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  MINUTES 
CITY OF TAYLOR, TEXAS 

400 Porter Street, Taylor Texas 76574 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

January 14, 2020, 6:00 p.m. 
City Council Chamber 

 

 
PRESENT  ABSENT  OTHERS PRESENT 
Don McAlister        Rick Selin         Tom Yantis, Director, Development Services 
Michael Aplin  Faith Gardner  Carrie Orts, Admin. Assistant, Development Services 
Mike Eaton     Shelly Shelton, Senior Planner, Development Services                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Donna Frazier     
Kellie Billings-Ray 
Annette Maruska 
Leland Stevens 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARE A QUORUM 
The meeting was called to order and a quorum declared at 6:00 p.m.  
 
CITIZEN COMMUNICATION 
None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
(The Consent Agenda includes non-controversial and routine items that the Commission or Board may act on 
with one single vote. The Chairman or a Board member may pull any item from the Consent Agenda in order to 
discuss and act upon it   as part of the Regular agenda.) 
 
Review and approve minutes from the meeting on December 10, 2019. 
Motion made by Mrs. Maruska to approve minutes from December 10, 2019 as presented. Second by 
Mr. Eaton. All voted Aye. 
 
PZ-2019-1183 – Consider disapproving Old Georgetown Road Preliminary Plat, consisting of 
28.33 acres to create 98 lots and four (4) blocks, across from ERCOT Taylor on N.W. Carlos G. 
Parker Boulevard; part of and out of the William J. Baker Survey, Abstract No. 65, Taylor, 
Williamson County, Texas.   
Ms. Shelton made presentation including recommendation for disapproval. Mr. Eaton made motion to 
disapprove. Second by Mrs. Maruska. All voted aye. 
 
PZ-2019-1168 – Consider disapproving Castlewood Subdivision Preliminary Plat, consisting of 
approximately 58.30 acres, located across from Taylor High School and addressed as 530 FM 
973; part of and out of the George M. Reese Survey, Abstract No. 533, Taylor, Williamson 
County, Texas. 
Ms. Shelton made presentation including recommendation for disapproval. Mrs. Frazier made motion 
to disapprove. Second by Mrs. Maruska. All voted aye. 
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PZ-2019-1190 – Public hearing regarding an application to rezone approximately 0.547 acres of 
Single-Family Residential Zoning District (R-1) to 0.547 acres of Local Business Zoning District 
(B-1), addressed as 1003 T.H. Johnson Drive; more particularly described as Williamson Central 
Appraisal District Parcel R480519; part of and out of the William J. Baker Survey, Abstract No. 
65, Taylor, Williamson County, Texas. 
Hearing opened. Ms. Shelton made presentation including recommendation for disapproval. Dr. Clyde 
Smith made a presentation and answered questions. There was discussion between Commissioners, 
Staff and Dr. Smith. Hearing closed.  
 
PZ-2019-1190 – Consider making a recommendation to City Council regarding an application to 
rezone approximately 0.547 acres of Single-Family Residential Zoning District (R-1) to 0.547 acres 
of Local Business Zoning District (B-1), addressed as 1003 T.H. Johnson Drive; more particularly 
described as Williamson Central Appraisal District Parcel R480519; part of and out of the 
William J. Baker Survey, Abstract No. 65, Taylor, Williamson County, Texas. 
Mr. Stevens made motion to disapprove. Second by Mrs. Billings-Ray. All voted aye. 
 
Update regarding Council actions related to Planning and Zoning items. 
Mr. Yantis stated that there were no updates regarding Council actions related to Planning and Zoning 
items at this time.  
 
Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 
 
_____________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Carrie Orts      Don McAlister 
Administrative Assistant, Development Services Planning & Zoning Commission Chairman 



City of Taylor 
Castelwood Subdivision Preliminary Plat 

PZ-2019-1168 
Staff Report 

 
Requested Action:  Approval of Castlewood Subdivision Preliminary Plat 
 
Applicant:  Tim Haynie/Haynie Consulting, Inc. 
 
Subject Property: Being approximately 58.30 acres, located across from Taylor High 
School and addressed as 530 FM 973; part of and out of the George M Reese Survey, 
Abstract No. 533, Taylor, Williamson County, Texas. 
 
Parcel Information 
Current Zoning: B-1 and R-1/RPD 
Current Use: Vacant 
 
Purpose:   
The purpose of the plat is the future development of a commercial and single-family 
residential neighborhood. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
The submitted plat meets the minimum requirements of the Subdivision Ordinance and 
the Planned Development zoning so staff recommends approval of the proposed 
subdivision. 

 
Attachments:  
 

1. Staff Comments 
2. Vicinity Map 
3. Proposed Preliminary Plat 

 
 



 

 

City of Taylor 
400 Porter Street 
Taylor, TX 76574 
(512) 352-3675 
www.ci.taylor.tx.us 

 

 

Date: Sunday, February 2, 2020 
 

       

Aaron Levy 
Townbridge Homes 
P.O. Box 90638 
Austin TX 78709 
aaron@townbridgehomes.com 

 

       

Permit Number PZ-2019-1168 
Job Address: 530 FM 973, Taylor 76574 

 

       

Dear Aaron Levy, 
 

    

       

Staff has completed its review of plans for the Castlewood Subdivision Preliminary Plat that is to be located at 530 FM 
973, Taylor 76574.   Comments from this review follow. 

 

Engineering Department Review 
The following comments have been provided by Jacob Walker. Should you have any questions or require additional 
information regarding any of these comments, please contact Jacob Walker at (512) 685-2938 or by email at 
jacob.walker@hdrinc.com. 

