febmary 1900 by John
H. Griffith, Dr. R.H. Eanes, JJ. Thames, CC. Hooper,
SA. Exdey, H.T, Kimbro and Robert D, Penn, The
bank was first housed inaone-gtory building
congructed in 1900. The bank remained in that
location until 1908, when it purchesed the lot & 210
N, Main, The new building, aClassica Revivd
temple-fronL was designed by Struveand
demondratesthat architects and clients in Taylor were
atuned to nationwide architectural trends. The Struve-
designed building was home of the bank until a new
building (Property #49) was congtructed and opened
on May 13, 1965,

Congructed of buff brick, the faBadeis | eft untrested and the subsidiary elevations are succoed and scored to resemble
cut gone. Thetemple-front building israised on plinth, and acoessad by tow low geps. The dominating pediment is
supported by four lonic columns, and accented a the comers and gpex by acroterium. The primary faBade st behind the
portico, with eech column defining abay of the faBade within. The centrd entry isflankedby one-over-one sseh windows
with paired transoms above. The City Nationa Bank Building remains the only example of high-style Classicd Reviva
architecture in Taylor,
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Blazilmar Hotd (1918)
0l Porter Strest
Property #6

Two-Pat Commercid
Contributing

Photo #7

The Blazilmar Hotel & 101 Porter Street wes

condructed in 1918 & the comer of First and

Porter Streets Built on the Site of theformer

Taylor Hotel  (1885), which was later cdled

the LaGrande Hotd (1898) and the Murphy

Hotd (1904), The Blazilmar was postioned

directly to the north of the pessenger rall

= = = = depot, and vied for tenants with neerby hotds

I I n I I I auch as the Intemational, The name for this

impressive four-story, ninety room hotel was

teken from the first three letters of the last

names of each of its three owner-investors,

Howard Bland, A. J, Zilker, and T, W, Marse.

Bland, Zilker and Marse were significantfiguresin the devdopment of Taylor's economy and contributed a great ded to
bolstering the town's built environment. Bland, who was bom in Zanesville, Ohio, cameto Texas in 1878 and settled on
ranch two miles eest of Taylor. He was among the first ranchers in the area, and made a great ded of money running
shep and cattle. He was dso a charter member and later director of the First National Bank (1883). Bland, and later his
on Howard Bland, JR. owned and developed a significant anount of red edtate in Taylor, including the Taylor
Warehouse (Property #1), and the Howard Theater (Property #125). A.J, Zilker, dthough not a resident of Taylor, was
pat owner of Taylor Water Company and Taylor Ice™ T,W, Marse owned the largest depatment gtore in Taylor for
many years (in partnership with Scarbrough out of Austin), though sold his interests in Taylor around 1921 and relocated

to California,

The impressive (for the time) four-story Blazilmar was fireproof, had geem heet and ceiling fans in each of itsninety
guest rooms. The rooms were fumished with "Sanidown™ mattresses, locally mede a the Taylor Bedding Company (with
locdly grown cotton), A ballroom on the sscond floor of the Blazilmar was used for socid gatherings, and was the dite of
dinners, dances receptions, and reunions. In 1920, The &, Louis Browns wintered in Taylor. They roomed a the
Blazilmar Hotd and practiced on wha is now Memorid Footbal Fied, In later years, the hoted dso houssd the
Greyhound Bus Station and the tdegraph office. By 1923, the hotd included an office, a "hotel" office, beauty shop,
dining room, sample room, office, office and sage, WC, and a kitchen all on ground floor. In those years, the adjacent
one-gtory building served as a restaurant and bowling alley, and may have bean connected to the Blazilmar, The hotd
underwent extensive remodeling in 1929 a a cogt of $100,000, Among the improvement mede a that time, as described
in the Taylor Daily Press, were a Sairway made of tile and inlaid by hand, the first floor glazed in plate glass to meke

Zilker wes director of the American Nationd Bark in Augtin, and on Travis County Schod Board and owvned pat of lce Hat in
Audtin. He dso donated Barton Sarings to thecity of Audin for "pesaure resart for the public.”
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interior lighter and giving "loungers’ a good view of the street, a lobby fitted with writing desks, reading lamps, celling
fans and wal-hung medieva tapedtries, a new Otis devator, the second floor Sample Room which was used for
sdlesmen's samples was converted into sample room and bedroom, the sscond floor banquet hall was redecorated by
Harcourt Decorating of Taylor with walls painted pink with flower border. The guest rooms were all fumished
completely, and amenities included desk tdephones, and Smmons bedswith "A" box springsand mettresses are 'Famous
Taylor-made Sanidown mattresses,""N' The Blazilmar was renovated again in 1978, and by 1982 was renamed the Taylor
Setion Inn, later to be called the Landmark Inn, The Landmark Inn closed in 1989, but was used &s the fllm location for
Dennis Hopper's The Hot Spat, starring Don Johnson,

The four-story Blazilmar is characterized by its block-like massing and u-shgped plan that wrgps around an interior
lightwell. The primary faBade faces onto First Stredl. and hes six asymmetricaly ananged bays on the ground floor, and
three mgjor bays on the upper threefloors (these are read as three masses; though congigts of five bays of windows). The
exterior isclad in buff brick, left unpainted and unadomed. There are two entrances on the ground level, indicating the
primary hotel lobby and a secondary storefront to the west, A simple, squared string course sets the lower floor gpart from
the upper levels. The three upper sories ae symmetrically arranged around a centra bay of paired windows, with eech of
the twoflankingbays consisting of two satsof three-part ribbon windows. Each leve is identical, and are not separated by
horizontal or vertica articulation. The building is crowned with a projecting comice, accented by over-sized dentils. The
Porter Street faBade hes similar rhythm and dispensation of fenestration. Ornamentation is limited to tilework & the
bdtcourse on the et devation (Porter Street). This hotel remainsthe only four-story building inthe downtown disfrict.

