


Planning for Growth
City Council Workshop #3 – April 7, 2021



Background
• Significant new development is being proposed
• Comprehensive Plan update is in process
• New development should advance goals identified in 

comprehensive plan
• Staff is proposing a series of workshops to review proposals 

and identify planning priorities



Big Ideas from the Comp. Plan Public Input
• Make smart investments that maximize use of existing 

infrastructure and provide sufficient revenue for long-term 
maintenance

• Maintain Taylor’s small-town atmosphere
• Ensure that housing accommodates all household types and 

income levels
• Ensure that all people benefit from growth
• Support and promote unique, local businesses



4 Workshops to Discuss Growth Topics
Workshop 1 - Fiscal impacts of new development
Workshop 2 - Neighborhood design that promotes small-
town atmosphere
Workshop 3 - Prioritizing the use of existing infrastructure 
before expanding outward
Workshop 4- Housing types and price points that meet the 
needs of all income levels and household types



Workshop 3
Prioritizing the Use of Existing Infrastructure before 

Expanding Outward



“To rectify the massive financial imbalances suburban-style 
development has created for our cities, we need to make dramatically 
better use of the infrastructure investments we have already made.” 
Charles L. Marohn, Jr.



1954 to 2020
91% population increase
140% land area increase
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Target Population Density

• Taylor’s population density has been decreasing as the City adds more 
land area faster than population growth.

• This leads to higher costs per capita for municipal services
• In order to reverse this trend, the City will need to prioritize 

development within areas already served by municipal infrastructure 
and avoid expanding the city limits boundary



Target Population Density

• If Taylor’s existing city limits were as dense as:
• Round Rock - we could accommodate a population of 62,798
• Plano - we could accommodate a population of 75,881
• West University Place - we could accommodate a population of 154,379

Taylor’s population is projected to be 39,552 by 2040



Target Population Density

The density of a typical block in the old 
part of Taylor is 11.9 people per acre –
the same as West University Place

Here’s the math:
• Block = 320’ x 320’ = 2.35 acres
• 10 residences at 2.8 people per 

residence = 28 people
• 28/2.35 = 11.9



The Current City Limits is More than Adequate

• We have more land than needed to accommodate growth 
over the next 20 years even at a low population density

• As we begin to build out in a pattern more like the older 
part of town, our population density will increase

• This will allow us to use less land per capita and require less 
infrastructure per capita



Where Should Growth Occur?
Within the existing city limits; and

Where we have existing infrastructure with capacity; and

Where there is vacant and underdeveloped land; and

Where there are opportunities for redevelopment



Existing City Limits



Where Do We Have 
Capacity?



City of Taylor 
Sewer CCN



Where Do We Have 
Vacant/Underutilized 
Land With Capacity?



Where Do We Have 
Opportunities for 
Redevelopment?



Where Do We Have 
Opportunities for 
Redevelopment?



Questions to consider
• Should new development fill in the existing city limits 

before expanding outward?
• Is the current city limits where we want it?
• Should we prioritize development where we have existing 

infrastructure capacity?
• Should we set targets for population density?
• How much land area can we affordably serve?



Discussion
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