  TIA Submittal 

  There is no objection taken for the revised TIA submittal.  See associated files for updated comment response 
log. 

  Preliminary Plat 

  There is no objection taken for the revised preliminary plat submittal.  Engineer/Surveyor to verify if wet 
signature is required for plat (electronic signature provided). 

Additional Reviews 
The following comments have been provided by Bobby Copeland. Should you have any questions or require additional 
information regarding any of these comments, please contact Bobby Copeland at (512) 352-6992 or by email at 
robert.copeland@taylortx.gov. 

  Reviewed plans with submit date of 12/20/2019 with no further comments. The fire hydrant spacing has been 
addressed as well as the looping of the water line. The turning radii will be address in the construction plans.  

Planning Department Comments 
The following comments have been provided by Shelly Shelton. Should you have any questions or require additional 
information regarding any of these comments, please contact Shelly Shelton at (512) 309-6186 or by email at 
shelly.shelton@taylortx.gov. 

  Approved with the comment that the below comment must be addressed prior to going to P&Z with the plat for 
approval: 

  1. The drainage easement in the private alley of the town homes cannot be a reserve for detention/drainage as 
it cannot be used for access if it is reserved solely for detention. Remove the "Reserve 10 -" and the labeling will 
be ok.  
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Should you have questions regarding specific comments, please contact the staff member referenced under the section 
in which the comment occurs.  Should you have questions or require additional information regarding the plan review 
process itself, please feel free to contact me directly.  I can be reached by telephone at (512) 309-6186, or by e-mail at 
shelly.shelton@taylortx.gov. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 

 

 

   

Shelly Shelton 
Development Services 
Original Departments: Permit Administrator, Planning 
(Shelly R Shelton), Planning Admin., Planning case 
manager (reviewer) 
Attachment 
 

 

  

 



PZ-2019-1168 
Castlewood Subdivision Preliminary Plat 
530 FM 973 
Approximately 58.30 acres 
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City of Taylor 
Discussion of Possible Amendments to the Home Occupations Standards of the Zoning 

Ordinance 
 

Staff Report 
 
Requested Action:  Direction to staff regarding possible amendments to the zoning 
ordinance regarding the standards for home occupations. 
 
Applicant:  City of Taylor 
 
Purpose:   
The commission hear zoning case PZ-2019-1190 at its January 14, 2020 meeting.  The 
zoning case was the result of a code enforcement case related to an unauthorized home 
occupation of a medical clinic operated at 1003 TH Johnson Drive.  In order to bring the 
medical clinic land use into compliance with the City’s zoning ordinance the applicant 
requested a rezoning to the B-1 Local Business zoning district.  The Commission 
recommended to City Council denial of the requested rezoning.  However, during the 
Commission’s discussion of the case, there were some members who expressed an 
interest in reviewing and possibly revising the City’s standards for home occupations. 
 
The City Council considered PZ-2019-1190 at their meeting on January 23, 2020 and 
accepted the Commission’s recommendation of denial.  Some members of the City 
Council were also interested in reviewing the City’s standards for home occupations and 
the Council directed staff to work with the Commission to determine what, if any, changes 
should be made to the home occupations standards. 
 
Background: 
The Zoning Ordinance currently defines a Home Occupation as follows: 
 

Home Occupation - A use in a residential or agricultural zone which does not detract 
from the residential character of the neighborhood. Except in the case of some 
preschool care and certain special uses, a home occupation shall mean any use 
conducted entirely within a building, which use is clearly accessory to the use of the 
building for dwelling purposes. Any home occupation which utilizes an accessory 
structure shall be a special use. No home occupation shall include any activity which 
disrupts the normal residential character of the neighborhood in which the home 
occupation is located. The home occupation shall not generate pedestrian or 
vehicular traffic in excess of that customarily associated with the zone. Home 
occupation shall not be interpreted to include commercial stables and kennels. 

 
Chapter 3 of the Zoning Ordinance establishes standards related to home occupations 
as follows: 
 

3.5.1 Home Occupations 

The following standards are intended to permit residents to engage in home 
occupations that are compatible with residential uses and to ensure that home 
occupations do not adversely affect the integrity of residential areas. A home 



occupation shall be considered an accessory use, subject to the following 
conditions: 

1. No persons shall be engaged in a home occupation other than persons 
occupying the subject dwelling unit as their permanent residence; 
2. The home occupation shall be conducted entirely within the principal 
residential dwelling or within a permitted accessory structure; 
3. There shall be no signs or other exterior visible evidence of a home 
occupation; 
4. There shall be no visible storage of equipment, materials or vehicles 
that have more than two axles; and 
5. All home occupations shall comply with the performance standards of 
Chapter 5. 

 
In the case of the medical clinic operating at 1003 TH Johnson Drive, the business did not 
meet the requirements of Chapter 3, because the clinic employs persons who do not 
occupy the home as their primary residence. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
If the Commission is in favor of allowing more flexibility in the criteria for home 
occupations, staff recommends adding a provision to Section 3.5.1 of the Zoning 
Ordinance that would allow home occupations that do not meet one or more of the 
criteria to apply for a Specific Use Permit (SUP).  This would provide an avenue for an 
applicant to seek approval for a home occupation that does not meet all of the criteria of 
Chapter 3 and would also provide notice of the request to neighbors within 200 feet.  In 
addition, the Commission would have the ability to establish specific performance criteria 
for the home occupation as a part of the approval of the SUP and the permit could be 
issued with an expiration date and/or a requirement to renew. 
 
Staff is seeking direction from the Commission as to whether to begin the formal process 
of amending the zoning ordinance which will require notice and public hearings before 
the Commission and City Council. 
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