Taylor Daily Press, Wednesday July 17, 1929, "Formal Opening of New Blazilmar Friday Places Taylor In
Front Rank With a Hotel that Leads Central Texas."
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Swift & Company Poultry and Produce
(1930)

106 Vance Stret

Property #12

Industrial

Contributing

Photo #8

The Swift & Company Poultry and Produce
Building & 106 Vance Street was congtructed
in 1930. Thisthree-story warehouse occupies
a prominent location directly to the north of
the railroad tracks, and eedt of thehistoric
Taylor Bedding Complex. Although Swift &
Company had awarehouse adjacent to the
railroad tracks as early as 1916, it was not
until the late 1920s that city govemment
officials, an effort to lure industry and
diversify Taylor's economy, tried to lure Swift
to install amajor processing plant in Taylor.
Congtruction on the Swift & Company Packing Plant commenced in 1929, just as the Depresson hit many American
cities and curtailed major building projects. The project offered Taylor not only a mgjor income for the building trades,
but an opportunity for economic diversification as it was to be the aredls largest poultry packing plant. According to the
Taylor Daily Press, over $300,000 worth of nev  constmction was garted in 1929, with Swift and Company comprising a
leest half The grand opening of the Swift and Company Plant warranted a parade and a publicity motorcade that
cawassad Granger, Bartlett, Holland, Temple, Belton, Jarrell, Georgetown, Round Rock, Pflugerville and Hutto. The
Taylor Daily Pressran aspecid Sunday supplement with numerous pictures of the Swift and Company building. The
plant intended to hire sixty full-time employees, adding more inthe pesk seasons Facilities could handle 18,000 chickens
and 144,000 eggs aday, and would dso purchese and process"dl  the aream thisterritory will fumish,"'™

This messve three-story building features an exposed concrete frame with red brick infill. The cubic messisdivided into
sx bayson each falade, each marked by the concrete structure. The building is industrial in character, with the only
embe lishments occurring a the comice line, where the terminations of the major vertical dements have been articulated
with an incised square motif One small rectangular unit projects from the south faBade, and two from the north faBade
(forming an entry sequence).

Rice, Bradey Rabat, "The Beginnings of the Great Dearession in Taylor, Texas " unpublished Magter's Thess, University of
Texas d Audin, 1971 (24), TDP,,,
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Mobil GasSation (1930)

400 West Second

Property #42

Gas Station, House-with-Canopy
Contributing

Photo #9

The Mobil Gas Station a 400 Wes
Saoond was congtructed in 1930, This
filling station occupies a prominent
location on West Ssoond Street, now
Business 79 just before the core of the
centra busnessdigtrict and directly
to the north of the railroad tracks, ad
directly north of the Taylor Bedding
Complex, This filling station
representsthe shift in trangportation
methods from rail to auto; with this
shift. Seoond Street beganto
overshadow Firgt Street as the main transportation and commercid artery of the district. The ation sarvesas a visud
reminder that Taylor is not only a intersection of two mgjor rail lines, but two important highways. At least five historic
ges Sations dtill exist inTaylor, all of different types. Thiswas one of the mogt prominent due to its location, but
undoubtedly experienced competition from the filling station in the next block. Inaddition to agrowth in filling stations, a
number of auto-rdated budnesses including auto repair garages and Taylor Motor Company located on Second Street
around 1930.

This one-gtory filling station represents the house-with-canopy ges dation type, common in the United States between
1916 and 1940, The form of thistype was directly borrowed from residentid design, atactic that not only accommodated
imposing sarvice dations and integrated them into existing neighborhoods, but dso played to building skills of laborers
accusomed to house construction. The gation a 400 West Ssoond isa one story wood-frame structure with a hipped roof

Two box columns support the hipped canopy, under which the pump idands were positioned. Two additional ges pumps
were located on Sscond Street just beyond the canopy. Interior goece included an office and restrooms in the reer. The
form of this station mimicsthe neighboring hipped-roof residence, which was erected a approximately the sametime and
was perhgps associated.
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Taylor Motor Company (1930-31)
200 Porter Street

Property #32

Streamline Modeme

Contributing

Photo #10

The Taylor Motor Company Building & 106
Vance Strest was congmcted in 1931, This
one-story automotive dedership islocated
dong Second Streel. which by 1930 was the
major transportation conidor for automobile
travel. While busnessesadong Firgt Stregt
maintained close ties to the rail corridor.
Second Street begen to cater to auto. Severd
ges dations, auto garages, and this automobile
dedership gorang up in regponseto growing
demands of the consumer. The Taylor Motor Company Building isaone-gtory building clad in painted brick and stucco.
The building isconceived in two parts: the south half consgts of the automotive showroom completed with rounded and
glazed comer treatment; the north half housesthe garage bays. Fenestration isasymmetrically arranged, and the sze ad
placement reflectsthe interior function beyond. Windows are metd casement with hoppers. Thisbuilding isan excdlent
example of Streamline Modeme, an aesthetic that was long associated with modemization, simplification and the
quickening soeed of life with the automobile.

United States Post Office (1929-30)
202 Wes Fourth Street
Property #88
Central Block with Wings/ Classica Reviva
. Contributing
Sir Photo #11

The United States Pogt Office a 202 Wes 4™
Siiii utli 1A Ir i Stredl. designed by U.S, Treasury supervising
architect JamesA, Wetmore, was congtmcted in
929-30. The United States Post Office is

In smdler rural communities, the United Stat

and the Pogmeagter was the only representati meder Genard actively encouraged and
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upported extensgve network of pogt offices, the history of pogt office construction tellsthe story of federal govemment
administration &t the local level. Thefirst United States Pogt Office opened in Taylor on August 9, 1876 with J,B, Loper
as first Postmedter, Thispog office located in awood-frame building on the eest Sde of Main Street neex the railroad
tracks, but was destroyed by fire in 1879, The sscond pogt office was a the comer of Eagt Second and Porter, with John
O. Fink as the Pogmadter, In 1890, the Pogt Office was moved to the south sde of the John Threadgill building & Main
and Fourth. A year later, it moved to West Seoond and Tabot, For ashort time, it was housad inthe 3J, Crim Fumiture
Building a the corner of Eagt Second and Talbot, On Jn 15, 1903, Postmeger Henry C, Payne signed a leesefor the Pott
Office to be houssd in the Sturgis-Goldstein Building a Main and Fourth, On September 15, 1903, mral free delivery wes
ingtituted, and Taylor opened three routes. On October 12, 1914, the United States govemment purchased the site of the
present-day United States Post Office (Property #88) from Robert J. Eckhardt and Oscar E. Roberts for $5000, Still
unreedy to constmct a new facility, the post office continued to renL. and in 1922 occupied space inthe TW. Marse
Building a the southeest corner of Fourth and Tabot (demolished for new bank facilitiesin 1965). During the Hoover
adminigtration, Texas Congressman James Buchanan was ingmmentd in acquiring appropriations for the presant
building, which opened on June 28, 1930. The pogt office represants one of the few major building projects executed in
Taylor during the beginning of the depression; it was perhgpsthe income generated from this project that ddayed
economic devagtation that many other regions of the country faced in late 1929,

JamesWetmore's United States Pogt Officeisa2-gtory brick building resting on araised concrete foundation. The
building iscompaosed as acentrd block with wings, characterized by the dightly projecting center section and subordinate
flanking units articulated by quoins. This three-part composition reeds as asingle masswith a projecting portico as the
centerpiece. Entry isinthe center bay of the centra block, and conggts of an entry porticoflankedby two single-fanlight
windows. All windows in the centra portion of the main faBade are 10/15 wood sash windows capped with arched
fanlight window, and decorative architecture hood with protruding carved sone voussoirs and keystone. Thesingle
widow in each of the wings &12 wood sash, these have bean inserted into an architecture-top opening identical tothose in
the centrd bay, but the fan light was never added and the areawas filled in with brick. All windows on the second level
are paired 6/6 wood sash with gonesills. The property exhibitstypical Classicd Reviva detailsthat include limestone
gringcourse above the portico and bdow the cornice, decorative quoins sgparating the central block from the wings. This
building is Regigered Texas Historic Landmark, It isone of only two Classica Reviva properties in Taylor (the other is
Property #124, the City National Bank designed by Henry Struve),
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Williamson County Equipment Company
Building (1949)

200 Eag Fourth Street

Property #78

One-Pat Commercia / Poswear
Contributing

Photo #12 and Photo #13

Designed as an automotive dedership in 1949,
the Williamson County Equipment Company
Building isan excdlent example of postwar
commercia development in Taylor, Thisone-
gory building hes a complex plan consisting
of an automotive showroom (facing Fourth
Street) with integrated office goace, and two
large garage facilities atached to the south
end of the property. The defining feature of
this building isthe fully-glazed display floor,
bisected by the protruding pylon inthe center
of the primary faBade. Thisdesign dement was
common inthe 1950sand 1960s and exhibits
the designer's knowledge of architectura
trends. Materids inthis building included
glass framed in duminum and brick aong the
primary and subsidiary elevations and service
bays. Service baysfeature single and double
height overhead doors, hung from asted
dructure. The portion of this building that
saved as a showroom is cgpped with aflat
room, juxtaposed againgt the hipped-roof
savice building atached a the rear. This
building is strikingly modem, intentionally
designed, iconic and unique within the
building stock of the Taylor commercid
district.
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Taylor Office Products Building/
Richter Furniture (ca 1904)

119 Wes Third Street

Property #46

One-pat commercid
Non-contributing

Photo #14 and Photo #15

The building that currently housss Taylor
Office products was congtructed around
1904, and was originaly part of the five-
bay Richer Fumiture Building (adjacent to
the east). The Richter Fumiture Company
was founded in 1903 by Langdon Spivey
and his son-in-law, George Richter, S.
Richter originally cameto Taylor to
operate a chain of the GA Stowers
Fumiture Company (of San Antonio), In
1903, he bought out the Stowers gtore on
Wegt Ssoond (located inthe Peterson Block), and established his own furniture company. Their first location was rented
from Mr. Blackbum inthe JE. Tucker Building (who was Thompson's partner in the lumber business). Aswas common
around the tum of the century, the fumiture businessincluded undertaking. About 1910, Richter sold this portion of the
compary to Amor Fontaine and Jeson Forwood (of the Taylor Bedding family) and business became simply GA Richter
Fumiture Company. Richter was acting manager until 1922, when his son Albert took the position. When Albert retired in
195, his brother Langdon (who had bean living in Californiaand working for Howard Hughes Industries) bought him out
and became manager, Langdon incorporated the busness and changed nameto Richter Fumiture Co Inc, In 1973,
Langdon sold to his son Randall.

When the Forwood Company closed their furniture store in 1931, the Richters moved into their Third Street location,
where they have remained for the lat five decades This building, of which 119 Wegt Third was formerly a part, is
representative of atypical one-part commercia building erected inthe first decade of the twentieth century, The portion of
the building that now housss Taylor Office Products hes been dtered beyond recognition. The proportions of the building
remain intacL as do the protruding pilasters that suggest the continuation of bay rhythm from the neighboring building.
The placement ofthe centrd entry and flanking display windows is consgtent with historic form, though the overall sense
of design has bean logt. The exterior faBade treetment isa highly textured stucco, uncharacterigtic of any historic stucco
technique. Inthe place of transom windows, two round windows have bean inserted (and are now blocked in). The
origina brick and fenestration pattem is still visible on the west elevation, but the primary faBade doesnot retain integrity
of design.
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City National Bank (1965)

212 North Main Street

Property #49

One-part commercid / enframed
window wall

Non-contributing

Photo #16

The current City National Bank
building (formerly the First-Taylor
fBAVHplAMAAAAAAAAN Naiona Bank) & 212 North Man wes
Upn~B"™"M congtructed in 1965. and openedin
1966, Thiswas the third homefor the
[ prominent Taylor Bank, and replaced

the Classica Revivd building designed
WAAA-M by Henry Stmvein 1909. This building

isan excdlent representative of the

architectural language chosen by

financia ingtitutions in the 1960s

While earlier designs often featured

Classcd language, banks of this later
period often chosethe inflectionsof Brutalism intermingled with the glass-box aesthetic that cameto characterize large-
e corporate buildings of the postwar era. The City National Bank, dong with its second location a 116 West Third,
ae typica of infill development that occurred within the historic district in the mid-1960s. The City National Bank on
Main Street replaced a series of higtoric building, including the two-story Warren Tire Building and the one-part
commercia block that housed Measky Dmg, and the one-story Hub Tailoring Building, The city National Bank Building
on Third, dso constmcted in 1965, replaced the T,W, Marse/ Montgomery Ward Building.
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USDI/NPS NRHP Regidration Forni
Taylor DowntowTi Historic District, Taylor, Williamson County, Texas Pege 4

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: gpproximatdy 9% acres

UTM REFERENCES: Zone 14

652270E 3383191N
652585E 3383224N
652585E 3383224N
652844E 3382823N
652158E 3382757N
652158E 3382757N

ONH~WNEPE

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (Sge continuation shet 10-59)

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION (Seecontinuation shest 10-59)

11. FORM FREPARED BY (with assstance from Gregory Smith, National Register Coordinator)

NAME/TITLE: Monica Penick, Consultant

ORGANIZATION: Taylor Consarvation & Heritage Society, Inc. DATE: April 2005
STREET & NUMBER: 4101 Sinclair Avenue TELEPHONE: (512) 426-3014
CITY ORTOWN: Austin STATE: TX ZIP CODE: 78756

ADDITIONALDOCUMENTATION

CONTINUATION SHEETS
MAPS (See continuation shest Magp-59)
PHOTOGRAPHS (See continuation shest Photo-60 through Photo-61)

ADDITIONAL ITEMS

PROPERTY OWNER

NAME: ON FILEWITH TEXASHISTORICAL COMMISSION
STREET & NUMBER: TELEPHONE:

CITY ORTOWN: STATE: Z|P CODE:
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning a the intersection of North Main and Eadt Fifth, proceed eest one block to Porter Street. Then proceed south
one block to Eadt Fourth, then eest on Eagt Fourth to Washburn, taking in lot 7 block 13. Procesd south on Washbum to
the intersection of Eadt Third. Tum west and proceed one half block to the adleyway between Porter and Washbum.
Procesd south for one block down the alley, then turn eest and proceed one half block to Washbum. Proceed south for one
half block to the eest-west dley inblock |, taking in lots 4 through 6. Procesd eest down this dley to Elliott Streel. then
tum south and proceed to First Street. At the intersection of Elliott and Firsl tum west and proceed seven blocks to Davis
Street. Procesd north on Davis for one block, turning eest on Sscond Street. Proceed one half block to the north-south
dley between Davis and Fowzer, tuming north and taking in lots 12 in block 48. Proceed west dong this mid-block line
to Vance Street. Tum north, and proceed one and one-haf block to West Fourth Street. Proceed west dlong Eat Fourth
for one-haf block, tuming north to encompass lots 12 block 19. Procesd eest to Vance Street. Travel one-haf block to
Weg Fifth, and procead eest dong this sreet to the North Main and Fifth, This boundary encompassesblocks |-1 1, 14
17, 20-23, 37, portions of 19, 38 and 24,

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the district are basad on those determined by the consultant and staff of the Texas Historical
Commission in January 2004, These boundaries have bean modified to include the largest number of properties dating
from the period of significance, and the portions of the downtown district thet retain the highest degree of integrity with
the fewest vacant lots and intrusions. The railroad tracks on the southern edge of the district provide alogical division
between commercid core and the industrial aressto the south of the tracks. Fifth Street to the north provides a logica
boundary between historic and non-historic commercid development, and Vance and Fowzer Streetsto the wed. ad
Woeaehburn on the eet likewise dividethe highly concentrated commercid sector from a less dense commercid and
resdentia aress. The properties and types of devdopment within these boundaries have retained their character sncethe
late 1880s
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Photo grapher: Monica Penick
April and May 2005

First National Bank of Taylor (1883)

115117 Main Street
Property #21
Contributing
Camerafacing Southwest
Photo 1 of 24

Taylor National Bank (1888)
200 Main Street

Property #34

Contributing

Camerafacing Northeast
Photo 2 of 24

Eikel-Prewitt Building (1893)
316 North Main

Property #128

Contributing

Camerafacing Northeast
Photo 3 of 24

Peterson Block (1893-1898)
113 West Secord

Property #20

Contributing

Camerafacing Southeest
Photo 4 of 24

Odd Fdlows Hall (1907)
120 West Fourth
Property #37
Contributing
Camerafacing North
Photo 5 of 24

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

City Nationa Bank (1909)
210 NorthMain

Property #124
Contributing
Camerafacing Eagt

Phaoto 6 of 24

Blazilmar Hotd(1918)
101 Porter Street
Property #6

Contributing
Camerafacing Northeast
Photo 7 of 24

Swift & Company Poultry and Produce (1930 )
106 Vance Stret

Property #12

Camerafacing Northwest

Photo 8 of 24

Mobil Ges Station (1930)
400 Wes Seocond
Property #42
Contributing
Camerafacing Northwest
Photo 9 of 24

Taylor Motor Company (1930-31)
200 Porter Strest

Property #32

Contributing

Camerafacing Northeast

Photo | Oof 24
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United Sates Pogt Office (1929-30)
202 West Fourth Street

Property #83

Contributing

Camerafacing Northwest

Photo 11 of 24

Williamson County Equipment Co. Building (1949)
200 Ead Fourth Street

Property #78

Contributing

Camerafacing South

Photo 12 of 24

Williamson County Equipment Co. Building (1949)
200 Ead Fourth Street

Property #78

Contributing

Camerafacing Southwest

Photo 13 of 24

Taylor Office Products Building /
Richter Fumiture (ca 1904)

119 Wes Third Street

Property #46

Non-contributing

Camerafacing Southeest

Photo 14 of 24

Taylor Office Products(ca 1904)

119 Wes Third Street

Property #46

Non-contributing (Richter Fumiture portion =
Contributing)

Camerafacing Southwest

Photo 15 of 24

City National Bank (1965)
212 North Main Street
Property #49
Non-contributing
Camerafacing Southeest
Photo 16 of 24

Taylor Downtown Historic District
Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

Taylor City Hall (1935)
400 Main Street
Property #31A
Contributing
Camerafacing Southeast
Photo 17 of 24

Stregtscepe

2" Sret
Camerafacing Eadt
Photo 18 of 24

Stregtscepe

2" Sret
Camerafacing West
Photo 19 of 24

Stregtscepe

100 block of Main Street
Camera facing Southwest
Photo 20 of 24

Stregtscepe

100 block of Main Street
Camerafacing Northwest
Photo 21 of 24

Stregtscepe

200 Block of Main Street
Camerafacing North
Photo 22 of 24

Stregtscepe

300 block of Main Street
Camerafacing Northeast
Photo 23 of 24

Stregtscepe

300 block of Main Street
Camerafacing South
Photo 24 of 24
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NATI ONAL REGQ STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Tayl or Downtown Historic District
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY: TEXAS, W I liamson

DATE RECEI VED. 9/ 15/ 05 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 9/ 30/ 05

DATE (- 16TH DAY: 10/ 15/ 05 DATE F 45TH DAY: 10/ 29/ 05

DATE OF VEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 05001193

REASONS FAOR REV EWW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

OHER , N PDIL: N PER CD: N PRIZRAM UNAPPROVED.
REQEST: N SAWLE N SR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
COMMENT WAl VER N

6"QEPT RETURN REJECT j7Q-iJo'O”" DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUWARY COMMENTS
RECCM / CR TER A
REVI EWER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N see attached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS.
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Rick Perry « Govemor

T E X A S John L. Nau, HI « Chairman

HISTORICAL F. Lawerence Oaks « Executive Director

COMMISSION The State Agency for Historic Preservation
TO: Linda McCldland

National Regider of Historic Faces

FROM: Gregory W. Smith, National Register Coordinator
TexasHistoricd Commission

RE: Taylor Downtown Higtoric District, Taylor, Williamson County, Texas

DATE: September 7, 2005

The following materids are submitted regarding Taylor Downtown Historic District:

X Original Nationa Regider of Historic Flaces form
Resubmitted nomination
Multiple Property nomination form

X Photographs
X USGS mg
Correspondence
Other:
COMMENTS:
SHPO requeds subgtantive review
The endosed owner objections (do (do not ) congtitute a mgjority of property owners
Other:

P.O.Box 12276 « Austin, TX 78711-2276 < 512/463-5853 « Fax 512/475-3122 « TDD 1-800-735-2989
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City of Taylor, Texas

Historic Preservation
Ordinance Update

Historic Preservation Commission
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What we need to accomplish today

Understand
current rules

What Chapter 6 already
covers and where it is
broad.

Taylor Historic Preservation Ordinance Update

Plain-language framework for revising Chapter 6 and defining when COAs are required.

Check CLG
readiness

Compare Taylor ordinance
to Texas Historical
Commission Certified
Local Government
requirements.

Anchor design
review

Use the Secretary of the

Interior Standards as the

common decision-making
language.

Discuss COA
matrix

Decide which project types
go to HPC, HPO, or need
no COA.

Map the district

Insert and review the
proposed overlay map.
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What is Freese and Nichols Tasked With?

Understanding the Scope

Project Name: TA1: Taylor Historic District Support

Description of Services: 1. Review data related to recent local historic district effort, including presentations, GIS data
and meeting recordings.
2. Evaluate the content of the historic district language in LDC.
3. Develop updated draft local historic district map generally aligned with the current
downtown naticnal register district {includes 1 revision).
4. Develop recommendations for types/levels of review applicable to Certificates of
Appropriateness, and associated code amendment.
. Develop a public engagement strategy, including up to:
a. 4 board, commission or city council meetings, 1 virtual and 3 in-person

Ofter) a.s SRR iiileE .hours of b. 1 5-hour ¥ day of stakeholder meetings, in-person
invited cluster meetings c. 1 community open house, in-person
6. Training/initial best practices (launch plan) including communication/implementation
Deliverables: Meeting materials; Draft map and final map; code amendment language as needed; Delivery

memo with summary of engagement, findings and recommendations
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What is Freese and Nichols Tasked With?

Understanding the Scope

Project Name: TA1: Taylor Historic District Support

Description of Services: 1. Review data related to recent local historic district effort, including presentations, GIS data
and meeting recordings.
2. Evaluate the content of the historic district language in LDC.
3. Develop updated draft local historic district map generally aligned with the current
downtown naticnal register district {includes 1 revision).
4. Develop recommendations for types/levels of review applicable to Certificates of
Appropriateness, and associated code amendment.
5. Develop a public engagement strategy, including up to:
a. 4 board, commission or city council meetings, 1 virtual and 3 in-person
b. 1 5-hour % day of stakeholder meetings, in-person
c. 1 community open house, in-person
5. Training/initial best practices (launch plan) including communication/implementation
Meetlng materials; Draft map and final map; code amendment language as needed; Delivery
memo with summary of engagement, findings and recommendations

Come and go approach;
informational and question opp.

Deliverables:
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Current ordinance: strong bones, broad applicability

Chapter 6 establishes the City policy and basic regulatory structure for local preservation.

6.1 HISTORIC PRESERVATION.

6.1.1 PURPOSE.

The City Council of Taylor, Texas, hereby declares that as a matter of publi
enhancement, and perpetuation of landmarks and districts of historical and
significance is necessary to promote the economic, cultural, educational, anc
public. This ordinance is intended to:

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Protect and enhance the landmarks and districts which represent distinc
historic, architectural, and cultural heritage;

Foster civic pride in the accomplishments of the past;

Protect and enhance Taylor's attractiveness to visitors and the support and
thereby provided;

Insure the harmonious, orderly, and efficient growth and development of th
its historic resources;

Promote economic prosperity and welfare of the community by encouragi
use of historic properties within the City;

Encourage stabilization, restoration, and improvements of such propert
offering incentives for rehabilitation.

6.1.2 HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER.

The City Manager or their designee shall appoint a qualified City official or staff pe
Preservation Officer (HPO). The City may utilize in-house staff or contract using
expertise are required to deliberate on specific, related matters. In addition, the
be responsible for coordinating the City's preservation activities with those of st
and with local state, and national preservation organizations.

Responsibilities. The HPO shall be empowered to:

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Administer this LDC and advise the HPC on matters submitted to it.

Maintain and hold open for public inspection all documents and records pe
of this LDC.

Receive and review all applications pursuant to this LDC to ensure their cc

Review and take action on all certificates of appropriateness applications
review pursuant to this LDC.

Review and forward with any recommendations all applications for certific
subject to review by the HPC pursuant to this LDC.

Taylor Historic Preservation Ordinance Update

Protect landmarks and districts; foster civic pride; support visitors and
local economy; encourage stabilization, restoration, and rehabilitation

incentives.

City Manager/designee appoints an HPO; HPO receives applications,
reviews administrative COAs, supports HPC meetings, and coordinates
with state/federal partners.

Uses National Register criteria, with local character factors for districts,
criteria such as scale, style, materials, rooflines, setbacks, and relationships to
the street.

Chapter 6 already speaks the same language as state and federal preservation
practice; the update can focus on clarity, review thresholds, and implementation.
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Current ordinance: how a COA moves through the system

The ordinance requires review before permits or work affecting landmarks or properties in districts, often requiring a Certificate of Appropriatenes.

Application Completeness HPO review HPC review ené‘o",'gzi',!,ént

Eligible administrative HPC hears applicant, Appeals go to HPC or

HPO checks package considers staff

Submltted to HPO with and may provide early items can be approved, recommendation, and City Counc_ll, stop-work
required plans and fee. . s approved with approves, conditions, or and penalties apply for
design direction. i » U5 ' .
conditions, or forwarded. denies. non-compliance.

Decision test now in ordinance: compliance with the Secretary of the Interior Standards for
Rehabilitation and any adopted design guidelines.

Update opportunity: convert broad applicability language into an easy-to-administer matrix of project circumstances, and right-size the
level of review to Taylor’s needs and culture.
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CLG alignment: Taylor is close, with a few items to confirm

Texas CLG certification depends on ordinance structure plus ongoing program administration.

Confirm

Purpose stated

HPO appointed

Designation process

COA review

Enforcement & appeals

Commission details

60-day demolition stay

Demolition by neglect

Taylor Historic Preservation Ordinance Update

Chapter 6 includes a policy purpose with preservation, economic, and community welfare goals.

Section 6.1.2 appoints an HPO and gives administrative duties.

Local landmark/district process uses National Register criteria and City Council action.

COA required for work affecting landmarks and districts; reviews use SOI Standards.

Includes stop-work, penalties, administrative/HPC appeals, and City Council appeals.

Provided pages reference HPC duties but do not show member qualifications, terms, or meeting cadence.

Ordinance provides 120-day postponement, with potential 60-day extension.

Includes minimum maintenance standards and a demolition-by-neglect process.
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Recommended ordinance update priorities

Focus revisions where they make decisions clearer for applicants, staff, and commissioners.

Define/cross-reference the HPC in Chapter 6 Confirm commission composition, qualifications, terms, quorum, and required
1 training are easy to find.

2 Add the COA circumstances matrix Clarify HPO vs HPC vs not-required decisions by scope of work and resource
significance.

Secretary Standards are broad; local guidelines make them more predictable.

3 Tie review to adoPted d|Str|Ct'Spec'ﬂc This is outside of the current scope, but could be a future option with grant

design guidelines potential.
4 Clarify non-contributing resources Use surveys and National Register status to determine contributing status,

then scale review accordingly.

Keep demolition safequards stron Retain delay period, hardship criteria, alternatives analysis, and demolition-
S P g g by-neglect tools. Review to confirm they align with Taylor’s needs and culture.

Taylor Historic Preservation Ordinance Update Page 127 of 140



Steps to Creating the Historic Overlay District

These are REQUIREMENTS under state law, which shapes how we think about approaches that get Taylor successfully to a proposed district

Texas Local Government Code Sec. 211.0165:
« Owner consent

« Simple majority if owner consents (understood to mean written/on-record statement of consent
like a petition; silence is not consent)

*  *™Owner can withdraw consent at any time
« Consider updating Section 6.1.4 to reflect a 50% petition threshold

* % majorities of both Commission and Council to establish a historic landmark or district
without consent

« If creating a “district,” reality for nearly all cities has been to assume % majority approach
* Religious institutions must consent if included (no % majority override)
 Written statement of impact must be sent to property owners 15+ days before initial hearings
« List the regulations that may be applied as result
* Procedures for the designation
Tax benefits that may be applied after designation, and
Rehab/repair programs that city offers for designated properties
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Steps to Creating the Historic Overlay District

These are elements beyond mandates under state law, but tend to result in more positive dialog and outcomes. Aspects of this are integrated into the scope.

PRELIMINARY STEPS (NOT MANDATED BY STATE LAW):
« Initiation - City Council resolution to initiate historic overlay district designation (know you aren’t wasting
time)

« Confirm the Boundary - Consider factors like the age and architectural style of buildings, property lines, and
natural or man-made features that could define the district's boundaries. Ideally a recent historic resources
survey is used, but not essential. This is part of reason for using National Register District for Downtown
Taylor.

« Conduct Property Survey - Engage with your local historic preservation office or staff for guidance on the
process, potential survey needs, and any existing resources (again, reason for using National Register).

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:

« Informational Meetings - Organize public meetings to educate residents about the potential historic district,
its benefits, and the process.

 Boundary Discussions - Discuss proposed boundaries with residents and property owners, addressing
concerns and incorporating feedback.

 Workshops - Conduct design standards workshops to inform residents about the guidelines they will need to
follow within the district.
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Steps to Creating the Historic Overlay District

These are elements beyond mandates under state law, but tend to result in more positive dialog and outcomes.

APPROVAL

* Historic Preservation Commission — public hearing and recommends historic district
zoning/landmark designation and the case proceeds to the Planning and Zoning Commission

* Planning and Zoning Commission — public hearing processed like a zoning map amendment, and
the case proceeds to City Council

« City Council - The case proceeds to the City Council for a final decision.

ONGOING MANAGEMENT:

« Certificate of Appropriateness and Design Review — Works like a thermostat... you can turn it up or
down based on your community’s needs, whether a property is or isn’t contributing to the historic
district, etc.

* You can decide what types of changes/improvements/construction trigger different levels of
review and compliance.

« Adopting locally-based design guidelines vs. just using Secretary of Interior Standards
* Incentives — Some cities adopt further tools to support property owners outside of regulatory practices

« Apply to the THC to be certified as a local historic district and be part of the “Certified Local
Government” program where THC provides technical assistance, grants, etc.
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Proposed Historic Overlay District

Based on prior Commission feedback to focus on the current National Register Historic District as an initial boundary
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Proposed Historic Overlay District

Based on prior Commission feedback to focus on the current National Register Historic District as an initial boundary
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Proposed Historic Overlay District

Based on prior Commission feedback to focus on the current National Register Historic District as an initial boundary
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Secretary of the Interior Standards: what they are

The Standards are not architectural taste preferences; they are a consistent preservation decision framework.

Preservation Rehabilitation

Allow compatible new use while preserving character-

Sustain existing historic materials and form. defining features.

Restoration Reconstruction

Return property to a specific documented period. Re-create a non-surviving property with evidence.

Rehabilitation is usually the everyday standard because it accommodates continued use, code needs, and
compatible change.
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Secretary of the Interior Standards — Guidelines for Rehab

In the absence of locally-adopted guidelines, the Secretary of Interior Standards Guidelines for Rehabilitation drive review frameworks

Taylor Historic Preservation Ordinance Update
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Using the Standards in COA review

A simple way to explain the review question to residents and applicants.

What is historic?

What changes?

What is the impact?

Can new work be compatible?

Taylor Historic Preservation Ordinance Update

Identify character-defining features: massing, roofline, porch, windows, materials, storefront,
setting.

Separate ordinary maintenance, in-kind repair, alteration, addition, relocation, and demolition.

Retain and repair where feasible; replace only when necessary and compatible.

New additions should be differentiated yet compatible, and ideally reversible.
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COA circumstances: what drives the level of review

The same type of project can be treated differently based on significance and visibility.

Historic significance Visibility

Landmark, contributing high/medium priority, contributing low priority, Street-facing or visible from the street generally receives more

or non-contributing. scrutiny than rear/non-visible work.

Impact level Consistency with guidelines

New construction, demolition, relocation, and incompatible materials Projects consistent with adopted standards can often be handled by
are elevated to HPC. HPO.

The matrix is not a design approval standard by itself; it is a routing tool. Design approval still uses the Secretary
Standards and local guidelines (once they exist).
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COA circumstances by project family

This gives commissioners a quick mental map before reviewing the detailed table.

Project {5oope of Work)

New construction HPC Infill changes district character. Qe o reicr gy g et plcmienin

HPD review for N would poowe wink baifilley
Whirher a stracrare (5 connriiaing i Bosed om masr
Regi

hasioric overlay district {includes relocaiien
af huildings or struciuses within the hisperic
overlay dissricid

Helocation of a buslding er sireciare from
Eraiidir do ewtsbde of the historis swerlay

Street-facing and landmark work elevated. Avtrce

e
=
—

Additions

=
S

Maiter Sign Mlin

Mew signage, o inchsde new signage that ks
consistent with an approved Master Sign
Plan

Hew signage that 1= Inconslstent with an
Material changes and facade modifications drive review. e e bl

Changes b content of conflguration {re-
fackngi that do not isvelve changes im sign
lorcatbea, disveasions, Lighting, or total sk

area

Amending an approwed Sasser Sign Plan

Alterations

agm . . . . Newhntr.mlhu._urwﬂluun:lnmvﬂh

Demolition/relocation HPC Loss or movement of resources is highest impact. Do oniey ety charscuriih asd_
or in strest yard

Mew Tenew, railing, or wall cansisbend with

the averlay district’s characteristics and

applicable puidelines located slong » srest
o in slreel yard

mwkm,numuuluruunmlmnﬁl

Consistent signs/fences may be administrative; sl e 7 e e

inconsistent public-facing work goes to HPC. Seiseatl
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bullding height, sethack, and 1ot
ruvemagrEmpervion cover sandards
purssamt io this Code

Rewewal of an expired Certificase of
Appropristeness

Signs & fences

Color logic in the working matrix: red = HPC; yellow = HPO; green = not required.
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Proposed COA circumstances matrix: the basic idea

The matrix converts one broad COA rule into predictable review paths.

Certificate of Appropriateness Circumstances Matrix

Project (Scope of Work)

Historic Significance

Decision
Making

HPC = Historie Preservation Commission * HPO = Historie Preservation Officer * NR = Not Reguired
HPO to review gry building permit application in o Historic District or affecting a Historic Landmark
HPO review for NR would accur with building permit package to verify it meets exemption
Whether a structire (s contributing is based an most recently adoped historic resources survey/Natianal
Register

New Construction (Infill Development)

New building construction (some cities opt
to make this an HPD action rather than HPC,
but I suggest not since this is National
Register)

All Historic Overlay Districts

Additions

Addition that creates a new, or adds to an
existing, street-facing facade

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic $tructure (High and
Mesdium Priority)

Contributing Historic Structure (Low
Prinrity)

Mon-Contributing Historic Structure

Addition of a non-street-facing facade (not
visible when viewed perpendicular to street)

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

New addition does not comply with the
zoning standards of the historic overlay
district

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic Structure

Non-Contributing Historic Structure

Addition of awning or canopy visible when
viewed perpendicular to street

Historic Landmark

Contributing Historic 3tructure (High and
Medium Prioriry)®

Contributing Historic Structure (Low
Priority)®

Non-Coniributing Historic Structure®

Addition of porch, patio, deck, pergola, or
sail sunshade visible when viewed
perpendicular to street

Historic Landmark

Conrributing Histerie Structure *

Contributing Historic Struciure (Low
Prioriry)®

Mon-Contributing Historic Structure* NRE
Reconstruction, Alterations, Changes
Restoring historic architectural features Historle Landmark HPO
Contributing Historic Structure®
Non-Contributing Historic Structure NE
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High-impact or policy-sensitive work, such as new construction,
street-facing additions to landmarks and high/medium contributing
structures, demolition, relocation, and incompatible work.

HPO review Lower-impact work or work likely to be consistent with adopted

guidelines, such as certain non-street-facing additions, restoration,

signage, and renewals.

Not required

Limited changes or exempt work, typically non-contributing
resources or locations not visible from the street, verified by HPO
during permit review.

Key implementation principle: HPO screens all permit applications in historic
districts or affecting a landmark to verify whether a COA is required.
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Discussion questions for the Commission

These are the decisions that most affect how the updated ordinance will work in practice.

» Should new construction in the district always go to HPC, or can staff approve clearly compliant infill?

* The National Register package for Downtown Taylor only identifies contributing vs. noncontributing, with no
identification of preservation priority or degree of contribution. Based on this, should we treat anything
contributing under the National Register as a high/medium contributor?

* How do you feel about differentiating based on whether the alteration/addition is visible from the street?

* What work should be exempt, provided HPO confirms the exemption during permit review?

* Are the current demolition, relocation, and economic hardship protections clear enough?

Outcome sought: direction to prepare ordinance language and a final COA matrix for review, and prepare
engagement.
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